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75W90NS HIGH-PERFORMANCE GEAR OIL 
n

	 GL-5 WITHOUT FRICTION MODIFIER
n

	 DESIGNED FOR TRANSMISSIONS AND TRANSAXLES
n

	 HELPS SYNCHROS FOR EASIER SHIFTING ACROSS

  BROAD TEMPERATURE RANGE

LEAVE THE GRINDS 
FOR YOUR COFFEE.

TO FIND A DEALER OR INSTALLER NEAR YOU
VISIT REDLINEOIL.COM

We just wrapped up a very strange 
season with a great event at the new, 
reconfigured Eagle’s Canyon Race-
way outside DFW. 2020 has been a 
challenge for all of us, and I think it 
was great to get back to some sense of 
normalcy, and catch up with friends 
at the races we were able to hold. A 
sincere thank you to the racers who 
were able to get out and support the 
regions, and a special thank you to 
the regions and region volunteers 
who rallied to hold races in spite of 
the uncertain turnout. 

I also want to give a huge thank 
you to the Club Racing National 
Staff. To keep others from having to 
travel, team members gave up driv-
ing in their local races, drove long 
distances, and stepped up whenever 
asked to be sure we could hold races 
over the last few months. I am very 
proud of all of you!

Staffing Changes
We have a couple of staffing 

changes to make you aware of. After 
three years as Club Racing Business 
Manager, Ryan Carignan is leaving 
to pursue Life 2.0. Many of you 
know Ryan is retired Air Force. His 
wife is now retiring from the Air 
Force as well and they are moving to 
Nashville. Ryan did a great job as our 
first ever Business Manager. We will 
miss him!

Connor Henderson (no relation to 
former Chief Steward Bryan Hen-
derson) is a second generation club 
racer hired to fill the role Ryan is 

vacating. Conner lives in Ohio, but 
will be relocating to work out of the 
PCA National Office in Columbia, 
Maryland. He brings a ton of energy 
and a racer’s point of view to the pro-
gram. Look for him at races next year 
starting with Sebring.

One of the first things I did as Club 
Racing Chair was to beg Mike Hoke 
to take the role of Chief Steward. He 
agreed to do it for two years, and I 
don’t know what I would have done 
without him. 2020 marks the end of 
his sentence, er, commitment. I am 
excited to report that Dave Roden-
roth has accepted the role of Chief 
Steward for 2021. Like Mike, Dave 
is a longtime steward and an active 
racer. I’m sure he will be an excellent 
Chief. Brian Gay (Chief Scrutineer) 
and David Anderson (Chief of T&S) 
will continue in their roles.

Sebring Banquet
Speaking of Sebring, we plan 

to hold our CR Awards Banquet 
there next year, as usual. The club’s 
National Events Manager, Mariela 
Murphy, who has planned and run 
the awards banquet for several years, 
has worked out a scheme to allow us 
to do it safely, though we will have to 
limit the number of attendees. This 
is the same system that was used with 
great success at PCA Treffen earlier 
this year. More to come on this later.

Our Medical Committee
We worked really hard to find 

ways to keep our racers safe and still 

be able to have great events after the 
onset of COVID-10. Medical Com-
mittee Chair, Dr. Harry Kintzi, and 
his team of doctor racers were instru-
mental in this process. We will con-
tinue to work together with regions 
and racers to adapt to changing con-
ditions in 2021 and hold as many 
events as possible. Join us if you can.

See you at the track!
West

What a Long, Strange Trip it’s Been — Jerry Garcia

Many of you will recognize this car 

and its owner, Connor Henderson. As 

Ryan Carignan completes his time with 

PCA, Connor has been hired to replace 

him as our new Club Racing Business 

Manager. Congratulations Connor, And 

Ryan, thank you so much for a job well 

done. Can’t wait to see you on the track 

one of these days.
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XPEL.COM/LOCATOR

FIND A FACTORY TRAINED 
INSTALLER AT

CERAMIC COATING | PAINT PROTECTION FILM | WINDOW TINT

PROTECT EVERYTHING.

Three years ago I answered 
an ad for the new position 
as Club Racing Business 

Manager at PCA. The job was new, 
something needed for a while, but 
had not been developed or fulfilled. 
Thankfully for me, I was hired, and 
my journey with all of you began.

The challenge of entering a new 
environment, a new family, is always 
daunting. The challenge is magnified 
entering a position that is yours to 
mold in many ways. The job’s core 
function was transparent, be the 
point of contact for Club Racing with 
Porsche, sponsors, and other entities. 
Running a race organization with a 
volunteer force is difficult, especially 
when it grows in importance and gar-
ners attention from many interested 
companies. 

Having someone dedicated to con-
ducting business with people during 
regular business hours was increasingly 
critical. A lot of tasks needed to be 
taken off the shoulders of volunteers. 
Outside of that, this job’s responsibili-
ties were going to be an evolution. 

As issues and opportunities would 
arise, the Business Manager posi-
tion made sense to be the point for 
them. This made the job challenging 
and enjoyable, but the best part was 
meeting all of you. While I enjoy the 
challenge of finding new sponsors, 
keeping existing ones, and trying to 
find new contingencies, none of it 
compares to the fascinating people in 
the Club Racing paddock. 

I did not truly understand the 
scope of Club Racing before tak-

ing the job. After I applied, I went 
to a race to see what the program 
was all about, and it was eye-open-
ing. But it wasn’t until seeing events 
like Daytona, Sebring, and Road 
Atlanta, etc., that I understood the 
magnitude of this organization. I 
still maintain that this program’s title 
doesn’t do it justice; you are all far 
more than “club racers.” 

The varied backgrounds, profes-
sions, and interests of our racers 
never cease to amaze me. In general, 
car culture is an inclusive group, peo-
ple who get along because they are 
intrigued by the same basic princi-
ples. It is the reason you see owners 
of a six-figure supercar and a Miata 
having a genuine conversation at a 
Cars and Coffee. Their means and 
backgrounds may be vastly different, 
but they both “get it.” 

The paddock and environment at 
a Club Race are no different. Race 
cars at the bleeding edge of tech-
nology share the day with cars that 
were “old” 20 years ago. The speeds, 
preparation, and support may differ, 
but the “why” is the same; everyone 
just wants to go fast. If you’re out 
there, you’re part of the group; it 
doesn’t matter what you brought, it 
matters that you brought it. You are 
a racer. 

That may sound a little cheesy, but 
if you step back and look at the big 
picture, you’ll see that it’s not wrong. 
I’ve witnessed millionaires, and 
blue-collar workers share laughs and 
“war” stories at the evening social, 
both enjoying the company and the 

environment and treating each other 
as equals. That is increasingly rare in 
a society often too focused on status. 
That is what makes PCA Club Racing 
a select group and is something I hope 
never changes. 

I am moving on to pursue different 
passions, not because I didn’t enjoy this 
family. I have met fascinating people 
whom I look forward to seeing some-
day again. Maybe even as a racer at the 
bottom of the speed chart, just trying 
to figure out my car and the track, but 
loving every minute of it. 

My replacement is here. Connor 
Henderson grew up around PCA and 
Club Racing and has raced himself, so 
you are in good hands. He will work 
to ensure this circus keeps moving. He 
will always be searching for new con-
tingencies and ways to reward racers. 
Keep your eyes on the Club Racing 
website, social media accounts, and 
this column for news on new oppor-
tunities for your class. 

Please embrace Connor the same 
way you did with me, and do not 
hesitate to contact him if you have an 
idea for a sponsor or program. While 
not every suggestion presented to 
me was a good fit, I can assure you 
the program has sponsors and con-
tingencies in place now because of 
your requests. Just because some-
thing didn’t work out a few years ago 
doesn’t mean it wouldn’t make per-
fect sense now. 

Thank you for welcoming me into 
the program. I truly enjoyed it all 
and will carry the experiences with 
me forever. Cheers!
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The way 2020 played out this 
year, I think a rewrite of Zager 
and Evans chart-topping In 

the Year 2525 needs to be rewritten.  
I’m obviously not a songwriter so my 
apologies for the hatchet job...

In the year 2020
If racers are a plenty
And venues are many
They may find…

Well, they may find a lot of pent 
up demand for track time. That’s 
what we found  when Nord Stern 
managed to meet the governor’s 
social gathering requirements for an 
outdoor event at the 550-acre Brain-
erd raceway. As the DE registrar 
for Nord Stern, I learned first-hand 
what it took to put on an event in 
the COVID-19 environment, which 
included both regional and PCA 
requirements.  Regardless, we man-
aged to get club racing restarted back 
in late July and the program has been 
going strong since then. In spite of 
the dozen or so canceled races due 
to the pandemic, you (the drivers, 
regional and national staff ) have 
managed to close the book on a suc-
cessful 2020 racing season.

Needless to say, it’s been a crazy 
year in just about every regard. It 
wasn’t even two weeks ago that we 
had 80 degree weather, immediately 
followed with an early cold snap and 
6” of heavy wet snow. That caught 
me with a trailered 944 that needed 
to be moved off the driveway and 
into its winter home. And I wasn’t 

quite ready to park the 968. More on 
that later.

I do need to offer a word of thanks 
to all you drivers for helping to clean 
up transponder registrations for each 
event. While we’ll never get 100% 
compliance due to a number of fac-
tors (we’re not operating a NASCAR 
or F1 series where things are a bit 
more static) the amount of bad tran-
sponder data is significantly lower 
than the 25-30% we saw at most 
races in 2019. That’s not to say that 
the T&S techs didn’t have some prob-
lems trying to validate and match 
transponders to car numbers this 
year. They do their best to get every-
thing cleared up during the practice 
sessions but, at times, it takes a cou-
ple of sessions to clear those unrelated 
passings.  You can help by reviewing 
practice results. If your car number 
doesn’t show up on the results, you 
might be listed as an unrelated tran-
sponder number. We’ll get it mapped 
to your car eventually, but without a 
car number you’re going to be at the 
back of the grid for the next practice 
session. Timing’s goal is to make sure 
you’re getting properly recorded with 
car number, name, and class. That, in 
turn, gets you a proper grid spot for 
qualifying and races.

Speaking of which, grids are deter-
mined by the best lap of the pro-
ceeding session. That means the 
grid for Practice 2 is based on the 
best lap from Practice 1, Qualifying 
grid is based on Practice 2, Sprint 1 
is based on Qualifying, and Sprint 
2 on Sprint 1. If there is a Sprint 3, 

that grid is typically based on the best 
lap of Sprint 2. Enduro grids are cre-
ated at the direction of the Steward.  
They’ll either be based on the best lap 
of either the previous sprint race or a 
merge of the prior races. Yes, unfor-
tunately, it’s a handicap if you miss 
a session.

It’s too soon to start talking 
details of the 2021 PCA Club Rac-
ing season as we don’t know how 
COVID-19 will impact things. As I 
noodle through this quarter’s article 
in mid-October, it’s snowing (again) 
and the day after day COVID posi-
tive case numbers are increasing at an 
alarming rate here in the upper mid-
west. Combining that with the pend-
ing flu season, the remaining time in 
2020, social events will most likely be 
curtailed (again). That’s most likely 
going to impact gatherings early in 
2021 but, in my opinion, racing is 
mostly an individual activity with 
group gatherings that are easily man-
aged with CDC and general govern-
ment guidelines.  

Based on my experiences, masking 
and generous use of hand sanitizer 
does seem to help as I’ve not cur-
tailed my travels for family and race 
events. Although I’m conscious of 
my social interactions, I’m not overly 
cautious to the point of paranoia. I 
do, however, have a mask in every 
jacket and every vehicle as well as a 
bottle of hand sanitizer. And when 
flying, I make sure I bring some san-
itation wipes.

And, as promised, here’s my 968 
story.

On the way back from working the 
Road America club race, the timing 
belt broke on the 968. I knew imme-
diately what happened when I heard 
the belt ripple over the cam pulley 
at 65 MPH. I wrote a short blog on 
the Club’s list server in the hopes of 
reaching out to find some suggestions 
on how to get car to Milwaukee or 
Minneapolis. I did get a few sugges-
tions along with an offer by a Nord 
Stern member to empty his trailer 
and make the 5.5 hour drive the next 

day to pick up Mary, me, and the 968 
and haul us back to the home turf. 
The kicker is that he was willing to 
do this a week after knee surgery! 

Well, he got an early start out of 
the Twin Cities and made Waupun, 
WI just after noon. We got the car 
loaded and I drove the rig back to 
Minneapolis while he rested his 
knee in the back seat. My take away 
from this mini-castrophe is “... It’s 
not just the cars, It’s the people…” 
(cue mic drop)

PHOTOS

Follow up… The 968 was dropped 
at Auto Edge. They had a look at the 
damage and I had them do the work. 
I got lucky with just some broken 
belts and some bent valves as the pis-
tons and cylinders were damage free. 
After having some top-end refresh 
done (since it was open), the 968 is 
back on the road and going strong. 

Now I just need to have it stop 
snowing so that I can get some 
break-in mileage on the engine before 
I put it to bed for the winter.

Victor Newman took these great photos of people at Road Atlanta this year
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Rain Lights:
We have never required a rain 

light: a light on the rear which is 
switched on when on-track in the 
rain and that meets the FIA speci-
fications for such a light. For 2020 
a rear light in addition to the brake 
lights is required, though it does 
not need to be a formal rain light. 
One or more ordinary tail lights suf-
fices. However, it is prudent to add 
(especially if your car only has brake 
lights) an FIA approved rain light. If 
PCA ever makes a separate rain light 
required, it likely will include refer-
ence to the FIA specifications.

In addition, Stock, Prepared, GT, 
and some other spec classes allow 
removal of headlights. Cars running 
in the rain or under other condi-
tions of reduced visibility (light fog) 
should run with headlights on.

The resistance to having rain lights 
comes from racers whose practice is 
to shun running in the rain or the 
wet. GT cars are often stripped of all 
lighting other than brake lights, and 
many owners don’t have rain tires in 
their trailer. Rain is a bummer for 
them, but the drivers have resolved 
to skip sessions and races if it is rain-
ing or the track is wet.

A number of drivers, often of 
models which came with rain 
lights, and whose class rules pre-
clude removing headlights, have 
expressed concern about the lack 
of a requirement of uniform FIA 
rain lights and of headlights for cars 
running in the rain. 

But it seems needlessly bureau-
cratic to tell someone he can’t par-
ticipate in an event because his car 
lacks rain lighting when there is 
no rain. I’ve raced my home track 
of High Plains every year since it 
opened in 2009. The track was wet 
(more like damp) only for one ses-
sion that whole time, and it was 
qualifying. I was one of the few 
who went out, tiptoed around, and 
would have had a low grid num-
ber had not the steward decided 
it wasn’t a good idea to have a lot 
of slower cars starting ahead of a 
lot of much faster cars. There are a 
number of tracks where rain is quite 
infrequent, and a number of cars 
with nothing but brake lights.

One way to deal with this is oper-
ational: If the track is wet, or it is 

raining, a car without required rain 
lighting may not enter the track. 
This is how the rain light require-
ment was implemented in 2020. In 
addition, if it starts to rain during a 
session, the steward could have all 
cars not using required rain lights 
to be given a signal - furled black, 
perhaps with a yellow/black, some 
combination - to alert them that 
vision is an issue and rain lighting 
must be turned on. Cars not com-
plying could be black flagged. This 
should only affect those whose 
mantra is I won’t go out in the wet.

Headlights are a different issue. 
Formula 1 cars don’t have head-
lights, though they have rain lights. 
Having headlights on in the rain is 
useful. Anyone who has removed 
headlights where allowed might 

be wise to have them in the trailer 
ready to be reinstalled if the weather 
report is ominous. Same thing, 
though more complicated, as wind-
shield wipers - put the arms and 
blades back on if rain threatens.

All the other safety requirements 
are not situation dependent - you 
need a helmet no matter what. On 
track incidents where the safety 
equipment plays a role are thank-
fully rare, but they do occur, and 
often no amount of driver skill or 
caution can avoid all of them. This 
one is different, and may benefit 
from a more flexible approach.

Spec Boxster:
Here are two approaches to 

dealing with transmission issues, 
accommodating heavy drivers, and 
increasing car availability:

1) Allow the 2.5 liter SPBs to run 
the 2.7 transmission. This trans-
mission is geared a bit higher in 

every gear, which suggests that it 
will not have a performance advan-
tage. Is it a stronger gear box? This 
is not a rules change for 2021, but a 
suggestion that racers in SPB work 
through the pros and cons for con-
sideration of a change for the 2022 
rules cycle.

2) Allow the 2.7 liter Boxsters 
to run in SPB at a higher weight. 
This, again, should extend the life 
span of the class, and give heavier 
racers an option without Herculean 
efforts to shave every pound off 
under the rules. The idea is that all 
the SPB rules would apply, but the 
engine would have to be a stock 2.7 
(plus the modifications allowed for 
the 2.5s), run the stock 2.7 trans-
mission, but weigh more. The trick 
here is how much more should a 2.7 
weigh so its on-track performance 
is equivalent with the 2.5s? Sug-
gestions and the reasoning behind 
them are welcome at any time.  

Summary
These two might be up for formal 

comment come next year’s rules sea-
son, so a head start would be useful.  
Comment to crrules@pca.org.

Remember, these are not changes 
which will be effective in 2021, 
just things to consider when the 
2022 rules amendment season rolls 
around.
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What a year!! Since the virus 
invaded the world in early 
2020, PCA Club Rac-

ing has canceled 15 out of 26 races. 
Brainerd was the first race held in July 
after some states lifted travel restric-
tions and prohibitions on “gather-
ings”. Most everyone had gotten 
used to “social distancing” by then 
as this virus is a respiratory infection 
and just speaking or breathing can 
infect people close by from an unsus-
pecting carrier. 

As an aside, it was found by the 
CDC and noted in other research 
that up to 40-50% of people who 
have COVID may NOT exhibit 
ANY symptoms but could still be 
extremely infectious, infecting oth-
ers who may become infected just by 
being around them and in their “jet 
stream”. As more research became 
available it was also found that the 6 
foot droplet rule is only a minimal 
rough estimate of “safe distancing” 
and other findings show that some 
of the virus can exist in the aerosol 
form lingering in the air we breathe 
for hours, and traveling considerable 
distances causing infections!

With a big sigh of relief, 6 months 
after more than half of our racing 
schedule canceled and our first CRN 
COVID-19 article, we now have 
completed at least a half a dozen 
races with no known viral exposures! 
That’s AWESOME!!! Many thanks 
to the PCA regions, volunteers, stew-
ards, staff, racers and crew for adher-
ing to our COVID protocols and 
changing how the races are run. 

Because this virus is very con-
tagious, with growing knowledge 
about its transmission and infectious-
ness changing daily, out of an abun-
dance of caution PCA Club Racing 
has made a number of changes at our 
race tracks. One example is that we 
now do not have to go to medical for 
clearance after every incident, which 
limits exposure of EMS staff, unless 
one is injured or desires a checkup. 
However, if EMS service is required, 
the racer will certainly be transported 
by ambulance, requiring a thorough 
decontamination afterwards, to 
ensure the next racers’ safety. This 
will remove the EMS unit from ser-
vice for a period of time. If a car has 
been damaged and must be flatbed-
ded back, the racer, if uninjured, will 
return to the paddock either in the 
tow truck or the pace car.

The usual Saturday night dinner 
and award celebrations have been 
canceled. Instead, some regions have 
been providing box dinners to go and 
offering roving beer/wine carts in the 
paddock during the social hour. Very 
creative! 

Driver’s meetings have been 
scrapped and the information is now 
disseminated via text/email or in very 
shortened  “in person” meetings with 
social distancing and masking. This 
requires the use of bullhorns or voice 
amplification in order to be heard.

Restaurants now have limited 
indoor seating and bar service in 
many places has been stopped. Travel 
among the states has become tricky 
as restrictions on travel and required 

quarantining change weekly. As an 
example, after the recent West Vir-
ginia race, some of the New England 
based support teams had to either 
quarantine or have rapid COVID 
testing clear them for return as their 
home state restrictions changed the 
week before the race. As essential 
businesses (auto repair), some teams 
chose to test instead of quarantining. 
This gets them back to work sooner, 
but adds extra expense. 

So, what does this pandemic 
mean for the racer? First of all, some 
racers at higher risk for severe dis-
ease have chosen not to attend. For 
those attending, masking is required 
and having a mask in your race suit 
pocket is now the new norm. Fam-
ily and friends may not attend and 
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watch you race in order to limit 
crowd size. No more handshakes or 
hugs, instead these being replaced 
by fist bumps, thumbs up, and 
elbow taps.

Race results on paper are limited 
and some regions only post one copy 
for all to review. Bathrooms have 
attendance limits and are a source of 
higher risk for contracting the virus 
since air circulation is limited. Fortu-
nately, a short time is spent there lim-
iting exposure and if masks are worn, 
this decreases chances of contagion. 
Socializing with other racers requires 
masking, which also requires louder 
voices in order to be heard over the 
exhaust noises of racing cars. This 
in turn causes more forceful speech, 
increasing aerosolization of expelled 
air and increasing the risk of viral 

transmission. 
As a personal observation, when 

listening to a fellow unmasked racer 
describe his on track experience after 
the race, I could actually visualize 
the “droplets” being ejected from his 
mouth against the setting sunlight as 
he was speaking. Fortunately I was 
masked, not in his “jet stream” and 
we were adequately social distanced, 
limiting any chance of contracting 
the virus, in case he would happen to 
be one of the asymptomatic carriers. 

These changes not only affected 
PCA Club Racing, but also other rac-
ing organizations, as I have person-
ally observed during my limited PCA 
and AER racing season this year. The 
good news is our sport is held out-
doors, and for the most part we have 
been responsible racers, staff, volun-

teers and crew, wearing our masks, 
balaclavas and helmets appropriately 
thereby limiting viral contagion. As 
much as these changes are annoying, 
they are in place for everyone’s safety 
allowing us to do what we all love to 
do, RACE!

Street & track pads for your Porsche

Orders 866-505-2739
Tech 843-299-0997

Like us on Facebook to learn more about 
product updates, sales and more.

Got questions about safety products? 
We can help you choose the correct safety 

equipment for your vehicle, needs and budget.

Ask for your 
PCA discount! 
(available on 
most items) NATIONAL SPONSOR

Receive a FREE fl eece lined helmet 
bag with each helmet purchase!

Harnesses, Nets, 
Restraints

Full systems, 
replacement 
parts & 
accessories 
available

It’s the most effective 
heat prevention 
system.system.

Full systems, 

Cool-a-Clava 
Helmet Cooling Insert

Rotors, Hats & 
Big Brake Kits

Harnesses, Nets, 

Sabelt GT3 Harness 
FIA 8835 latest spec

 All 2” webbing

Road America photos by Jeff Brown
PHOTOS
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Pro & Club Motorsports
Insurance Programs
Insurance Office of America (IOA) is proud to 
introduce its Motorsports Insurance Program. 
As a provider in all 50 States and most foreign 
countries, this exclusive new program is designed 
for most operations associated with Pro or 
Club Motorsports. The coverage forms for the 
Motorsports Program are broad with a tailored 
approach for unique coverage circumstances.

Let our experience team of consultants evaluate your 
insurance needs to take control of long-term risk 
management costs.  
Products offered include:

• Shop/Auto Coverage
• Business Personal Property
• Building Coverage
• Business Income & Extra Expense
• Owners & Sponsors
• No Coinsurance
• Loss Based on Agreed Value Basis
• Electronic Data
• Motorsports Events
• Contingent/Prize Indemnity

• Race Owners & Sponsors Liability
• Foreign Liability
• Excess Limits Liability
• Workers’ Compensation
• Off Track & Storage
• Special Events
• Business Insurance
• Commercial Automobile
• Garage Keepers Liability
• On-Track Physical Damage

UNDERWRITING INFORMATION REQUIRED:
• Motorsports Applications
• Current Loss Runs 5 Years

• Copy of Contracts/Sponsorship 
Agreements

• Workers’ Compensation Experience 
Modification

For more information and to request an application call 407.212.3542 
or email motorsports@ioausa.com

I haven’t been to a PCA club race 
since Sebring. That certainly 
wasn’t what my calendar looked 

like in January, I tried working in 
two or three races during the August 
to October period, but my perceived 
risk of flying just didn’t offset the 
reality that, while my presence would 
have been useful in terms of sourcing 
stories for this magazine, my being at 
races really wasn’t essential.

I have to admit that getting this 
issue put to bed took pushing myself 

harder than normal. Don’t get me 
wrong. I love doing this job but, 
with each issue there is a point where 
I have to shift gears. There’s about a 
week where I have to devote every 
day focused on tying up loose ends 
and preparing it for the printer and 
website. With this issue I found 
myself putting that gear shift off.

Racing after COVID-19
It was very nice to see our racing 

return after so many cancellations. 

My hat goes off to the Brainerd team 
for being the first ones back at it. 

You’ll find their story about some 
of what they went through to get the 
job done. 

It was nice to see us able to finish 
out the calendar. As I write this, the 
entire nation and other parts of the 
world have taken a large step back-
wards. It looks like my planned early 
December trip to visit my daughter 
in New Jersey will not happen. This 
is not an unfamiliar story.



 18 CLUB RACING NEWS OCTOBER - DECEMBER 2020      19

Awareness
Awareness is critical to a driver in 
many ways. The two main categories 
are safety and performance. These 
have multiple sub-categories. If we 
break these down in detail and give 
them importance we will be faster, 
safer, and a better driver.

Safety & performance surroundings
We must be aware of our sur-

roundings such as corner marshal 
flagging and communication. Their 
communication is what we rely on to 
know if there is a stalled car just over 
the blind hill, oil on track and any 
number of other potential hazards. 
The corner marshals have a distinct 
pattern of communication if you pay 
attention to them. If they are hold-
ing a yellow flag and seem to be very 
casual it is generally not something 
of as importance as a waiving yel-
low flag, especially if the marshal is 
standing near the track and waving 
the flag aggressively and jumping up 
and down being very animated. 

Learn to read the marshal’s com-
munication and don’t miss any flags. 
Take note of where the flag stations 
are and burn it into your memory. 
You don’t have to turn and look at 
the stations every corner if you know 
where they are and use your periph-
eral vision to notice if something is 
waiving or being displayed. You need 
to have awareness and pay atten-
tion to pick it up.  Understanding 
the rules will help in performance. 
Passing is generally forbidden from 
where the yellow flag is displayed 

until either after the incident or after 
a green flag passed the incident is dis-
played. You can time your slowing 
down and passing and have momen-
tum as you pass the incident or green 
flag. Do this in a safe manner. 

After qualifying and before the 
race, get a pen and paper out and 
write the car numbers in order of the 
start down in two rows on a track 
map. Take note of the bubble of cars 
around you on the start. Note the 
colors of the cars and where they are 
around you. Also make a mental note 
of who is driving those cars and how 
prone they are to accidents, driving 
well through the field, etc. When 
you start the race you will have a 
good picture of who is near you from 
the bubble of cars around you. If the 
#32 red car is missing in your mirror 
at turn in, they may be beside you. 
You will know not to turn in and hit 
them. Peripheral vision here is criti-
cal for safety and performance. 

Safety and performance-car
When driving your car in practice, 

you can always come into the pits if 
you think something is not right with 
the car (whether it’s setup or some-
thing failing. In the race, if you pit 
to check things out it will certainly 
inhibit your finish. Pay close atten-
tion and be aware of your car during 
practice and ensure it is not making 
any noises, handling not right or 
power surging or other issues. 99% 
of the time if you “think” you hear or 
feel something not right with the car 

you are correct. Check it out thor-
oughly before the race, don’t ignore 
it. Cars never fix themselves. During 
the race be aware of your car and if 
something seems wrong try to eval-
uate it early as best you can. If you 
have a radio to your crew correspond 
with them on the symptoms and see 
if together you can diagnose the issue 
before it becomes a big problem. 

Be prepared before the race to 
know how to scroll through the dash 
for information that may help diag-
nose problems, how to find alter-
nator output, water and oil temp, 
gearbox temp, etc. What page is dif-
ferent information on, race, practice, 
warm up. Know how to reset alarms, 
reset fuel, etc. Be aware of the con-
trols you have available in the car. 

Driving a car is complicated espe-
cially today where technology is 
huge. Don’t just jump in your car 
and drive. That would be like jump-
ing in a commercial jet and just tak-
ing off not knowing where the flaps 
are or how the navigation systems 
work. 

Be aware.
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Register at: http://register.pca.org                                        Schedule, News, Forms, Information: http://PCAClubRacing.org

Dates Event Event Contact
Region/Zone Additional info

LIGHTER. SAFER. STRONGER.

TRAILER RAMPS RR-TJ RR-XT-2

Race Ramps are the trusted and safer solution for your Porsche.
Lightweight, 100% solid, we are truly the answer for working on and loading 

your low clearance car.
TRAILER RAMPS TRAK-JAX

Load low angle cars with ease!
Set of 2
STARTING AT
$275/set

3-inches of lift that helps get a standard
jack under your car.
Set of 2
$100/set

Save 15% with code PCACLUB

Race Ramps are the trusted and safer solution for your Porsche.
Lightweight, 100% solid, we are truly the answer for working on and loading 

your low clearance car.

800-213-5883
RACERAMPS.COM

Up to 12” high
Up to 16” wide

Set of 2
STARTING AT

$105/set

WHEEL CRIBS
2-piece design; For low angle cars
Set of 2
STARTING AT
$247/set

SERVICE RAMPS

  
Oct 3 - 4 Hallett  Jon Jones  918.740.7951
 Cimarron  944Cup West Championship Jonesjon843@gmail.com
  
Oct 10 - 11 Sonoma Raceway James McClelland  925.286.2336
 Golden Gate  944Cup West, West Coast Series mcclelland.ggr@gmail.com
  
Oct 16-18* Monticello* (DATE CHANGE)  Christopher Karras  610.972.4347
   Clubsport, Vintage, 944Cup East ClubRace@rtr-pca.org

Oct 17 - 18 Eagles Canyon Raceway* David Hodges 
 Maverick  944Cup West clubrace@mavpca.org
  
Oct 23 - 25 Daytona — CANCELLED

Feb 5 - 7 Sebring International Raceway * Dan Smithyman  954.224.4717
 Suncoast Florida / Gold Coast  dansmithyman@bellsouth.net
  
Feb 26 - 28 Circuit of the Americas* Tuffy von Briesen  703.980.4839
 Lone Star, Hill Country and Maverick  president@hcrpca.org
  
* Indicates an Enduro

For the first t ime, Porsche Design custom-built Timepieces apply the 

same  principle to the luxury watch industry. The specially developed  

online watch configurator allows you to choose from over 1.5 mill ion 

 possible configurations, of fering unprecedented freedom when design-

ing a chrono graph, bearing not only the signature of Porsche Design but 

more importantly your very own. Every customizable element is inspired 

by the Porsche 9 1 1 – from the colors, forms, and materials to the case, 

bezel,  strap, colored ring on the dial,  and even the rotor. Its heart ,  a 

COSC- certified WERK 01.00 chronograph caliber that is engineered by 

O N E  W A T C H .  E N D L E S S  P O S S I B I L I T I E S .

Porsche Design and constructed using state-of-the-art manufacturing 

techniques. For a final personal touch, add a custom laser-engraved mes-

sage on the case back that will  last forever. The result:  a one-of-a-kind 

t imepiece that will  be as inseparably l inked to the 9 1 1 as to its owner. It ’s 

one thing for us to tell  you about all  of these new possibil it ies and another 

to try them out for yourself. 

Bring your vision of the perfect Porsche Design t imepiece to l ife at  

www.porsche-design.us/custom-built-timepieces

© 2020 | Porsche Design of America, Inc.

A T  I T S  C O R E  T H E  9 1 1  S T A N D S  F O R  I C O N I C  D E S I G N  A N D  P O W E R F U L  E M O T I O N S .  F R O M  T H E R E ,  E A C H  O W N E R  D E C I D E S 

I N D I V I D U A L L Y  E X A C T L Y  W H A T  I T  W I L L  L O O K  L I K E ,  T U R N I N G  A N  A L R E A D Y  S P E C I A L  P O R S C H E  I N T O  A  U N I Q U E  S P O R T S 

C A R  L I K E  N O  O T H E R .

TP_Individual Timepieces_Advert_PanoramaMag_212.725x276.225mm_RZ_v1.indd   1 06.08.20   12:46
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When 2020 Nord Stern 
President and Club Racer 
Chip Smith took office 

in January he was confident. The 
Region was on a roll with an increas-
ing level of activity. He had recruited 
a great slate of committee chairs and 
officers. 

The year began with an elegant din-
ner with a program celebrating Nord 
Stern’s 50 years of driving events 
at Brainerd International Raceway 
(BIR). Dates and contracts for driv-
ing events at both BIR and Road 

America were firmed up very early in 
the year and the schedule published. 
Club Race Chairman Dave Sorenson 
was on board for another year and 
his experienced team was locked and 
loaded. Things were looking good 
and enthusiasm high. 

Then it all changed. Along came 
COVID-19 and the myriad of shut-
downs, closings, and stay-at-home 
orders. After a great start to the year 
at Sebring and COTA, PCA Club 
Racing was forced to cancel races 
one by one. The next 13 races were 

canceled as everyone involved tried 
to determine a safe path forward. In 
those early months of COVID-19, 
Nord Stern was focused on working 
through its Driver’s Education track 
events starting in April while keep-
ing an eye on Brainerd Club Race 
the end of July. The normal planning 
process was impossible due the land-
scape shifting almost daily.

Nord Stern’s Loonacy Club Race 
has been its signature event since 
1993. It’s not just a race. It’s a 
major get together not just for the 

CLUB RACING REOPENS 
AT BRAINERD
NORD STERN HOSTS FIRST RACE IN OVER FIVE MONTHS

STORY BY ROGER JOHNSON; PHOTO ABOVE BY ROGER JOHNSON, OTHERS BY ALEX BELLUS 
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region but surrounding regions. It’s 
the focus of Nord Stern’s charity 
effort and other activities. While 
other events were being postponed 
or canceled, Chip and the Nord 
Stern team stayed focused on doing 
everything to not let this virus 
defeat them. 

Key to making the race happen 
were the efforts of the team at Brain-
erd International Raceway. They 
worked very closely with Nord Stern 
in determining how the facility and 
processes could be tweaked to pro-
vide a safe environment for a Club 
Racing event. They worked with 
the authorities in the Brainerd and 
Crow Wing County area for their 
guidance in making sure the event 
was safe and met all state mandates. 
This aligned nicely with the guid-
ance from PCA National that events 
were to be structured based on the 
requirements of the locality. 

The biggest challenge the region 
faced were the ever-changing require-
ments and the ongoing problem that 
the event could be canceled at any 
time due to factors completely out of 
the region’s control. To give you some 
idea of how fluid things were, liter-
ally, the State of Minnesota’s mask 
requirements tightened the morning 
of the race. The new requirements 
mostly dealt with indoor masking. 
Since the region had already elimi-
nated any indoor group activities, 
this wasn’t an issue... But it gives you 
an idea of how fluid the requirements 
were. BIR and Nord Stern needed to 
pay attention to these ever-changing 
mandates as the fine to the business 
for failure of its customers to fully 
comply is an eye-popping $25,000 
per instance.

There were many new challenges 
we had to address. First and primary 
was whether the event could be held 
in any form. Initially, due to a vari-
ety of Executive Orders from the 
Governor of Minnesota, any sort 
of gathering of a group was simply 
not allowed. Then it went to 10 peo-
ple, then 25, then 50, then 250 or 
25% of capacity, but capacity isn’t 
defined, which is where we are today. 

Winners Do The Research

Be Smart, Not Sorry

AMERICAN DESIGNED                AMERICAN MADE
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BIR worked with the county officials 
and gained agreement as to what was 
required at the 465 acre facility for 
their events including the PCA Club 
Race. Frequent conference calls were 
organized and executed. A regular 
topic was determining what the lat-
est orders actually meant in the con-
text of a Club Race. They were not 
going to be defeated. 

Nord Stern was very fortunate 
to have Chief Steward Mike Hoke 
living in the area. As did Club Rac-
ing Chief of Timing David Ander-
son who handles systems for Club 
Racing and Nord Stern. Timing 
& Scoring Tech  Ryan McGee was 
also local as was former Zone 10 
rep Kim Fritzie to handle race reg-
istration. All of these key volunteers 
have a wealth of experience within 
Club Racing and BIR in particular. 
This experience was key to managing 
the multitude of details that needed 
review and revision to make the race 
happen safely. Scrutineers Jon Jones 
drove up from Oklahoma and Jeff 
Wiggins flew into Minneapolis  for 
the race. With additional help of 
local scrutineer Keith Fritze, they did 
great work in modifying the normal 
scrutineering processes to get the job 
done in a safe manner. 

Little things that normally don’t 
get a lot of thought now required 
considerable thought, planning, and 
attention to execution. As much 
paper as possible was eliminated but 
there still needed to be a process to 
get waivers signed and wristbands 
issued to those that just showed up at 
the gate. Dozens of details that nor-
mally would not need consideration 
now required review. Simple things 
like how will the pens be sanitized 
in the check-in process? All required 
consideration and execution.  

Then there was the challenge of 
registration. The new requirement 
by PCA of everyone signing an addi-
tional COVID-19 waiver added a 
new, complex layer to registration. 
A goal was to eliminate the poten-
tial of virus transmission through 
passing paper forms back and forth. 
The normal indoor check-in pro-

cess was scrapped and a new online 
and outdoor process created. Club 
Racing Chief of Timing and scor-
ing and Nord Stern Registrar, David 
Anderson, did a tremendous amount 
of work in building the process, 
educating participants on the pro-
cess, and making sure all steps were 
completed. He worked closely with 
ClubRegistration.net and Club Rac-
ing Admin Susan Shire to ensure all 
the details of registration were com-
pleted. Check-in was moved to the 
gate where stations were set up to 
review participant registration and 
waiver signatures. Initially, several 
stations were set up to handle the 
rush of participants. The process 
worked well and the number of sta-
tions was eventually reduced to one. 
For something that was all new and 
very complicated, participants were 
minimally inconvenienced due to 
the tremendous amount of planning 
that had taken place and the out-
standing execution of those plans.

To eliminate large gatherings, 
Steward Mike Hoke created a virtual 
driver meeting (VDM) document 
which covered all the material nor-
mally covered in the Driver’s Meet-
ing and was delivered to all drivers 
electronically. There were 13 rookie 
drivers which needed to go through 
a rookie orientation meeting which 
is normally held in person the night 
before the event but in light of the 
social distancing requirements was 
held via a Zoom conference call.   
Mike’s VDM and O&M Zoom 
meeting have been used as a template 
for additional Club Races in 2020.

So how did all this work? There 
was a record number of racers com-
ing from as far away as Connecticut 
and Florida. Aligning with Club 
Racing motto of fast and safe, there 
were no incidents in the races and no 
one involved in the event has con-
tracted the virus. Job well done! 

Summary
Many feel that 2020 will be a year 

we all would like to forget. In the 
case of the Brainerd Club Race, it 
will be a year to remember!!!
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Sitting down with Soul Spon-
sored Real life and Sim Racer 
Paul Solk for a look back on 

2020.

Q. So here we are about a year out 
from one of the most epic experi-
ences of your life, racing at Daytona 
with PCA and, looking back, could 
you have ever predicted the past year 
would have gone like this?

 A.  Never. There wasn’t even the 
opportunity to go back to Daytona 

this year unfortunately. My conclu-
sion is that the lessons learned at the 
race track will forever stay with me in 
life. Sitting in that race car requires 
a certain mindset. For me it was 
and is an ongoing lesson. Anyone 
can accept the highs that come with 
racing, the adrenaline, the thrill, the 
fulfillment of a life long dream but 
what truly makes racing unique is 
the amount that is out of your con-
trol. From our success in Sebring to 
a failed High Pressure Fuel pump in 

Watkins Glen to New Jersey where 
an unfortunate accident left the 
Bodymotion crew with the task of 
repairing a front end, fenders, cool-
ing system, headlights and band-aid-
ing the nose of my car together to 
blowing a PDK at Summit Point and 
driver error at Daytona overcoming 
adversity has always been a big part 
of my journey.  

Getting back into a race car after 
six levels of spinal fusion with a hip 
that’s been replaced twice by the time 

SOUL TO SOLK 
WITH PAUL SOLK...
SOUL SPONSORED PCA RACER

STORY & PHOTOS BY PAUL SOLK AND AND MIKE SPOCK
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I was 40 was a goal I worked years to 
achieve. Getting back into a race car 
in 2020 at times proved to be just as 
challenging! At times all I could do 
was lift the corner of the cover and 
take a peek…

 Q. I know It was a long journey 
for you to get to the finish line at 
Daytona last year, can you reflect a 
bit on your challenges and journey?

A. Sure, I don’t like to talk about it 
much as it is just part of my “normal” 
but on a daily pain scale of 1-10 I am 
a 4 on a good day. In fact, one of the 
only times I feel no pain is inside the 
cockpit of a race car. My first spinal 
surgery was in college mid 1990s. 
From there my first major procedure 
came in 2005. A 12 hour fusion sur-
gery left me with no feeling in my 
left foot and, to this day, a numb left 
leg. Thank goodness Porsche makes 
a PDK… Unfortunately, the treat-
ment of the spine led to the deteri-
oration of my hip. What I thought 
was some spinal related groin pain 
at 38 years old turned into an emer-
gency total hip replacement. Two 
years later it was revised and replaced 
again. Then in 2016 the levels above 
my original fusion finally gave way 
and it was back in for another pro-
cedure to fuse additional levels up 
the spine. End result is six levels of 
fusion, hip replaced twice, no feeling 
in my leg and some ongoing pain... 
But a permanent smile on my face 
and gratitude for what I’ve learned 
along the way. 

Q.  So, after all that did you hang 
up the driving gloves?

A. No way! That was just the 
beginning of our drive to a National 
Championship in I class last year. 
Overcoming adversity and learning 
from the challenges along the way is 
what makes us all stronger. Getting 
to Daytona last year was no different. 
No journey worth taking is easy. We 
had to deal with a multitude of inci-
dents last year and could have given 
up numerous times. There were fuel 
pump issues at the Glen, an on-track 
incident ending our race at NJMP 

SOUL’s race exhaust mounting bracket engineered 

to endure racing abuse
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early, a blown PDK at Summit 
point, and differential issues with 
the car at Daytona which made that 
final checkered flag so much more 
rewarding. Throughout it all the 
team at Soul has been instrumental 
in developing the best sounding and 
performing racing exhaust system on 
the grid, and it was designed to be 
at home and durable on the track... 
And fixing the things I broke along 
the way! The partnership we started 
has been wonderful for both myself 
working with the team and getting 
Soul the exposure they deserved 
within the PCA paddock... And I 
promise I will try to stay out of the 
bus stop wall at Daytona next year! 

 
Q. So how do you follow up on 

a journey like that culminating in a 
2019 championship? Were you able 
to defend in 2020?  

A.  Short answer is there is no title 
defense in 2020. Sadly, living in the 
Northeast has had a pretty signifi-
cant impact on track days in general 
this year, let alone race weekends. 

Q. So, with less driving in 2020, 
what have you been doing to sharpen 
your skills?

A.  Interestingly enough, PCA has 
become a leader in terms of support-
ing the ever growing ranks of Sim 
Racers out there. Last year, when 
the pandemic first hit, PCA was 
launching their Season 4 of PCA 
Sim Racing. I was not even aware 
there were a previous three! With 
no other options, I ended up down-
stairs in the basement back in a vir-
tual cockpit with real life racing and, 
just as exciting, real life interaction 
with other racers! What started out 
as nothing more than something to 
pass the time very quickly became 
real racing in a simulated environ-
ment. I never would have imagined 
a 40 minute sim race would leave my 
heart racing and me sitting in the 
seat sweating with adrenaline flow-
ing. It’s so real, the grid procedure in 
the sim leaves me having to run to 
the bathroom just like in real life!!! 

Phone: 203-723-8928
www. SoftronicSoftware.com
email: Info@SoftronicSoftware.com

Softronic® is the leading producer of racing 
and street performance software.

Spencer Cox at the wheel of his GTB1 National Championship-winning Cayman. 
Enhanced with Softronic® software.

Softronic®-tuned cars have won the GT Class 
at the Rolex 24 at Daytona and powered every 
car in the Cayman Interseries. 

Softronic® software has also powered winning 
cars and top finishers in the ultra-competitive 
World Challenge Series, Continental Tire 
SportsCar Challenge Series, and PCA races 
from coast to coast. 

Street or track, Softronic® software helps you 
put the competition in your rear view mirror.
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Q. Was the simulator new to you?
A. No, I’ve been an advocate of the 

sim for years. 
I’ve long believed, used properly, 

there are numerous ways it helps a 
driver to improve and learn. The 
sims have become so real that even 
the visual cues we use off track in 
terms of towers, stands, flagging sta-
tions, light poles are all there for you 
to tune your visual acuity into before 
even getting to the track. 

The ability to familiarize your-
self with a track can exponentially 
reduce the amount of time required 
to get up to speed. Being able to 
make huge setup changes to the car 
and feel the handling impact helps a 
driver understand what the changes 
the smart guys are making under the 
hood are actually doing and provide 
a better understanding of car setup. 

Learning the intricacies of a track, 
such as where you can pass and 
where you need to be patient and 
getting a baseline of how hard you 
can push in real life are all benefits 
to be taken from the simulator. And 
now, you’ve even got incredibly tal-
ented artists out there replicating our 
real life liveries for us in the sim rac-
ing experience!  

Not to mention, if you think try-
ing to maintain 110% concentration 
in the cockpit during a real race is 
difficult, try doing it with your dog 
trying to shove their toy at you while 
you are driving!  

Q. So, when 2021 rolls around and 
you can hopefully be back on track 
regularly, will you retire the sim?

A. Absolutely not. The team at 
PCA Sim Racing have built such 
a phenomenal league. From Jim 
Hemig to Doug Atkinson to Mike 
Nyden, they have grown from 38 
drivers in season 1 to over 350 driv-
ers and the league continues to grow.  
80+ members are enrolled in the 
eDE series with 16 instructors and 
PCA Sim Racing has all 14 regions 
with members participating! Over 
the summer even we had our first 
PCA vs PCGB competition taking 
the racing International.

PCA Sim racing has become a big 
part of my racing life just like PCA 
Club Racing. From the comradery 
to the adrenaline and fun it has pro-
vided I absolutely plan on continuing 
to sharpen my skills with PCA Sim 
Racing when I can’t be on the track 
with PCA Club Racing. But, make 
no mistake about it, the real cockpit 
will always be my first choice. 

I’m just fortunate and glad to have 
the opportunity to compete in an 
environment where mistakes don’t 
hurt as much or cost as much as they 
do in the real world when I can’t be 
out there doing the real thing…

RACE READY? 
 

 

*Pre race and event preparation 
*Enclosed professional transportation 
*Track side support and service 
*Track car maintenance, builds,  
 Development and  support 
*Professional racing arrive and drive programs 
 in IMSA and SRO America World Challenge 
*Proud dealer and installer:  Forgeline, JRZ,  
 Porsche Motorsport, TPC, Bosch, Aim & Motec 
*Porsche Approved Collision Center 
*Bolt in roll bars & custom weld in roll cages 
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Porsche Design is taking the 
connection between sports 
cars and timepieces to the 

next level, and allowing custom-
ers to create a one-of-a-kind chro-
nograph to match their ride. The 
same attention to detail, high 
quality materials, performance 
and individualization expected of 
a Porsche 911 is now extended to 
the wrist with the Porsche Design 
custom-built Timepieces program.

Porsche has created an unpar-
alleled experience for owners by 
allowing them to configure sports 
cars based on personal preferences, 
making each car as individual as 
the owner. The same can now be 
done for a Porsche Design time-
piece. Bespoke and handcrafted 
by Porsche Design Timepieces AG 
in Switzerland, each custom-built 
chronograph is made to order. 

At the core of the program is a 
specially developed online watch 
configurator, designed using the 

THE PERFECT MATCH
PORSCHE DESIGN TIMEPIECES DESIGNED BY YOU TO MATCH YOUR PORSCHE

CONTENT & PHOTOS COURTESY OF PORSCHE DESIGN

same concept as the Porsche 911 
car configurator. There are over 1.5 
million different configurations to 
choose from and, just like the car, 
the watch is digitally visualized on 
screen with each selection applied 
in real time. 

The 42mm case is based on 
the Porsche Design Chronotimer 
Series 1 and available in a glass 
bead-blasted natural titanium or 
black titanium case coated in tita-
nium carbide via PVD. The heart 
of the watch is the caliber WERK 
01.100 with a 48-hour power 
reserve. This is the first Porsche 
Design COSC-certified move-
ment, featuring a customizable 
winding rotor that matches six 
wheel designs available on the 992 
model range. 

From there, there are no lim-
its. The watchband is available in 
three sizes and offered in titanium 
or leather. Leather straps are made 
of the same hides used in Porsche 
car interiors, and come in the 14 
official 911 interior colors. Gen-
uine Porsche yarn, in 19 different 
colors, accents the strap. Up to 
three extra bracelets, featuring a 
quick-change strap system, can be 
ordered. Other customizable com-
ponents include the dial, bezel and 
a 12-character laser engraving on 
the case back. 

Once finished designing a time-
piece, an individualized configura-
tion code is generated and can be 
submitted digitally, or brought in, 
to any authorized Porsche dealer-
ship in the U.S. 

Pricing starts at $5,150, depend-
ing on selections made, with deliv-
ery expected to take between eight 
to 12 weeks. 

While specific to the 992 for 
now, additional options for other 
Porsche models will be available in 
the near future.
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COTA 2020 REPORT 
ABBREVIATED CLUBSPORT SERIES
STORY BY JOE STILL; PHOTOS FROM PCA CLUB RACING 

The last weekend of February 
through March 1, my hard-
core racer friends Grady Will-

ingham of BHM and Juan Porro of 
Miami and I went to Austin to race 
COTA with PCA. Being a fun desti-
nation, my wife Susan joined us.

Circuit of the Americas (COTA) 
in Austin is about nine years old. It 
was designed by F1 design legend 
Herman Tilke and built to host the 
F1 races in  America. We have been 
there every year but one (the year it 
rained torrentially).

The track has 20 turns. Some are 
multiple apexes, so it could count 
closer to 30 different techniques or 
presentations. There are a few “no 
lift” turns like T10 that is just a 
high-speed kink that doesn’t really 
count. Track designers will number 
any misalignment, but from a prac-

tical point of view, if it is taken flat 
out it is not a corner per se. Like T9 
at Road Atlanta some of you may 
know, it’s numbered but not many 
cars lift for it.

It was the standard three-day PCA 
Club Race weekend. We arrived, 
however, Wednesday night to play 
Tommy and Tammy tourist on 
Thursday.

The night before we headed out 
to Texas, we attended a wine-pairing 
dinner with neighbors. After mixing 
six varieties of red and white wine 
over the evening I was “less than 
sharp” crossing the door threshold at 
home. I tripped, fell flat on my face 
and broke my glasses frame. Susan, 
right behind me, found our four 
devoted dogs caring for me on the 
floor. “How sweet they are worried 
about you,” till she realized they were 

just licking up the blood from my 
busted eyebrow.

Susan cleaned up me and the 
floor and pronounced “you don’t 
need stitches.” Triaged by one tough 
chick! I had no symptoms of a con-
cussion (wood floor).

We stayed downtown the first 
two nights at the Kimpton Vanzant, 
which is an ultra-modern mid-rise 
and only a few years old. It is right 
on Lady Bird Lake and Susan was 
sure to book a two-sided room that 
faced the lake and sunset to the 
southwest and the skyline to the 
northeast. Some may remember my 
oldest daughter spent four years here 
with Susan visiting with her often. 
We love the town in many ways, 
though traffic is decidedly NOT one 
of them.

Friday morning started COLD!!! 

BRRRRR! Mid 40s. Déjà vu of 
Sebring in December when I spun on 
cold tries on a cold track into wet grass 
and took the left side off my brand-
new car! I resolved not to be that guy 
again. Sure enough, I get to T3 on the 
FIRST lap and someone has totaled 
their car in a barrier wall. You may 
not know, but COTA has a ton of run 
off almost everywhere. I have joked 
you need a map to find something to 
hit… This guy had the map.

Started Practice 1 at 2:21, same 
as FTD (Fastest Time of Day) in 
last year’s car, so “leisurely” would 
describe the pace. “Pedestrian” would 
not be inappropriate but would be 
less kind.

I used old-ish tires from Sebring 
all day. Until technique caught up 
with car capabilities, sticker tires are 
a waste. If I keep running the same 
times on aging tires, that indicates 
improving technique.

Practice 2 showed some good 
improvement to 2:18. Coaching 
doesn’t cost, it pays.

Practice 3 held the 2:18, but the 
tires were going away fast. The Vbox 
onboard data and video worked 
flawlessly for the first time since we 
installed it late last year. Some sort of 
software update did the trick as it had 
been shutting down in the middle of 
sessions, frustrating our attempts to 
compare coach laps with mine as the 
ultimate teaching tool.

Saturday mid-morning qualify-
ing with new (finally!) stickers, I 
set a new personal best 2:17. That 
one second improvement probably 
moved me up 10 spots on the qual-
ifying grid.

Sprint 1: I started 8th and held 
through the race. Maybe a spot 
gained and lost here and there but 
finished P8. There was only one 
other C7 car in my class, so as long as 
I had him behind me there was noth-
ing else to gain. We battled a while, 
but after my last pass he dropped 
off the pace. I lost focus about half-
way through and started making 
mistakes. I kept on track to the end 

but I was slightly dazed. My coach, 
Bryan Sellers, who I had been with 
me all day, started recounting what I 
had eaten (or not) that day and came 
up with about the same amount 
his 3-year-old daughter eats. A full 
stomach is not an asset in a hot race 
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car slamming around the track, but 
low blood sugar is worse. After some 
food I felt much better. And held on 
to first in class!!!!

I had some good passes back and 
forth with a C6 car (same as mine 
less a few HP) well driven and with 
lots of corner speed. Turned out to 
be a young lady from California. 

Most men at the track are enthused 
to see women join in. Until of course 
they get passed, and then it mat-
ters little man or woman, you just 
don’t like it! But the women who do 
race are, in my experience, there for 
the exact right reason, to beat you 
heads-up. If you imagined some sort 
of “you first, no you first, really,” con-
duct you couldn’t be more wrong.

Sprint 2. Because I lagged in 
Sprint 1 and lost focus, I asked for 
new tires again for Sprint 2. Usually 
we use one set all thru Qualifying, 
Sprint 1 and Sprint 2 before calling 
them done. I felt I needed the perfor-
mance cushion sticker tires provide. 
I started in 8th and battled forward. 
I did much better gaining positions 
and getting through the lappers and 
finished 4th overall. That is a per-
sonal best in PCA Club Racing for 
me, but it is the quickest factory 
stock race car class, so some improve-
ment was expected. The new tires 
absolutely made a huge difference as, 
while everyone started aggressively, I 
was two seconds a lap faster than all 
but the top two runners by half way 
through. I caught up with third place 
just as the checkers flew. Still first in 
class!!! And my coach felt it was the 
best race he had ever seen me run.

Enduro Day had to wait until 
12:00 to race. COTA Enduros run 
one hour, which means you still have 
the 5-minute mandatory stop, but 
NO REFUELING allowed.

Mid-morning someone managed 
to knock a hole in a guardrail, so that 
delayed us another hour to 1:00. 
Waiting is my least favorite part.

I missed morning warm up. My 
race mechanic, Adam, tells me he did 
front pads overnight and depended 
on me doing the warm up to bed the 
front pads. I slept in…too late for 

that now. Here I am starting 4th and 
have fresh front brakes? Not optimal. 
I drug them all around formation 
lap, but at go-time they still were not 
quite there.

I went from 4th to 8th on first lap 
before the brakes were 100 per cent, 
so I held position for a little while 
after that. For the next several laps, 
I did what I needed to clear my rear 
bumper. Also, many will remember 
when I tried to stay clean and finish 
initially, I had top three overalls for 
those years. The year I got compet-
itive, I was 4th nationally and on 
probation for rough driving, so I can 
learn, apparently. 

I challenged very few on the open-
ing lap. As the race progressed, many 
of the 2:17/2:18 guys lost a little 
pace due to tires going off. I had 
nursed my tires early on, anticipating 
such and was able to stay 2:17/ 2:18 
and was gaining about 2 seconds per 
lap toward the end. One by one, I 
came back up to 5th. After pit stops 
and late in the race, I made a pass for 
4th under braking in T1. I missed 
the line on exit and the guy came 
back on the outside in T2. I could 
have tracked out and put him in the 
marbles, but I prefer to leave racing 
room and, importantly, he was not 
in my run class. I was resolved to 
pass him again on the back straight 
under braking when a red flag came 
out just as I got around and had to 
give back the position. There were 
only 4 minutes left and someone 
was upside down in the next-to-last 
turn. After the red flag, which means 
stop safely on the edge of the track, 
they brought us back to the pits and 
threw the checker, so I missed my 
top four by about one long straight 
and a hard-braking zone which is 
where the new car excels. I am learn-
ing this car is less about power and 
more about braking. I was turning 
163 mph at the braking point on 
the back straight and braking at the 
150 marker and still leaving room 
for more. I used hard braking zones 
extensively for my passes as the week-
end progressed. 

We were done at 2 PM and scat-

tered to catch various flights out that 
night. My sister-in-law, Donna, and 
family had a great time. They liked 
it so much in the moment they said 
they might make another event.

So, it was a successful weekend 
with three wins in class, two top-
10 overall and one top-5 overall. A 
perfect antidote to my mid-pack 4th 
places at Sebring. A pro slumming 
at Sebring got so many first-place 
and bonus points at that race, he is 
still in first overall after one race for 
him and two races for me. But he has 
never run the full season, at least not 
in prior years.

I am now, by some unilateral deci-
sion of PCA, in a sub-series of PCA 
Club Racing called Clubsport. It 
was created as an outlet for the GT4 
Clubsports (Cup Cayman if you 
like). Participation with those cars 
has shrunk so they moved the top 
two big Cup cars C6 and C7 to that 
series to give them some numbers. 
The first two years after its incep-
tion it cost more to opt in that series; 
this year they unilaterally moved my 
class. Best I can tell, the net effect 
is I get real trophies and better tire 
contingency from Pirelli. As a Club-
sport racer, I get two tires for each 
first place (Sprint only) regardless of 
how many cars started. So, I netted 
four tires (rears are $600 each) and 
got two really nice trophies to add to 
the Toy Barn décor. And of course, 
Pirelli hats.

This year at COTA we had rac-
ing last year’s IMSA Cup Challenge 
Platinum Masters (over 45 y/o) Alan 
Metni running non-stock, so he was 
in GTA-3. He had an FTD of 2:12 to 
my FTD 2:17. Since COTA is about 
40% longer than Road Atlanta, 
when IMSA time comes, I hope to 
only be off a few seconds and then 
chasing always does wonders for me. 
This guy usually runs top 5 overall, 
so it is a tall order just to be on track, 
but I want to try. 

We were looking forward to Road 
Atlanta a few weeks down the road, 
but who knew that the Corona Virus 
would put a big hole in the racing 
schedule this year..

Highly Engineered Solutions
for your Porsche Track Needs

See our used parts
section for a 

rotating supply 
of great parts.

Currently we have
a KMP shift system
and a selection of
RSR suspension 

parts.

Demon Speed Toe Links and 
Upper Control Links for 911,

986, and 987. High quality and
high strength. The best for your

Porsche Street or Track Car

A new Demon Speed exclusive
product.  The RSR based engine

mounting plate.  Replace the
original stamped steel and

welded plate that is prone to
cracking and fatiuge with our 
stronger RSR inspired three

piece design.

Make Demon Speed your GT3
Cup replacement parts HQ.
We are manufacturing the 

parts to keep your car 
running as fast as new.  

Visit our Website:
www.demonspeedmotorsports.com

(216) 333-1200

Keep up with our specials
and racing results 
Including track side
live streams by joining
the mailing list on our 
web site, or by following 
us on Facebook.

Demon Speed Motorsports and 
GOODAero are now under one 
roof.  After a long relationship 
Demon Speed has acquired 
GOODAero.  We are looking 

forward to keeping the products and services at the 
highest standards while seeking opportunities to develop
more applications.
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MADNESS AT MID OHIO
STORY BY CHIP HENDERSON; PHOTOS BY DOUG HARRIS

Planning a club race during a 
normal year can be quite a 
challenge. Add in a pandemic, 

and things get really fun. By early 
2020 planning was going well for the 
25th Anniversary of the PCA Mid 
Ohio Club Race. We had a decent 
date - at least we were reasonably 
sure it wouldn’t snow (probably), 
and we were even working a deal to 
let BMWCCA have a run group for 
their racers. 

It was shaping up to be an awe-
some weekend. Then Bam! COVID-
19 shut the world down. We were 
still several months out from the race 
weekend, so just maybe we could 
still make it happen. At that point 
we weren’t sure if the virus was like 
a bad case of the flu or a precursor to 
the apocalypse. Both options seemed 

to be on the table. Regardless, as the 
weeks went by, it was looking less 
and less like the MOR Club Race at 
the Mid Ohio Sports car course was 
going to happen. 

Canceling a club race isn’t an easy 
decision. Contracts and agreements 
were made early-on and most of the 
racers already paid for their registra-
tion, so a lot of money was at stake. 
The usual refund policies didn’t 
apply due to the circumstances, so 
the right thing to do was give every 
racer a 100% refund. But the region 
was still on the hook for the track 
rental. Many clubs just don’t have 
the reserves to take that kind of hit. 
We actually had two events in danger 
– a club race and an HPDE, so we 
were sweating it out. However, once 
the governor outlawed public gather-

ings, the track had no choice but to 
release us from the responsibility. So, 
we canceled the race, let out a deep 
sigh and turned on Netflix. 

But that’s not the end of the story. 
Sometime in late June I got a call 
letting me know that Mid Ohio was 
planning to open back up on a lim-
ited basis... And there was a week-
end in mid-August available if we 
wanted it. At that time, it looked 
like the spread of the virus was on 
the downslope. So, about 400 texts, 
emails and phone calls later, we 
decided it was worth a shot. There 
was already a club race at NJMP 
planned for that weekend, but we 
thought there were probably enough 
track-starved racers out there to 
make it work. The Mid Ohio Club 
race was back on. 

We were only a couple weeks out 
from re-opening registration, so a lot 
had to happen quickly. Like I said, 
putting on a club race is a challenge, 
but doing so in a compressed time 
frame created a new level of adven-
ture. Of course, the 800 lb. gorilla 
in the room was COVID-19. A lot 
was still unknown about the virus, 
so finding a way to keep our vol-
unteers, racers and crews safe was 
something we spent a lot of time 
on. The general feeling was that if 
we required everyone to wear masks, 
enforced social distancing and made 
the registration process as touch-
less as possible, it would work. The 
key was doing as much as possible 
online. Over the following weeks we 
developed virtual meetings, on-line 
waivers and wrote out a lot of guid-
ance to replace the usual in-person 
meetings. 

I had no doubt we could pull off 
a well-managed event with enough 
precautions in place to keep every-
one safe. All I needed was a bunch of 
racers willing to give it a go.

Initially things looked good, but 
a couple weeks into registration 
the virus began to pick up a tic and 
more states began restricting travel 
or requiring a quarantine period. 
Since most of our usual club racers 
come from out of state and Can-
ada, registrations slowed to a trickle 
and some had to withdraw. Fortu-
nately, the Northern Ohio Region 
was co-hosting the weekend with an 
HPDE. With a couple of days left 
before the race enough racers driv-
er’s ed drivers had signed-up to cover 
our costs. We were good to go.

I remember waking up the Friday 
morning of the race weekend with 
a couple thoughts: first, that it was 
a beautifully warm, clear and dry 
Ohio morning and a great day to 
go racing. If you are at all familiar 
with Mid Ohio, then you know this 
something to be happy about. My 
second thought was a nagging ques-
tion of whether we should even be 
doing this. Many people were still 
suffering and dying from the virus 
every day and from all accounts, 
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World Fastest Turbo S
EKanooRacing

Predator Performance

1/4 Mile Record 9.397 @ 146MPH

1/2 Mile Record @ 177MPH

1st Place - Time Attack 2
Porsche of Colorado Springs

2015 Pikes Peak International Hill Climb

World Fastest Turbo S (Stock Turbo)
Vengeance Racing

1/4 Mile Record 9.717 @ 143MPH

we were yet to get a good handle on 
dealing with it. 

I arrived at the track with these 
thoughts running through my head. 
But as I walked around the paddock I 
saw drivers and volunteers alike who 
were happy - happy to be out in the 
sunshine, happy to be around their 
friends – even at a distance, happy 
to be back at the track and happy to 
once again be doing something they 
loved to do. This alone made all the 
stress and work it took to make this 
weekend happen worth it. 

As I mentioned, this was the 25th 
year for the Mid Ohio Region’s Club 
Race at the Mid Ohio Sports Car 
Course. Vicki Earnshaw co-chaired 
the very first Mid Ohio Club Race 
and it was pretty special to have 
her come back as our Lead Stew-
ard. With this being such a signif-
icant milestone for our region, we 
had a lot of special events planned. 
We envisioned a fancy dinner with 
big presentations, recognitions, 
speeches and awards, but that was 
no longer an option. Instead, we ran 
a simple, no-frills club race and DE 
weekend. 

Summary
The weather was just about per-

fect, the racing was clean and com-
petitive, and everyone did their part 
to help keep it safe. More impor-
tantly, we showed that despite the 
many challenges before us, with just 
the right amount of throttle, brake 
and steering input we could safely 
navigate the madness and put on a 
successful club race. 
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FIA (8856-2000) APPROVED. SFI 3.3/5.

AVANTI SUIT
FIA APPROVED (8856-2000) 
SFI 3.3/5

PODIO GLOVE
FIA APPROVED (8856-2000)

 Spring Mountain Motorsports | NV |   775-727-6363
 Track First | OH |   234-380-5978
 Wine Country Motor Sports | CA |   707-935-7223
 Wine Country Motor Sports | CO |   303-799-6606
 Wine Country Motor Sports | FL |   561-748-5328

Authorized Centers    
 Air Power Racing | UT | 801-475-9380
 Driver’s Edge Autosport | BC | 604-298-5531
 Framor Safety | MX | (52)555276-0558
 Performance Speed Tech | TX | 817-512-4780

To fi nd a dealer near you: (714) 847-1501 
or fi nd us on the web at: puma.subesports.com

Subé Sports is the exclusive 
distributor of PUMA Motorsports 

products in the USA.
www.subesports.com

Client: SUBE SPORTS  |  Ad: PUMA: Shoe/EVERFIT+PRO  |  Publication:RACER/SPORTSCAR/VINTAGE MOTORSPORTS/PANORAMA  |  Size: T=8.375x10.875 – B=8.5x11.125  |  If you experience any problems with this ad please contact: info@newportcreatives.com

The PUMA EverFit + Pro race shoe features the latest technology in foot stability and support 
for the race professional. The PUMA EverFit + Pro race shoe features a soft full-grain leather 
outer shell offering exceptional comfort and protection, while a rounded heel cup and textured 

rubber outsole derived from F1 provides the ultimate in precise, delicate, and quick footwork. The 
PUMA EverFit + Pro shoe also incorporates a ‘quick lace’ system with soft Kevlar eyelets extending from 

the cage network enabling secure, easy, and fast conformation and proper support of the entire foot. 

• Full grain leather upper, super strong and supple
•  Rounded heel cup for a natural foot 

movement on the pedals
• Quick lace system with soft Kevlar eyelets
• Textured rubber outsole for optimum grip

• FIA 8856-2000 Approved
• SFI 3.3/5 Approved
•  Available only in the black/white/red 

color combination.
• Sizes: 39-47 (7-13US)

The PUMA EverFit + Pro shoe features a dynamic lacing 
system that locks the upper and outer sole to the foot 
through a network of Kevlar cables extending from the top 
sole to the outer sole creating a complete dynamic support 
cage for the driver’s foot.

subead_puma_PUMA_PANORAMA_0316.indd   1 3/8/16   2:36 PM

I know what you’re thinking.  
You’re thinking I’ve finally lost 
my mind. This is supposed to be 

about… cars! Yes, of course. I know.  
But stay with me on this.

Almost exactly three years ago my 
partner and I got a dog. A beauti-
ful 35-lb. half Husky -- one blue 
eye -- half whatever you think ball 
of love. Her name is Lily. Every day 
she wakes up with an empty cup that 
needs to be filled with care and affec-
tion. Which she returns with unbri-
dled attention, companionship and 
admiration for her humans, us.

Let me tell you about how we 
picked her out. It was a Saturday at 
the local PetSmart. On Saturdays, 

they invite a bunch of local rescue 
organizations to display their wares.  
You pick one out, answer a few ques-
tions, write a check and a hairy bun-
dle of joy is your new life partner.

I grew up with dogs. Then I got 
married and my partner had no 
interest in continuing. I was told it 
didn’t fit our lifestyle, whatever that 
meant. So we contented ourselves 
with cats. Three. Over a period of 
35+ years. That relationship ended.  
The marriage. But I ended up with 
the last cat, Monte. And he hung on 
for another few years. He was a good 
guy, at least to me. But he had a cer-
tain affliction. When anyone would 
visit, he would run away. On the first 

note of the doorbell. People would 
say they didn’t believe I really had a 
cat. I’d drag them into the bedroom 
and have them crouch down to look 
under the bed. Where Monte would 
stare back, blink a few times, and 
keep his distance.

Anyway, after a suitable amount of 
mourning, a few months, I figured 
why not. This is what I want.  We 
dropped into said PetSmart.  There 
were probably a few dozen dogs all 
lined up. Of all shapes and sizes. A 
few people were milling about. But, 
maybe half-way down the row I could 
see some kids playing with a certain 
dog. I said to my partner, that’s the 
one. My partner said, really? I said 

MAN’S BEST FRIENDS
STORY AND PHOTO BY DANIELLE BADLER, ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION
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Here is an outline of the various contingency programs available to racers. Award specifics, guidelines, 
forms, and the most current program information can be found at 
https://pcaclubracing.org/contingency/ 

         

 GTC 3‐7 – Tires awarded to class winners of two championship points races (Sprint 2 and the 
Enduro or Sprint 3 if there is no Enduro) having two or more starters 

 GTB 1‐3 – Tires awarded to class winners of two championship points races (Sprint 2 and the 
Enduro or Sprint 3 if there is no Enduro) having two or more starters  

 Any open tire class running Pirelli Racing Slicks – Monetary discount to podium finishers  

 

 

 SP2, SP3, 911 CUP, E, GTA1, GTA2, and GTA3 classes – Tires awarded to podium finishers with 
five or more cars in class 

 

 SP1, SP2, SP3, SP996, SP997, SPB, SPC, D, E, and 911 Cup Class – Discount for podium finishers  

 

     

 SP1 Class and SPB Class – Toyo Bucks awarded to 1st thru 5th based on number of cars in class 

 

     

 SPB – “MCS Cash” for registered winners if 8 or more cars in class 

PCA CLUB RACING 2020 
CONTINGENCY PROGRAMS
BY RYAN CARIGNAN, CLUB RACING BUSINESS MANAGER

yes. How do you know? I said, look 
at how those kids are playing with 
that dog. That dog is special.  

Now, who among you has bought 
a car? Of course! All of you. And 
what made you pick out one car over 
the thousands, maybe millions, you 
could buy? Here’s your answer. You 
thought it was special! Maybe after a 
test drive. Maybe not even that.

See what I mean? Let me put it 
another way. You leave your dog to 
run an errand, go to work, whatever. 
What do you do? You look back. 
You mutter be a good girl. I’ll take 
care of you when I get back. And 
when you do return, you’re greeted 
with unconditional happiness – here 
comes the greatest person ever to 
walk this planet, my human!

And that special car? Do you park 
it at the opposite end of the parking 
lot? Do you glance back as you walk 
away? Of course you do! And when 
you get in and start it up, the fact 
that you haven’t driven it for maybe 
two weeks melts away. It’s a thrill. 
Again and again.

And, if you’re reading this, you 
probably take good care of your 
P-baby, too. Buy it the best oil, the 
best gas, the best tires, the best parts, 
the best service. And if something’s 
ever wrong, you get it taken care of, 
post-haste. Just like you do with your 
… pooch.

My motto is, if you love it, it will 
love you back. It doesn’t happen too 
often these days. Cars, today, are really 
remarkably reliable. But I remember 
the noises, the noises that would pop 
up, out of nowhere. Clutch chatter. 
A bushing squeak. You’d quick turn 
down the radio, hang your head out 
the window, or up against the wind-
shield, try to locate that noise inva-
sion. And you’d promise that, if you 
only get to where you’re going, then, 
at the very first chance, you’ll have 
that ugly intrusion taken care of, 
promptly and professionally.

Yes.  It’s the same, the exact same, 
with our furry friends. Lily’s shed-
ding was becoming absurd. Giant 
tufts of hair were flying off her. So, a 
few days ago, I had Lily washed and 
de-shedded. And while I was at it, 
they trimmed her nails and cleaned 
her teeth. Just because.  

Now she’s like a finely detailed car. 
All shimmering coat and shiny smile. 
Like after a power wash, with a fresh 
coat of wax, an engine compartment 
degrease, an Armorall and a leath-
er-feed.

And the people you meet. What’s 
our P-motto? Oh, I remember. “It’s 
not the cars, it’s the people.”

It’s the same with dogs. One of my 
motivations for getting a dog was 
to get out of my apartment. I work 
from home and can spend great gobs 

of time hunched over my computer. 
A dog, I figured, would force me 
to get out, take a walk, explore the 
neighborhood.

It’s worked. And now, walking 
Lily, I’ve met the neighbors: a local 
lawyer, a tech guy, my friend and fel-
low car nut Ilan, who now has two, 
yes, two Rottweilers… It goes on 
and on. The only weirdness is that, 
for many of these people, I know the 
names of all the dogs, but not the 
people. Stella.  Sultan.  Pearl. Mr. 
Magoo. Deuce. It’s crazy. I’ve always 
had trouble remembering the names 
of people I meet. It’s just a mental 
block. But with dogs? No issue.

And the conversations. Is that an 
Akrapovich exhaust? Did you put 
on Bilstein shocks or Konis? How 
many miles do you get on your 
rears with your Michelins? Where is 
a good shop for air-cooled 911s? A 
good detailing service? Do you dou-
ble-clutch downshift?

Now I’m also into she’s very 
friendly… can she play with your 
dog? Did he get spooked by the fire-
works this year? Do you board her? 
Where? Don’t we need a good dog 
run in the neighborhood? What vet 
do you use?

Yeah, it’s spooky. Love your car.  
Love your dog.  And, you want to 
know the best part?  Neither your car 
nor your dog talks back.    

 V O L U M E  2 8  •  E D I T I O N  2 0 . 4  •   S P O N S O R E D  B Y  P O R S C H E  C L U B  O F  A M E R I C A

On the Cover
When 2020 Nord Stern 

President and Club Rac-
er Chip Smith took office 
in January, he was confi-
dent. The Region was on 
a roll. 

The year began with a 
program celebrating Nord 
Stern’s 50 years of driving 
events at Brainerd Inter-
national Raceway. 

Dates and contracts  
were firmed up very early. 

Club Racing Chair Dave 
Sorenson was on board for 
another year and his expe-
rienced team was locked 
and loaded. 

Things were looking good 
and enthusiasm high. 

Then it all changed. 

Along came COVID-19
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EVENT ADS
  PAGE          EVENT                                   DATE

 11 Sebring Feb 4-7

 16 COTA Feb 26-28

2020  PCA CLUB RACING 
NATIONAL SPONSORS
For direct access to sponsor website,  
go to https://pcaclubracing.org/sponsors/

MO T O R S P O R T S

991.1 Porsche Cup Car: Price:          $115,000
2016 Cup with a 991.2 re-tub; previously raced and finished 2nd overall in 
the 2019 IMSA GT3 Cup Challenge season - gold class. Re-tub in late 2018 
by TPC Racing with 991.2 chassis. Raced 2nd-half IMSA season in 2020 
without incident; Maintenance sorted and serviced by ACI Motorsports 
PMNA-sealed engine and transmission with ~ 70 hours. 100% compliant 
to IMSA-standards and can be campaigned in Porsche Sprint Challenge or 
PCA Club Racing. Car comes with one set of wheels and over $12.5k in 
spares. Spares generally include radiators, ducts, wheel hubs, bumpers, gen-
tly used rotors, center lock socket, etc. Complete list of detailed spares and 
pmna pricing on request; no ABS

Gen 1 Tranny
Porsche Cup Car PMNA built complete transmission:  $25,000
PMNA-sealed, raced 2nd half of season in IMSA GT3 Cup Challenge, and 
1st half 2020 season. Complete rebuild by PMNA in April 2019 - $34,485 
detailed invoice available. PMNA “30 hour service” completed around the 
35hr mark in June, 2020 - $11,454 detailed invoice available. Less than 6 
hours on transmission since recent service. Serviced and maintained by ACI 

Gen 1 Engine
991.1 Porsche Cup Car PMNA built complete engine: $27,500
PMNA-sealed, raced 2nd half of season in 2019 IMSA GT3 Cup Challenge, 
and 1st half 2020 season. Complete rebuild by PMNA in August 2019 - 
$44,523 detailed invoice available. 41.5 hours since rebuild. Serviced and 
maintained by ACI Motorsports

E-mail: rbe351@yahoo.com or text 404-771-3144

2016 991.1 IMSA-Prepped Cup 
Car w/ spares 
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1989 Tiger Star Model 610100A Truck   $7,000
A unique track support vehicle. Tiger Trucks are imported unassembled from China, 
assembed in Oklahoma. Purchased in 2012 in fairly poor condition. Truck was com-
pletely gone through including: new shocks and struts, re-engineered front suspen-
sion, new brake shoes and master cylinder, new interior, wheels and tires, lifted for 
better off road clearance, extensive body work and paint. Designed originally as a 
factory vehicle, the top speed is about 50 mph. Motor is under the seats, which can 
be removed for access. Engine is a 4 cylinder, 4 stroke overhead cam design of 
about 1000cc and 40hp. The truck was built to be a track support vehicle for a race 
car, but it is street legal, licensed in California. This truck is in very excellent condition 
Contact Skip Carter for information 619.992.9927  Skip Carter@pobox.com (20.4)

1985 944 SP1 Club Racer (trailer optional) $8,000
Very strong, dependable track car. Fresh engine and tranny, Guard LSD, short 5th, 
AMB, Longacre convex mirror, hood pins, Sparco steering wheel, Odyessy battery, No-
mex shifter boot, fire system, Weltmeister frt sway bar, Tarett rear bar, steel front control 
arms, 400# front springs, coil over, 30mm rear torsion bar, cool suit, roll cage, race 
seats and harnesses, spare fuel jugs, stock muffler, 2 sets wheels/tires & other parts. 
PCA log book. Open trailer (with winch) available for $2,000. San Diego

Skip Carter 619.992.9927 SkipCarter@pobox.com        (20.4)

1966 Porsche 911 Vintage IMSA Race Car                $125,000
Race car built & developed by privateer John Johnson in the early 1980s and campaigned in 

IMSA GTU class. As a crew member for Garretson and Dick Barbour, Johnson had access to 934 

& 935 customer cars and leftover parts. He reportedly built this car (#8) in late 1979 and piloted 

it to a sixth-place overall finish at its first IMSA outing in 1981 at Laguna Seca. Walt Maas & 

Johnson piloted #8 at Laguna Seca & Sears Point 1983 and in 1984. It has a naturally aspirated 

2.5 with twin-plug heads paired with an upside down 4-speed 935 transaxle. Coil-over suspen-

sion, reinforced chassis, vented 930 brakes, larger sway bars, 16” Gotti wheels, and more. With 

Ex-IMSA race cars featured at the 2019 Monterey Reunion, #81 wa brought out after 33 years of 

storage for a $144k refurbishment. Approximately four hours of runtime since refurbinshment.

Contact Paul Friedman 949.375.1414 PST or aflatsix@gmail.com for more history.        (20.4)

2001 TWIN TURBO RACE CAR               $58,000 OBO/TRADE
Speed Yellow. Speed Gallery Build. 2890 lbs. 575 HP.  AWD. GT2 Parts. 997 GT3RSR 
Flares. GrandAM Wing. Rader Transmission. Polished CCWs. Sparco Seat/Belts 2023. 
Many Lap Records! Logbooks: SCCA, PCA POC, NASA. Stunning New Paint, Graphics
Removed. NEW Windshield, Radiators, Brakes, Fuel Pump, Master Cylinder. Fast, 
Beautiful and Reliable! Clear Title.    TRADE UP/DOWN FOR STREET CAR.

 Paul Fairchild  Phoenix, Arizona 602-363-8449     porschepaul@hotmail.com  (20.4)

1983 911 Euro Sc 3.0l   $45,000
Recent motor, transmission, clutch rebuild. New fuel cell, fire supression. All safety up to date and current PCA logbook. Two sets 
15” wheels, numerous spare parts. Well sorted with podium finishes. Nascar door bar, camera, cool suit with helmet air and is track 
ready with no additonal work needed. This is a 911 Cup or “E” Stock class car.

Contact Ray Ramirez at: ponygradtx@yahoo.com or (281) 743-4469      (21.1)

2008 997.1 GT3 Cup Car     $59,950 OBO
Excellent condition. Recent clutch. DE driving ONLY for the last 10 years. (2:14s at 
Sebring) One set of extra wheels
97.1 hours on a JB Racing rebuild

Ron Zitza (407)448-1852 or teamzotz@aol.com         (21.2)

LOCKTONMOTORSPORTS.COM
The Lockton Motorsports Insurance program is administered by Lockton A�nity, LLC d/b/a Lockton 
A�nity Insurance Brokers LLC in California #0795478. Coverage is subject to actual policy terms and 
conditions. Policy benefits are the sole responsibility of the issuing insurance company. Porsche Club 

of America will receive a royalty fee for the licensing of its name and trademarks as part of the 
insurance program o�ered to the extent permitted by applicable law. Not available in all states.

DE Insurance you can count on

Protect your investment with O�-Track Insurance for 
your competition vehicle, and DE Insurance while 

participating in non-competitive events.

PHOTOS
by Alex Bellus

2016 991.1 IMSA Prepped Cup Car w/spares        $118,000
2016 Cup with a 991.2 re-tub; previously raced & 2nd overall finish in 2019 IMSA 
GT3 Cup Challenge season - gold class. (see datails on page 50)

Gen 1 Tranny              $25,000
Cup Car PMNA built complete transmission (see details on page 50)

Gen 1 Engine              $27,500
991.1 Cup Car PMNA build complete engine (see details on page 50)
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West Dillard
PO Box 340957, Austin, TX 78734
(512) 423-8327 westondillard@gmail.com
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Mike Hoke
11779 E. Windrose Dr, Scottsdale, AZ 85259-2747
952.240.1031  ekohracing@gmail.com

Program & License Coordinator

Susan Shire
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David Anderson
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Walt Fricke
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718 Cayman GT4 Clubsport
The GT4 Clubsport is not only a commitment to the race track.  
It is also a declaration of dependence on motorsport.

Perfectly Addicting.

Porsche Motorsport North America
19800 South Main Street
Carson, CA 90745, USA
info@porschemotorsport.com
porsche.com/PMNA

© 2020 Porsche Motorsports North America, Inc. 718 Cayman GT4 Clubsport “Competition” model shown. The base vehicle is not homologated.  
Customers can order an optional package that provides homologation in accordance with IMSA and SRO GT4 regulations from Porsche Motorsport North America.


