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THE DIFFERENCE IN BRAKING

MAXIMUM PERFORMANCE 
AND RELIABILITY 

THE FIRST CHOICE FOR CHAMPIONS 

PAGID Racing brake pad compounds off er maximum stopping power, 
 ultimate endurance and consistently high quality for professional and 
amateur racers alike. EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE IN BRAKING!

THE PADS 
YOU NEED
In Stock, All the Time, Shipped Free

WE’RE THE LARGEST U.S. PAGID RACING BRAKE PAD 
SUPPLIER, WITH THE MOST EXTENSIVE INVENTORY.

PAGID Racing Brake Pads are available in 
many compounds to fi t most applications. 

Call us now or use the PAGID Racing 
Brake Pad Quick Search on our website 
to fi nd the pads you need >>> FAST!

ORDER

800.356.2080
ORDERS

www.pagidracing.com
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847.304.5515 NORTHSTARMOTORSPORTS.COM
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Street & track pads for your Porsche

Orders 866-505-2739
Tech 843-299-0997

Like us on Facebook to learn more about 
product updates, sales and more.

Got questions about safety products? 
We can help you choose the correct safety 

equipment for your vehicle, needs and budget.

Ask for your 
PCA discount! 
(available on 
most items) NATIONAL SPONSOR

Receive a FREE fl eece lined helmet 
bag with each helmet purchase!

Harnesses, Nets, 
Restraints

Full systems, 
replacement 
parts & 
accessories 
available

It’s the most effective 
heat prevention 
system.system.

Full systems, 

Cool-a-Clava 
Helmet Cooling Insert

Rotors, Hats & 
Big Brake Kits

Harnesses, Nets, 

Sabelt GT3 Harness 
FIA 8835 latest spec

 All 2” webbing

Grass Roots
Reading through this issue of  

CRN really reminded me how much 
I love the grassroots aspect of  PCA 
Club Racing. Chip Henderson taking 
the car he had, wrenching it himself, 
and having a ball racing against who-
ever was next to him. 

There is still a place in Club Racing 
for the garage mechanic. Mike James 
at almost 75 years old, still racing. A 
bit less competitive than he was, per-
haps, but supporting himself, camp-
ing at the track and loving it.

And lastly, the Hastings Club Race, 
which is a wonderful event at a great 
track. Road America has Siebkens. 
Hastings has the Tessman’s garage 
museum. It’s something you really 
need to experience.

Smaller Races
On the subject of  smaller races, 

we are seeing a trend of  the big races 
getting bigger, and the small races 
getting smaller. It seems that if  all 
of  your friends or competitors are 
going, you go. If  not, you are less 
likely to go. It’s a real shame. 

While I love our big races, the 
smaller races all have their own 
unique charms. The Gear Box at 
Road America is pretty great, but 
have you experienced the home 
made food from the woman who 
runs the snack bar at Buttonwillow?

I have gotten to visit most of  our 
venues as a volunteer, and I look for-
ward to getting to as many as I can 
to race. I encourage you to try a new 
venue each year. You won’t regret it.

13/13 Rule Change?
Changing subjects, several times 

recently I have had people suggest 
that we change the 13/13 rule to 
not preclude people from competing 
for a championship the next year. 
That’s interesting, because that has 
never been the case. Getting a 13/13 
eliminates you in the year you get the 
sanction. The next year, you may still 
be on your probationary period, but 
you can run for a championship. I’m 
not sure how so many folks got this 
impression, but it’s not true. So get 
out there and win, without hitting 
anything, please.

See you at the track!
West

Ed: In putting together this magazine I 
often find myself  browsing through folders 
of  photos from past events.

I came across the photo above of  Bryan 
Shite at our annual Awards Banquet 
in 2020 accepted the Friedman Spirit 
Award for Spencer Cox, who had passed 
away in 2019.

At Sebring this year, more than once I 
heard people mention Spencer, who was the 
owner of  Speedsport Tuning in the Con-
necticut Valley Region and a cherished 
member of  CVR, PCA Club Racing 
and more. 

I found it fitting that at this year’s ban-
quet, West honored the shops that support 
all of  us racers as the recipient of  this 
year’s Friedman Spirit Award. Thanks to 
alll of  you.
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PHOTOS

I won’t say it too loudly, as I’d 
rather not jinx myself, but it 
would appear that things are on 

the upward swing toward normal. 
Aside from a fairly large chunk of  
cars unable to make Sebring, the 
event went very well. From an out-
side view, it looked very similar to 
pre-pandemic times. As supply chain 
returns to normal, I fully expect 
2022 to be a very successful season. 

With a new season comes new 
opportunity for growth. My role is 
to help develop that growth in ways 
that bring more value to you guys 
and gals. This said, I am happy to 
report that we have a few new spon-
sors ready to step up for the 2022 
season. West and I are also happy 
to announce new changes to better 
help both regions and Racers bet-
ter enjoy their Club Race. Expect to 
hear about these changes in the near 
future. 

On to other changes- I would like 
to thank everyone who has come to 

me with ideas and suggestions. Sim-
ple tweaks to improve overall expe-
rience often go overlooked when 
there are so many moving parts. 
When I hear directly from the vol-
unteers and/or drivers, I have first-
hand information to help support 
the battle for said changes. 

In addition to this, I have devel-
oped a plan to investigate some of  
our fellow racing leagues to deter-
mine what they do differently and 
how we may incorporate that into 
our program, if  needed. I feel this is 
information to be included in a sur-
vey at some point throughout this 
year. 

While surveys can be great, the 
typical response rate is relatively low 
among the Racers. This results in 
~80 people having the final say in 
what changes are made within the 
program, which is not ideal. If  or 
when we decide to send out a sur-
vey, please do your best to give it a 
look. I encourage everyone to read 

their emails and continue to bring 
thoughts and suggestions to me and 
West. 

As for the mentioned supply 
shortages, the volunteer staff  and 
I are being mindful of  potential 
changes. We ask that you bring these 
shortages to the staff ’s attention as 
soon as you catch wind of  a prob-
lem. It is the only way for us to 
responsibly make changes pre-race 
weekend. It seems that tire short-
ages are mostly resolved, but I am 
sure there are delays on one of  the 
many categories of  consumables 
that these cars need. 

Suggestions to me
Complaints to West

As stated before, my line is almost 
always available. I encourage every-
one to come to me with information 
and suggestions (send the complaints 
to West, however). I look forward to 
hearing from you and can’t wait to be 
back on track with you all! 

©2022 Eastman Performance Films, LLC. All rights reserved. No liability is accepted for errors. 02/22. @suntekfilms

WITH EASY CLEAN BENEFITS 
OF CERAMIC COATING

SELF-HEALING 
PAINT PROTECTION FILM

Thicker PPF designed for higher 
impact resistance. 

OR FILM PERFECT FOR THE TRACK

CONSIDER OUR NEWEST FILM

FIND A SUNTEK 
PPF INSTALLER 
NEAR YOU

ULTRA DEFENSE
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Late last year one of  the orig-
inal T&S crew, Chuck Perilli, 
forwarded an article to the 

Timing & Scoring team describ-
ing how F1 does lap timing in their 
series. That article was originally 
written back in 2017 but there was 
plenty of  interesting stuff  that I 
thought it might be nice to provide 
an overview of  how we do lap tim-
ing in PCA.

  As a bonus, Chuck also provided 
a summary of  his involvement with 
regional timing and how the func-
tion morphed to Timing and Scoring 
today. You can read that elsewhere in 
this issue of  CRN. Thanks, Chuck!

To help with my quest, my pre-
decessor, Michael Wingfield, wrote 
a similar summary of  the timing 
function in 2007 (Michael and David 
in photo at Sebring 2019). With 
Michael’s permission, I’ll include 
some of  his content in my article. 
What follows is going to be an over-
view of  the basic timing function 
within our series. 

I’ll start things off  by classifying 
PCA Club Racing as a semi-pro road 
racing series. Some would say ama-
teur racing, but from where I sit in the 
timing suite, you guys are just as com-
petitive on the track as professional 
drivers (some of  you are profession-
als), and our equipment in the timing 
suite scores races and lap times with 
as much accuracy as F1, IndyCar, 
IMSA, NASCAR, and SCCA.

Each of  the sanctioning bodies 
uses a variety of  proprietary hard-
ware and software; both in the timing 

suite and on your car.  The founda-
tion for accurate timing requires a 
transponder in your car, decoders in 
the timing suite, and computer soft-
ware to map the unique transponder 
number to the car number and driver.

Transponders – What Do They Do
Mounted in your car, the tran-

sponder is constantly broadcast-
ing a digitally encoded signal that is 
picked up by the decoders using a 
loop buried in the track at specific 
locations: Start/Finish, Start/Finish 
Pit, Pit-In, and Pit-Out. A few years 
back we upgraded to the MyLaps 
X2 equipment that supports the old 
TranX260 (red) transponder as well 
as the newer X2 subscription-based, 
red stripe units. These transponders 
are designed to support speeds of  up 
to 161 mph.  

A Track Loop?
That transponder signal is picked 

up via an “antenna” that’s been cut 
into the track surface and filled over 
with special caulk. You’ll see these 
timing loops at Start/Finish and else-
where depending on the track layout. 
You’ll know it’s a timing loop when 
you see one because the cuts are a 
couple of  feet apart and run paral-
lel across the track width. At most 
of  our tracks, the Start/Finish and 
Start/Finish-Pit loops are run directly 
to the timing suite. The Pit-In and 
Pit-Out loops are run to a trackside 
box where we use radio transmitters 
to connect to the Timing network.

Each loop is terminated with a 
decoder that converts the digital tran-
sponder signal. In turn, the decoder 
communicates this transponder data 
to the timing computers and software 
via a network connection.  

This is a good time to mention that 
each decoder is connected to a GPS 
puck to pick up a timing signal that is 
transmitted from the cluster of  satel-

lites in semi-synchronous orbit.  This 
provides a synchronized time signal 
that is accurate to thousands (.001) 
of  a second to all decoders.  Thus, 
a pit stop time of  4:59.999 is short 
one thousand of  a second and you’re 
going to get called into black flag for 
a stop-and-go penalty.

What Goes On in Timing
The entire timing sequence starts 

with that transponder in your car.  
As it passes over a loop on the track, 
the decoder catches the transponder 
signal. As your car approaches the 
loop, the decoder catches the tran-
sponder as a low radio signal that 
gets stronger as it approaches and 
ultimately passes over the loop and 
gets weaker as you drive away. This 
pass is interpreted by the decoder as 
many transponder “hits” for a spe-
cific loop. The strongest strength 
“hit” is recorded by the software as 
your official “passing.” 

There are only a couple of  loops 
that Timing is primarily concerned 
with; Start/Finish and Start/Fin-
ish-Pit. That’s one logical loop as 
it creates a single timeline that rep-
resents a lap on the track.

When there is an enduro on the 
schedule, that pit-in / pit-out time 
segment is monitored for those 
pesky short pit stops. Speaking of  
which, my historical review of  short 
pit stops of  less than five minutes 
usually results in a 40-45 second 
penalty from pit-in, the stop at black 
flag to make up the short pit stop 
time, and the drive to pit-out. That’s 
a hefty penalty that could easily be 
avoided by trying to avoid an extra 
five seconds on your pit stop.

How Does Timing Know?
Ultimately, it’s the race registration 

data from ClubRegistration.net (Clu-
bReg) that maps transponder data 
to the car number and driver. The 
ClubReg data is loaded into Orbits, 
the timing and scoring software used 
to connect to and communicate 
with the decoders. It’s the on-track 
transponder number that’s matched 
against the imported data to pro-

vide the driver’s name, car number, 
and car class that you see on the live 
results feed and results published at 
the end of  the session.

Timing staff  watches the pass-
ings (cars crossing over the loops) 
as they are captured by the decod-
ers and displayed by the software. 
Each passing of  a transponder over 
a loop is logged by the decoder along 
with a timestamp from the GPS and 
the operational status of  the tran-
sponder itself; how many hits were 
recorded on the loop and the state 
of  the transponder power. (Yes, we 
can see low battery and signal con-
ditions on the rechargeable units.) 
The decoder streams the passing 
data to the timing software, and it is 
displayed as a line item along with a 
lap time. Lap times are a calculation 
of  the current timestamp minus the 
last timestamp.

What If?
What happens when the registra-

tion data (car number, color, model, 
class) doesn’t match the car seen 
crossing the Start/Finish loop? We 
have a mismatch of  on-track versus 
imported registration data resulting 
in what Timing refers to as an “unre-
lated” passing. It’s obvious what we 
see on the track, so we do our best to 
hunt down the best match in the reg-
istration dataset. Sometimes we can’t 
find a good match and we have a 

driver stop at the black flag station to 
find out who you are. Normally, we 
can resolve unrelated passings by the 
qualifying session. In extreme cases, 
Timing will manually track a few laps 
so drivers will have a recorded time 
to be used for points races.

We all know stuff  breaks down or 
software hiccups occasionally. That’s 
why Timing & Scoring deploys fully 
redundant equipment, meaning 
duplicate, yet functionally indepen-
dent, stacks of  MyLaps X2 decoders 
and computers running the propri-
etary MyLaps Orbits timing soft-
ware. This minimizes the need to 
have a room full of  “tapers” record-
ing car numbers as they cross the 
Start/Finish loops.

Now you have an idea of  how 
Timing & Scoring works. It’s a tad 
more complicated than what was 
described but that’s the gist of  what 
we do once we’re unpacked, set up, 
and performed some testing. After 
every event, I review the results of  
practice sessions, warm-ups, qualify-
ing, sprints, and enduros. If  you have 
questions or issues after results have 
been posted to the Club Race website, 
MyLaps SpeedHive, or RaceHero, 
feel free to contact me at David.
Anderson@PCAClubRacing.org.

I hope you enjoy Chuck’s histori-
cal perspective of  Timing & Scoring!  

See you at the track!
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FRONT CAR NUMBERS
Having racers get every car preparation rule just right 

is sometimes like herding cats. I understand this - not 
every racer has been racing with PCA since 1992 as I 
have, nor been a scrutineer for 20 years, nor edited the 
CR rule book, and the shop guys who maintain a lot of  
cars for racers deal with various other race organizations 
and other rules. 

 PCA’s rules are not static either. CRN may be bedside 
reading, but this year’s rule book isn’t. Some discrepancy 
is bound to occur. Seldom does a car’s cage fail to meet 
the requirements. It is the smaller stuff  which has more 
variation. 

In some professional and semi-professional racing 
there are no number options - you are handed a vinyl 
panel and, if  the numbers aren’t on it, told just what to 
put on it. Those racing organizations have a relatively 
small number of  cars and a smaller number of  teams 
and shops to deal with than PCA.

A couple of  years ago the scruts and timers got tired 
of  dealing with racer creativity with the numbers on the 
hood. With the advent of  printed wraps, some graphics 
looked like WWII Navy dazzle paint with Gothic script 
numbers visually hidden within, in odd locations on the 
hood and at various angles.

Dazzle number, though fairly clear, but what about no 
number, before the rule change? 

Several years ago this rule was made for the front car 
numbers: “The front number shall be white, a minimum 
of  4 inches high, with a one-inch plain stroke, installed 
horizontally and located on the upper right side (from 
the perspective of  the driver) of  the windshield. If  it is 
mounted on a banner, the background must have at least 
as much contrast as the windshield glass.”   Note that you 
don’t have to remove numbers on the hood - they just 
have to be the same number as on the windshield.

The color and size requirements were not chosen arbi-
trarily, but for the ability of  the eye to read them at some 
distance and high speeds based on observation at events. 
Deviation does affect this. In particular, black numbers 
on a white background (such as on a window banner) 
cannot be as easily distinguished as white numbers on 
glass, or even a white background. And numbers which 
are shorter, or especially of  narrower stroke, are also not 
as readily resolved at a distance. Thanks to modern oph-
thalmology, I have 20/20 vision and can tell the differ-
ence from the hot pits at Sebring.

Scruts at the grid often find cars with no number on 
the windshield - this is pretty obvious. Communicating a 

request to make it right takes up time, especially since the 
grid is not the optimum time to communicate. And this 
kind of  rules infraction is not up there with not having, 
say, a window net. And it is as frustrating for the scruts 

Photo #3 shows a large (see through?) number on the first 

car, a small number on the hood of the next car(grrr), and 

a compliant number on the 3d car.

Photo #2 shows a dazzle number, though clearer 

than many before the rule change, but what about 

no number at all on the blue car?

Photo #1: The shop had all the car numbers done in 

black on white - excellent preparation. In this photo 

the black windshield number looks good, but that is 

because of the long lens and fast photo speed - the 

rule requires white, which is a more distinguishable 

color to the eye:
FREE Racer only Test & Tune 
Sessions Friday April 22th

Three Sprint Races

Registration Opens 
March 7, 9pm CDT
Http://registration.pca.org
Chairman:
   David Stadtmueller
   porschekc@gmail.com

Kansas City
Region PCA

Heartland
Motorsports Park

April 23-24, 2022

PORSCHES IN THE HEARTLAND

as it can be for the driver concentrating on the upcoming 
session or race.

The minimum front number dimensions were based 
on a fear that larger numbers might interfere with the 
driver’s vision. From talking with drivers, it appears this 
isn’t a problem for most, so bigger is better for the volun-
teers on the National crew at events. Having the numbers 
with just a glass background is better than alternatives, so 
having the numbers below a banner is best. 

 And the best approach is to use larger, white outside, 
one way perforated vinyl numbers on the glass.  Some 
pro/semi pro organizations have required this kind of  
number. A couple of  cars have numbers of  this sort eight 
or so inches tall below the banner on the glass. They look 
huge. Drivers report no issues with vision, since they are 
designed so you can look through them from the inside, 
but not from the outside. Ask the shop printing on this 
stock for you to use the 50% style, since you are not using 
it for privacy. This is the stuff  used on bus and retail 
store windows for advertising without obscuring the 
view from inside, and in homes for privacy.  

Getting the details of  your car’s numbers right will give 
you more time on the grid to contemplate what is coming 
up when you get on track.
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The Medical Committee gets 
numerous physicals for review that 
appear complete but many issues 
on their physicals are not addressed, 
corrected or explained. Nobody on 
the Medical Committee wants to pre-
vent anyone from racing and enjoy-
ing a very rewarding and expensive 
hobby. Besides, the prize money for 
winning is just too indescribable!

However, no one wants to race 
with someone who can’t see you 
passing because their peripheral 
vision is poor, or who is at risk from 
passing out because their heart rate 
is irregular and suddenly beating 
200 times a minute, or whose dia-
betes puts them at risk for a low 
blood sugar attack when driving 
in 90 degree heat, dehydrated and 
attempting to pass you at 100MPH 
just as they pass out.  

Our job is to keep EVERYONE 
safe while enjoying a fantastic hobby 
and sport. That includes not only the 
racer requesting medical approval, 
but all 40 of  their closest friends 
who are vying for position in every 
turn and straight.

Many physicals for our review 
document the driver is safe to drive.  
Upon review, certain issues have 
not been properly addressed. Our 
forms are pretty specific when it 
comes to racing clearance. Any YES 
answer needs at least an explanation 
and sometimes more detailed medi-
cal clearance submitted before it can 
be accepted. 

Numerous physicals are submit-
ted without any explanations, no 

test results (if  required), missing 
data (important “stuff ” like pulse 
and blood pressure) and incomplete 
forms. Being cleared to drive to the 
grocery store at 25 mph on a Sunday 
afternoon is not the same as driving 
on track at 100 plus MPH where 
split seconds can decide between 
winning or crashing.

Lets look at some examples. 
Driver 1 has been diagnosed with 

atrial fibrillation after nearly passing 
out while doing his daily jog. His 
doctor evaluated him and has him 
on mild heart medication, but occa-
sionally his heart rate still races away 
and he feels dizzy despite taking his 
medication as prescribed. 

Driver 2 has Diabetes. He is 
on insulin and tries to manage his 
sugars as best he can. He has been 
using his insulin as prescribed, but 
he has passed out twice in the last 
6 months because his blood sugar 
suddenly dropped too low. He 
nearly crashed his car while driving 
home from work.

Driver 3 has declining vision. His 
visual acuity is 20/50 and his periph-
eral vision is 65 degrees which means 
he pretty much has tunnel vision and 
can not see to his right or left with-
out turning his head.

All three drivers had been cleared 
to race by their examining doctors/
PA’s/nurse practitioners. Are they 
safe to race on track with you at over 
100 mph ? NO.  

Cardiac irregularities that are not 
properly controlled can  occur sud-

denly and incapacitate the driver in a 
split second.

A diabetic hypoglycemic attack 
(low blood sugar) can occur sud-
denly with minimal to no warning 
and can render one unable to control 
their bodily functions.

Racing with uncorrected or uncor-
rectable vision abnormalities can put 
other racers as well as the racer with 
the defects at risk of  crashing or 
causing a crash. 

What can be done?
The Federal Department of  Trans-

portation has developed numerous 
guidelines addressing many medical 
conditions where the risk of  inca-
pacitation to truck drivers is signifi-
cant.  We, as the Medical Committee, 
try to follow these in minimizing the 
risks for racing drivers’ safety. Our 
requests for more information or 
reports of  a test or two which should 
be done to document driver safety, is 
the prudent and safe thing to do.

When we see issues similar to 
these, we request further evaluation 
by the racers’ specialists to either 
correct these abnormalities, better 
treat or change the treatment plan 
of  the underlying disease in order to 
minimize the risk of  severe adverse 
effects that can incapacitate the racer 
and decrease their risk to self  or oth-
ers while racing. 

In addressing the previous hypo-
thetical  examples... 

Driver 1 was recommended to be 
reevaluated by a cardiologist who 

then recommended an ablation. The 
driver had it  done and now  has con-
verted to normal sinus heart rhythm, 
no longer has irregular fast heart 
beats, feels great and is racing with-
out issue.

Driver 2 was reevaluated by his 
doctor and his diabetes regimen 
was modified. They no longer have 
issues with low blood sugar, he feels 
better and is racing without incident.

Driver 3 saw an eye specialist, was 
fitted with special lenses/contacts 
and had a more detailed eye exam 
which documented an acceptable 
peripheral vision. He is racing with-
out incident.

In conclusion, the medical com-
mittee’s job is to consider the big pic-
ture in keeping everyone safe, from 
the racer to all their competitors. At 
times the request for further evalu-
ation, treatment or documentation 
may seem excessive or unnecessary 
but it is done for good reason to 
keep us all safely racing in our favor-
ite hobby. To finish first one must 
first finish safely!

Have fun, race hard and stay safe!
The Medical Committee.

Why Is My Medical Not Accepted?

Eagles Canyon Cup
Texas Two Step

May 28-29, 2022
Registration opens April 11th 9p CDT!!

http://register.pca.org

UPCOMING RACE ADS

 55  VIR March 25-27

 53  Thunderhill 1 April 2-3

 49  Road Atlanta April 8-10

 21  Lime Rock Park April 22-23 

 11  Heartland Park April 23-24

 45  NOLA May 13-15

 45  Buttonwillow May 14-15

 58  Mid-Ohio May 20-22

 27  Great Plains May 20-22

 13  Eagles Canyon 1 May 28-29  

 27  UMC (Miller) June 11-12

 53  Watkins Glen June 17-19 

 48  Brainerd July 9-10

 41  CMP (Mosport) July 29-31

 17  High Plains September 17-18

 17  West Coast Series  (see calendar)

  PAGE                      EVENT                           DATE 
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Highly Engineered Solutions
for your Porsche Track Needs

THE 996 CUP SPOILER
IS BACK !!

Come and see the ‘new’
996 Cup Spoiler. Made

from the same material
as the original.

Demon Speed is your Stocking Dealer
for the 991 Cup GTD1 Wheels made
Specifically for the 991 Cup Cars. 

Step up to quality Made In America
Wheels by Forgeline.

A new Demon Speed exclusive
product.  The RSR based engine

mounting plate.  Replace the
original stamped steel and

welded plate that is prone to
cracking and fatiuge with our 
stronger RSR inspired three

piece design.

Make Demon Speed your GT3
Cup replacement parts HQ.
We are manufacturing the 

parts to keep your car 
running as fast as new.  

www.demonspeedmotorsports.com

(216) 333-1200

Keep up with our specials
and racing results 
Including track side
live streams by joining
the mailing list on our 
web site, or by following 
us on Facebook.

              Congratulations to  
              driver Ed Baus for 
              winning the 
              International GT 
              Mission Foods GT3 
              Cup Trophy. See us at
the track in 2018 at IGT and 
Porsche Club Racing Events.

Demon Speed is a Proud Sponsor of PCA 
and the 2021 PCA Club Racing Program

Demon Speed offers Racing Tire Warmers.  
The best way to improve your track experience

for only $894 per set.

Now at Demon Speed

Demon Speed offers
Racing Tire Warmers
This is the best way

to improve your track 
experience for only

$894 per set.

Deciding which races to 
attend each year is not easy. 
Given that I’m talking about 

showing up with a pen and pad of  
paper instead of  a racecar, you think 
the decision would be easier. Vir-
tually every event I’ve attended has 
been fabulous... Sometimes it is the 
facility, usually it is the people and 
sometimes it is the area. The historic 
airport next to the Lightning and 
Thunderbolt tracks is just one exam-
ple. Mid-Ohio, which I have never 
been to, is my next visit. I’ve heard 
so much about it and I am finally 
getting there. Suesan and I will be in 
Toronto for the birth of  her niece’s 
baby, so a relatively short drive to 
Mid-Ohio and back. Parade got in 
the way of  Watkins Glenn plans, and 
a knee replacement makes Brainerd 
a no go. Hoping to combine Road 
America and Summit into one trip 
and/or Eagles Canyon and Daytona. 
Any East Coast trip makes creates 
a possiblity to visit oldest daughter 
and grandkids. We’ll see. 

My main job is to meet racers and 
develop articles for this magazine. I 
try to find out if  there is anything 
in particular I should pay attention 
to, usually asking the stewards and 
scruts to keep me in mind while they 
are doing their jobs.

I always get a roster, highlight a 
bunch of  drivers and staff  I should 
see about a story, then look for them.
Some have been on my list for over 
five years. Not a problem for me. As 
long as you are still interested, I’ll be 
around.

At Sebring this year I had better 
than usual results with one excep-
tionaly fortunate meeting. Mike 
James. I waved the magazine at him, 
asked for a story and he said yes, that 
he was “a retired professional writer 
and would be glad to.”

When I sat down at my computer 
Monday morning there was a 1600 
word story in my inbox. Wow!!! 
I read about half  of  Mike’s story 
when I just stopped. The difference 
between writings from me and most 
of  you out there are not professional. 
Most are pretty great, but there is a 
big difference. Without further ado I 
asked Mike if  he would be interested 
in working with me. 

After a couple of  days exchanging 
emails, Mike was onboard. I have a 
whole list of  drivers and organiza-
tions who would be happy to have 
a story in CRN, but they need to be 
interviewed... To draw the story out 
of  them. This is not something that 
I have any illusions about being good 
at. I’m not. But the first track sup-
port shop that I asked Mike to work 
on took him less than a week to do 
the interviews, research links and 
send me a complete package story. 
Honestly, I feel a little spoiled!

Now, don’t get me wrong. I am a 
fan of  “non professional writers”  
telling their story in their own words. 
They are usually on the folksy side 
and I appreciate the informality of  
many of  them. But, I am excited 
that we will now be getting a mix of  
home spun and professional writing. 

Mike’s first story(s) will appear in 

the 22.2 edition, which should be out 
mid-May or so.

Off Topic
The last few months have taken 

a bit of  adjusting. As close to being 
post covid as we has been, getting 
back to Disneyland after 10+ years.

Wait... Disneyland? Yup. My fam-
ily went there the first summer open. 
I was 9 and, boy, did I get taken away 
by that place. 

It became an annual treat. I 
remember late the night before, 
pouring over a big map of  the park... 
Wondering what was in the unde-
fined areas and lots more.

After growing up (owning a car) 
Disneyland was a rare visit. Then, 
grandkids happened. Around 2000 
I was there with my two oldest 
grandkids, Kody and Delaney Shel-
ton. Another break until 2021. Been 
there twice with my newest grand-
kids: Cooper (3) and Baby Kate (10 
months)... 

Thankfully, life keeps getting bet-
ter (well, getting older kinda sucks)!

Our 3 year old grandson, Cooper 

Hutchins thumbing through Panorama. 

Am I reading too much into this?
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Telltale signs
Driving is like other things in life, 

some days we are better than other 
days. When things go well it seems 
easy and we can do nothing wrong. 
Other days are not like that. It is hard 
to recognize. For some reason, we 
don’t categorize driving the same as 
other things because it’s harder to see 
those days or sessions that are not 
our best. Because of  that, we have to 
look for those “telltale signs.” 

When coaching drivers, I encour-
age them to make notes. After 
reviewing your video/data by your-
self  or preferably with a pro-coach, 
make notes of  the things you are 
doing right and especially the things 
you are not doing right. 

Before each tracl session, review 
your notes so you know what things 
to look for when you are driving. 
Look at the corner you are approach-
ing (not the one you just exited from) 
and think about what you did last lap 
there, your notes and what you need 
to do correctly, what your natural 
tendencies are. Focus on doing the 
approaching corner correctly. For 
example, it you tend to brake too 
soon (which over slows the corner 
and causes you to apply the throttle 
too soon and creates understeer) this 
is your “telltale sign.” You need to 
think of  all that and the fix (which 
might be to brake where you feel 
comfortable first at a lighter brake 
pressure, then allow slightly more 
speed approaching the corner so you 
have a light brake on as you turn in, 
keeping the weight/grip up front 

to avoid understeer). Then finally, 
in subsequent laps, begin braking 
later and harder to keep the corner 
dynamics the same. Each time you 
approach a corner ask yourself  how 
I did it last lap and what do I need to 
do different this time.

The most important thing to 
remember is to recognize mistakes 
and take them seriously. If  you 
come through a corner and miss 
the apex by 8 inches, sometimes it 
doesn’t register in your brain that it 
was a big deal, so next lap it is not 
on your radar and happens again 
or gets worse. Look for those small 
mistakes and make them better each 
lap. Don’t accept them and let the 
problem get worse until it doesn’t 
end well and causes an accident. It 
might even cause your lap times to 
be slower and inconsistent. 

It is so hard when we are driving 
and have all the variables to deal with 
(including other cars around us). I 
remember when I was watching at 
the Indy 500. Each lap a driver went 
wider and wider through the corner 
until he went so wide, he crashed 
into the wall at 225mph. It was easy 
for me to see it coming while I was 
in my suite seat with popcorn and a 
drink, but for him it was much more 
difficult. He was probably fairly new 
at it all and overwhelmed by the high 
speed, other cars around, monumen-
tal crowd and pressure in addition to 
the physical and mental stress. 

Those are the “telltale signs” that 
we need to actually look for. It is 
not instinctive to notice them, so 

we have to work at it. If  that driver 
would have simply asked himself  
each lap as he approached the corner 
“what did I do in this corner last lap 
and need to do differently this time” 
he would have realized when he was 
not where he needed to be and it was 
probably getting worse each lap. 

That is where your notes are 
important to help you recognize 
those things that you have a tendency 
to do wrong and look for them. You 
also need to look for things you 
don’t normally do wrong. If  you 
drive off  track you have to be honest 
with yourself  and realize it is a tell-
tale sign that something wasn’t right. 
Not only that, but now that you have 
been off  track you may have picked 
up some dirt on those hot tires and 
reduced their grip in the next corner 
and beyond. Why did you go off  to 
begin with? There are so many pos-
sible reasons. 

I remember running at an IMSA 
race once. I was driving exception-
ally well, very good consistent lap 
times. Then I dropped a couple of  
wheels off  the corner exit. I had 
used the tires each lap to their abso-
lute limit that they finally lost a tiny 
bit of  grip and they couldn’t hold the 
same speed as they did the last lap. I 
had to adjust my speed to match the 
lower grip. If  I had not noticed this 
and just kept driving the same way 
I would have gone further off  the 
next laps until... Well.

Look for those “Telltale signs” 
and don’t ignore them. It will make 
you a better/safer driver.

ROCKY MOUNTAIN THUNDER AT HIGH PLAINS RACEWAY
Announcing Spec Challenge Race for SPB & SP1 
September 17 & 18, 2022

SE
PT

EMBER 17 & 18, 2022

Thunderhill I — Buttonwillow — UMC (Miller) — Sonoma I — High Plains 
Thunderhill II — Sonoma II — Laguna Seca (not confirmed)



 18 CLUB RACING NEWS JANUARY - MARCH 2022      19

Register at: http://register.pca.org                                        Schedule, News, Forms, Information: http://PCAClubRacing.org

Dates Event Event Contact
Region/Zone Additional info
  
Feb 4-6 Sebring   Dan Smithyman     954.224.4717
 Suncoast Florida/Gold Coast    chairman@48HoursAtSebring.com

Mar 25 - 27 VIR*  Erik Apotheker      203.733.1470
 Zone 2 ` Vintage, Clubsport  eapotheker@comcast.net
  
Apr 2 - 3 Thunderhill Raceway I James McClelland       925.286.2336
 Golden Gate  West Coast Series  mcclelland.ggr@gmail.com

Apr 8 - 10 Road Atlanta*  Mike Wilson      770.608.8024
 Peachstate  Clubsport, Triple Trofeo  porschehpde@gmail.com

Apr 22-23 Lime Rock  Mark Lewis     203.767.3086
 Connecticut Valley Vintage  ClubRaceDirector@cvrpca.org
  
Apr 23 - 24 Heartland Motorsports Park David Stadtmueller    816.510.4832
 Kansas City    porschekc@gmail.com

May 13 - 15 NOLA*  John Crosby      504.909.2767
 Whiskey Bay    jlcrosby@crosbydevelopment.com
  
May 14 - 15 Buttonwillow  James McClelland      925.286.2336
 Golden Gate  West Coast Series  mcclelland.ggr@gmail.com
  
May 20 - 22 Mid Ohio*  Chip Henderson      614.491.0150
 Mid Ohio    club.race@morpca.org
  
May 21 - 22 Hastings  Rick Mourey      860.965.4937
 Great Plains    wopowog@earthlink.net
  
May 28 - 29 Eagles Canyon Raceway I David Hodges      713.304.2557
 Maverick    clubrace@mavpca.org

Jun 11 - 12 UMC (Miller)	 	 Max	Dufford			 			801.512.4938
	 Intermountain	 	 West	Coast	Series	 	 mdufford@mindsprint.com
  
Jun 17 - 19 Watkins Glen*  Jim Morgan      518.320.0055
 Zone 1  Clubsport, Triple Trofeo  mor6633@hotmail.com
    
Jul 9 - 10 Brainerd*  John VeLure      952.240.6023
 Nord Stern    JohnVelure@att.net
   
Jul 29 - 31 CTMP (Mosport)*  Jackie Metcalfe      226.343.0552
 Upper Canada    j.metcalfe@hotmail.ca
  

Aug 12 - 14 NJMP*  Dan Petchel      609.298.2277
 Schattenbaum    carsinc@comcast.net

Aug 27 - 28 Sonoma Raceway I James McClelland      925.286.2336
 Golden Gate  West Coast Series  mcclelland.ggr@gmail.com
  
Sep 3 - 5 Road America*  Cheryl Lehman Collier  312.402.6112
 Chicago  Clubsport, Triple Trofeo  roadamerica-trac@pca-chicago.org 

Sep 16 - 18 Summit Point*  Donna Amico    443.745.2359
 Potomac  Vintage  donna@pcapotomac.org
  
Sep 17 - 18 High Plains*  Vicki Earnshaw    720.244.1532
 Rocky Mountain  West Coast Series  vicklm@aol.com
  
Sep 24 - 25 Thunderhill Raceway II James McClelland      925.286.2336
 Golden Gate  West Coast Series  mcclelland.ggr@gmail.com
  
Oct 8 - 9 Sonoma Raceway II James McClelland    925.286.2336
 Golden Gate  West Coast Series  mcclelland.ggr@gmail.com

Oct 14 - 16 Eagles Canyon Raceway II* David Hodges      713.304.2557
 Maverick    clubrace@mavpca.org
  
Oct 21-23 CMP (Mosport)  Bill Scarbrough    803.600.6704
   Vintage  clubrace@carolinas-PCA.com

Oct 21 - 23 Daytona*  Jamie Thole      904.813.1254
 Zone 12    jamie@cdsigns.net

* Indicates an Enduro
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GREAT PLAINS REGION 
29 YEARS, 27 CLUB RACES 
AND COUNTING
THE LITTLE RACE THAT CONTINUES

STORY BY RICK MOUREY, GPR SAFETY CHAIR; PHOTOS PROVIDED BY DAVID PATTERSON

Now I’m sure many of  you 
reading this might have 
Club Races at Watkins 

Glen, Daytona, Road America, Lime 
Rock, COTA, and a few others on 
or already checked off  your bucket 
list. These are all famous tracks sup-
ported by iconic professional racing 
events with years of  history.

If  you haven’t placed the Great 
Plains Region’s Carrera GT club race 
held at Motorsports Park Hastings 
on your bucket list, consider this your 
open invitation. First, a little history 
of  our own on this iconic event.

Right on the heels of  PCA’s entry 
into club racing with four primarily 
east coast regions in 1992, the Great 
Plains Region of  Nebraska (GPR) 
held their first club race in early 1993.

Like many club races in the early 
years, much of  the support came 

from club members and members’ 
family and friends. These were the 
pre-transponder days, so timing was 
done by hand with scores of  vol-
unteers with stop watches, manual 
lap counters and a list of  car num-
bers. The tracking, position and time 
posting were all being done manual-
ly. This commitment early on to the 
club race and the drivers created the 
foundation that all the future races 
were built upon.

The GPR club race has been 
through three venue changes and a 
handful of  name changes (includ-
ing one in 2001 when it was called 
“2001 A Race Oddity”). One rainy 
day in the ‘90s, when GPR held the 
race at Heartland Park in Topeka, 
the drivers’ meeting was held in the 
men’s bathroom. Through all the 
typical ups and downs of  hosting a 

club race, we find ourselves getting 
ready to host our 2022 edition. Over 
those years the club missed holding 
the race only one year due to sched-
uling and venue challenges. We, of  
course, didn’t hold a race in 2020 
due to COVID, but we’d prefer to 
not count that.

Beginning in 2007, after stints 
for many years at Heartland Park 
in Topeka, Kansas and the then 
Mid-America Motorplex in Iowa, the 
race was renamed the Carrera GT 
Club Race and began its tenure at 
Motorsports Park Hastings in Hast-
ings Nebraska (MPH).  

The Track
Motorsports Park Hastings was 

founded in 2006 by local racing en-
thusiasts. The track itself  was de-
signed by renowned designer Alan 

Wilson. Among the 21 tracks he 
designed were NOLA, Miller and 
Ginger Man Raceway, to name a 
few.  Managed for years by George 
Anderson, the day-to-day operations 
has transitioned to Jeff  Lacina with 
no change in the track’s commitment 
to supporting PCA and its racers. 
Jeff  is currently overseeing a grind-
ing and repaving effort in prepara-
tion for the 2022 season.

Combining one of  the safest road 
courses you can find (very little to 
run into), with a 2.14-mile layout 
that has challenges for all skill and 
performance levels should be rea-
son enough to give it a try. In fact, 
MPH was named by Forbes.com 
“As one of  the 10 best places to 
speed legally in America.” Couple 
that with a longtime race host who 
cares that you chose to come to our 
race and works to provide some of  
the best grass roots racing around, 
has all the makings of  a club race 
weekend that you will want to add 
to your bucket list. 

The Vibe
The weekend vibe is all about 

making the event as fun and as stress 
free (off  track of  course) as possi-
ble for the racers, families, and crew. 
Between the MPH race crew, GPR 
Club Race team and PCA stewards 
and other national staff, everyone 
strives to be visible and available for 
any level of  question and problem 
solving. On top of  all this, we cap it 
off  with Saturday night dinner and 
drinks at the Tessman’s 1950s retro 
Gas Station venue. This is a must 
see and do event for first timers at 
the race and regulars alike.   

Don’t believe me? Here’s some 
input from a few of  your fellow 
drivers.

Top: Heartland Park in the late 1990s

Center: Saturday night dinner at Tess-

mans

Bottom: The current repaving process
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Joe Bank: 
“GPR puts on one of  my favor-

ite PCA Club Race events of  the 
year. It’s simply more than just the 
privilege of  racing our fine Porsche 
on another track. Without a doubt, 
Motorsport Park Hastings is a fun, 
technical, and safe track to enjoy. But 
what makes this event so great is 
how complete the weekend is. First 
you have the hospitality of  the local 
region, corner workers, and owners 
of  MPH. The town of  Hastings is a 
charmer. The dinner and live music 
on Saturday night at the Tessman’s 
house is an event not to miss. To 
me, this is what PCA Club Racing is 
all about... Fun racing, hanging with 
great friends, and coming home with 
smiles on your face.”

Steve Coomes: 
“Great Plains Region & MPH put 

on a high quality production. Their 
focused approach to racer fun and ac-
ceptance should be noted by others. 
No other venue makes the Thank You 
a priority like them. Where else have 
you been that you get a hand written 
note in the mail (yes-that mail) saying 
thanks for making the tow!”

Jeff  Lacina (MPH): 
“Great Plains Region has been a 

long-time proponent of  Motorsport 
Park Hastings,” notes Jeff, new GM 
as of  July 2021. “We enjoy hosting 
PCA events and we know everyone is 
really going to appreciate our all-new 
track surface. We hope racers and 
drivers  will join us for our Guardrail 
Club events as well. We are VERY 
excited about the future and look for-
ward to seeing all of  our PCA HPDE 
and racer friends in the future.”

And, if  none of  this is enough to 
get you to come race with us, did you 
know that Hastings Nebraska is the 
birthplace of  Kool-Aid? That’s right! 
We have Kool-Aid. It simply does 
not get any better than that!

So, whether you drive a 35 year old 
SP1 or the newest, fastest CUP Car, 
the Great Plains Carrera GT Club 
Race is the event you need to get on 
your 2022 Club Race calendar.

Top: Map showing the route from 

Heartland Park to Motorsports 

Ranch Hastings

Middle: 2019 Race start at MPH

Right: The original Club Racing 

event application sent to Alan 
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PORSCHE SPORTSCAR  
TOGETHER FEST
MIXING RACING, PORSCHE CULTURE, AND TONS OF ACTIVITIES

STORY & PHOTOS BY DAMON LOWNEY & CHRIS WAY

The Porsche Sportscar Together 
Festival, September 10-12, at 
Indianapolis Motor Speed-

way combined racing, car culture, 
and tons of activities for attendees 
to enjoy, including a PCA-run hos-
pitality tent, Porsche corral, and spe-
cial Porsche display, as well as a PCA 
Club Racing run group on track.

Throughout the weekend, attend-
ees watched three run groups com-
pete on track: PCA Club Racing, 
Carrera Cup North America, and 
Porsche Sprint Challenge North 
America. Club racers brought diver-
sity to the race lineup, with air- and 
water-cooled Porsches of all types 

racing against each other for a spot 
on the podium.

Air-cooled 911s competed against 
914s, 944s, 968s, and modern 
Porsches such as 911 GT3 Rs, a 
Cayman, and a Spec Boxster. If you 
wanted to see the difference of speed 
between a wide spread of Porsches, 
PCA Club Racing delivered.

The Carrera Cup North America 
run group was populated by a bunch 
of new 992 GT3 Cups as well as a 
handful of 991.2 GT3 Cups, show-
casing the top level of Pro-Am rac-
ing. The Porsche Sprint Challenge 
North America run group brought 
amateur racing front and center with 

991.2 and 991.1 GT3 Cup cars in 
the Platinum and Gold classes, while 
718 Cayman GT4 Clubsports made 
up the silver class. A handful of 
Porsches participated in a time trial, 
where a modern 935 driven by Road 
Scholars’ Cam Ingram dominated.

All in, there was some great racing, 
but SCTF was just as much about 
Porsche culture as it was about motor-
sport. At the PCA Special Porsche 
display, two Guntherwerks-remas-
tered 993s were on display, including 
the company’s new Speedster.

Both it and the coupe sport car-
bon-fiber body panels and interior 
structures and a 430-horsepower air-

cooled flat six. A rare 964 Carrera 
4 lightweight made an appearance 
on Friday and Saturday in the spe-
cial display, as well as a controversial 
Rauh-Welt Begriff 993 Carrera Cab-
riolet, a 993 Supercup, and other 
rare specimens.

PCA’s membership tent was the 
go-to place to experience the excite-
ment of racing at Indy and other 
tracks via PCA Sim Racing. There 
were two computer rigs (loaded with 
iRacing and equipped with pedals 
and steering wheels) that were set up 
for anybody to try their hand at set-
ting a fast lap

And for our young enthusiasts, 
PCA Juniors was present at the 
membership tent, as well. On Sat-
urday, PCA Juniors held a Youth 
Judging event presented by Hagerty. 
After walking through the historic 
display, the kids judged and picked 
their favorite Porsche, which turned 
out to be a 991 GT3 Touring.

Porsche Cars North America also 
had two simulator rigs set up in the 
Porsche Zentrum Fan Zone, where 
attendees were given four minutes to 
set a fast lap time in a new 992 GT3 
Cup on Indy’s road course. Racers 
with the top times on Friday, Sat-
urday, and Sunday received a $500 
gift certificate to one of Porsche’s 
Experience Centers, while the overall 
top time of the weekend won a scale 
model of a 911 RSR race car. Satur-
day’s top time was set by PCA Sim 
Racing’s own Liam Rudzitis, though 
he didn’t win the overall top time of 
the weekend.

Not content to merely place 
attendees behind the wheel of a sim 
racing rig, Porsche set up two courses 
to showcase the Cayenne and the 718 
Cayman GTS 4.0 in real life. Several 
Cayennes traversed an off-road course 
next to the paddock throughout the 
weekend while the 718s lapped an 
autocross course. In both cases, pro-
fessional drivers gave rides to attend-
ees, showing them what the Porsches 
are like when driven at the limit.

Back at the PCA hospitality tent, 
enthusiasts could take a break from 
walking around in the sun and watch 
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the racing on TV, and on Saturday the club held an auto-
graph session with PCA Club Racing drivers, who signed 
PCA’s SCTF posters. It is believed that this was the first 
PCA Club Racing autograph session, and  a long line of 
fans clambered to get their posters signed.

Finally, the Porsche Zentrum contained nearly every-
thing Porsche offers, from Porsche Classic parts, a 993 
mid-way through restoration with Porsche Classic Fac-
tory Restoration, the new eBikes and much more. A spe-
cial highlight was the group of Porsches competing in the 
Porsche Classic Restoration Challenge. Three Porsches 
that won the semi-finals in their respective Regions — 
East, South-Central, and West were on display for the 
overall win. The winner was a 1989 911 Carrera Targa, 
was from Area West’s Porsche Ontario in California.

Of course, there was even more going on throughout 
the weekend, more than we can fit in this blog post. For-
tunately it sounds like we may get to experience Sportscar 
Together Fest again next year. If 2021’s event is any indi-
cation, you won’t want to miss it!

Ed: One of the coolest things I saw at this event was the 
poster signing by our club racers. As I understand, it was 
Manny Alban’s idea to have a large number of posters 
printed, then bring in the our Club Racing drivers during 
a lunch break for a poster signing. To say that it was well 
received is an understatement. I believe that hundreds of 
enthusiasts stood in line for the signatures.

C
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May 20 – 22, 2022 o sponsored by PORSCHE of OMAHA

Sat & Sun: 3 sprint races 
for each Class

Fri DE Included

REGISTRATION: registerpca.org
MORE INFO:      wopowog@earthlink.net, 
txlessmann@cox.net or www.gprpca.com

FRI - Lapping sessions 
         (DE Rules)

SAT - Practice starts, 
          Sprint Race and HPDE

SUN - 2 Sprint Races and HPDE 

Region, Event & Hotel Info.   
http://www.IRPCA.org

Registration Opens
April 25th 2022
http://register.pca.org 

Race Chair - Max Dufford
clubracing@irpca.org
801 512 4938

Registrar - Devinder Singh
clubracing@irpca.org
801 232 6507

JOIN US FOR 
THE 2022 CLUB 
RACE & HPDE!
2 FULL DAYS OF RACING!
Outer Loop & Full Track  
Configurations
The UT Motorsports Campus 
is 3.5 miles long with 14 turns, 
elevation changes and eight 
straights. UMC includes a 
paved paddock with amenities, 
garages, covered trackside 
facilities and is only 30 minutes 
from downtown Salt Lake City.

Photo by Eric Schramm

UT Motorsports Campus June 10, 11, and 12

TOTAL TRACK TIME: 6 HOURS!
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FOOL’S ERRAND
STORY BY MIKE JAMES; PHOTOS PROVIDED BY MIKE JAMES

Sebring Pro Technology and is the next evolution of the Supertouring seat with full 
Hans compatibility. It features a 100% carbon fi ber shell lined with NASA-developed 
Confor® foam and integrated lateral head restraints. The carbon shell construction offers 
outstanding rigidity with a 50% weight savings over fi berglass shells while the Confor® 
cushions mold to the driver, absorbing 85% of initial energy distributing loads for the ultimate 
in comfort and safety. With Alcantara® anti-slip fabric and leather wear patches for hard-
wearing good looks, dual, independent leg cushions, and a deep-sided ergonomic shape for 

lateral support. Exceeds 3 times FIA 8855-1999 standards @ 63g. 

Cobra Seats...the most technically advanced seats in the world!

Featuring Outlast® Technology!
Phase change materials (PCMs) are incorporated into Cobra’s 
Sebring Pro to interact with the driver’s body temperature and 
provides a buffer against temperature swings.
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My grandfather was a rough-
neck at the Quaker State 
and Pennzoil refineries 

in Western Pennsylvania before 
he retired to Sebring in 1961 and 
bought an Austin Healey 3000 from 
a friend. He loved that car and soon 
he was drawn into the orbit of  like-
minded gearheads who raced their 
cars on weekends at the old Hen-
dricks Army Airfield in Sebring, a 
former training base for B-17 pilots 
during World War II.

When my own father died, young 
and suddenly in 1963, my mother 
moved us to Florida to be near her 
parents. My grandfather, a harsh 
no-nonsense man, reluctantly put up 

with me as long as I was willing to 
tote gas cans and tires and click the 
stopwatch. Eventually, I weaseled my 
way into his car and, by the age of  
16, I was faster than the old man, a 
fact he never fully embraced.

The old Sebring Raceway was 5.2 
miles long and just as bumpy then as 
it is now. Over decades, it was short-
ened and reconfigured and made 
safer. But by the time that happened, 
a heart attack claimed my grandfa-
ther and I moved on to baseball and 
water skiing and girls and drag rac-
ing and general teenage mischief. I 
maintained my SCCA Competition 
License but no longer had a race car 
to drive.

With the Vietnam War loom-
ing, I graduated from the Univer-
sity of  Florida and headed north 
to find fame and fortune in the TV 
news business as a television sports 
anchor, jumping through local mar-
kets and climbing the ladder. There 
was no time for racing.

My very first assignment was the 
Daytona Firecracker 400 on July 
4, 1970. I called the 1973 Secretar-
iat Kentucky Derby on CBS Radio 
and, a month later, the bloody Indi-
anapolis 500 that claimed the life of  
Swede Savage. I went to Kinshasa, 
Zaire in 1974 for the Rumble in the 
Jungle between Muhammad Ali and 
George Foreman. I reported on the 
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Mike James retired in 2018 and 
lives in Florida horse country. He 
continues to race Spec Boxsters as 
he approaches his 75th birthday.

World Champion Cincinnati “Big 
Red Machine” with Pete Rose and 
Johnny Bench and was there for 
the legendary Bobby Knight era of  
Indiana University basketball. I was 
the radio and TV voice of  the Uni-
versity of  Louisville basketball team 
that came up one game short of  a 
National Championship in 1975.

In 1977, I joined NBC News as 
the “Today Show” sports reporter, 
living in Manhattan. I finally had 
money to go racing again. There was 
money but little time. I never fully 
committed to the track and struggled 
to compete. There was a Lola T142 
and, later, a Chevron B24… power-
ful beasts that demanded your full 
attention and created a timing sheet 
full of  DNQ, DNS, and DNFs. I 
blamed the equipment. But it was 
me. Eventually, the financial pressure 
became too much and I walked away. 

Flash forward 30 years. I was at 
the 2009 Monterey Classic Car Week 
and saw a notice that historic races 
were being staged at nearby Laguna 
Seca. And I walked smack dab into 
the middle of  car heaven…the Mon-
terey Historic Automobile Races. 

I’ll never forget seeing David 
Jacobs, in a brilliant red Alfa Romeo 
T33, giving a point-by to Brian Red-
man in a Porsche 908. A point-by? 
What the heck was that? It’s a thing, 
someone explained. The drivers sig-
nal each other when they expect 
to get passed. They do? Sign me 
up. Three weeks later, I was on the 
schedule for the Porsche Sport Driv-
ing School at Barber Motorsports 
Park near Birmingham. But first, 
there was a pre-scheduled stress test 
that I had been putting off  for years. 
Why would I need a stress test? I felt 
fine. 

“You have a significant block-
age of  the left anterior descending 
artery,” the cardiologist explained, 
shifting to make eye contact with my 
wife. “It’s more commonly known as 
the ‘widow maker.’ We need to get 
you over to the hospital.”

“When?”
“Now,” he said.
A nimble young surgeon guided a 

balloon catheter through the artery 
in my groin and deposited a small, 
metal mesh stent in my heart. The 
next day, I was on my way to Bir-
mingham with a warning: If  the 
car seat feels warm and damp, stop 
and put pressure on the groin artery 
before you run out of  blood. “Per-
fect,” I thought. I finally get to drive 
a Porsche and I bleed out on the 
seat.

The Porsche Sport Driving 
School is an entry-level drug. The 
hard stuff  soon follows. Within 
a few weeks, I had bought a used 
Porsche 997S and went to a DE at 
Sebring with Suncoast PCA. They 
said I would be in the Green Group. 
“I don’t need an instructor,” I told 
them. “I used to race.”

Collectively, eyes rolled. But I was 
hooked. Three weeks later, I was at 
Road Atlanta with Peachstate PCA. 
Then Roebling Road with Citrus 
and back to Sebring, where Suncoast 
promoted me to the Blue Group. By 
mid-December, I was White Solo. 

In 2010, I did 17 track events, 
including trips to Mid-Ohio, VIR, 
and a return to the scene of  the 
crime at Barber Park. Less than a 
year after going Solo, I passed my 
PCA Instructor Certification. In 
2011, there were 20 track events, 
including a memorable trip to Wat-
kins Glen and a first-ever time 
around the speedway at Daytona. 

Now fully addicted, I invested in 
a bolt-in roll bar and upgraded the 
brakes. I put in race seats and har-
nesses. I bought a Hans and a better 
helmet. I added an AIM lap timer 
and a camera. Then the transmission 
went kablooey on the back straight 
at Sebring, sounding like a bag of  
nickels in a tin can, stranding me. So 
I bought a Featherlight open alumi-
num trailer. And a Ford F150 truck 
to tow the trailer (it now has nearly 
300,000 miles on the odometer).

In 2012, there were 19 track 
events, highlighted by a solid week at 
Watkins Glen with Hudson, Riesen-
totor, and Allegheny PCA Regions. 
I learned that all PCA groups are 
not created equal and a driver must 

adapt to fit in. In 2013, I instructed 
at 27 track events, starting in Janu-
ary at PBOC Winterfest and ending 
a week before Christmas at Sebring 
with Chin Track Days. I did 26 track 
events in 2014, including the inau-
gural event at Corvette Motorsports 
Park near Bowling Green, KY. 

Then, in October 2015, during the 
DE at Daytona International Speed-
way in conjunction with the PCA 
Club Races, I got tapped in the rear 
when entering the Bus Stop and shot 
straight into the tire barrier sideways 
at more than 70 MPH. The Porsche 
997S was totaled and I was lucky to 
escape with a concussion and a bad 
case of  vertigo that lasted months. 
The good folks at BGB Motorsports 
helped me strip and sell the surviving 
parts. But I was now a driver without 
a car. And life sucked.

I had outgrown DEs and was 
ready to go racing again. In January 
2016, I bought a Spec Boxster from a 
South Florida tuner shop. It had been 
crashed (which the owner neglected 
to tell me) and it had a cage that was 
illegal in SCCA racing (which he also 
neglected to tell me). But it was light 
and fast and I named it Baby Blue. 
We did 21 track events and 7 PCA 
races in 2016, 24 track events and 9 
races in 2017, and 17 events and 6 
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Top: Tropical Sports Car Race at Sebring in the early 1960s

Middle: Heavily-campaigned Porsche 997S DE car at Road Atlanta

Bottom: Baby Blue’s final East Coast race at Road Atlanta, 2019

races in 2018. I got to drive the India-
napolis Motor Speedway, twice. And 
in three years, the car never got so 
much as a dent in the fender.

Then I blew out my knee. In June 
2019, I underwent knee replacement 
surgery and fell into a depression. I 
couldn’t get in and out of  the car. 
In September, I sold Baby Blue to 
an orthopedic surgeon in Califor-
nia. In his first race, at Laguna Seca, 
where my motorsports addiction had 
begun, he put the car into the wall 
and totaled it.

Frankly, I struggled without racing. 
I borrowed Dr. Will Tally’s SPB for 
the 2020 PCA 48 Hours at Sebring. 
I did a bunch of  ChampCar races in 
a BMW E30. But I missed the com-
petitiveness of  Spec Boxster racing. I 
love how easy they are to drive at 95% 
and how absolutely evil they become 
when trying to wring out the final 
5%. The guys who drive these cars on 
the knife’s edge are as skillful as you’ll 
find in any class. They’re also the guys 
who have the biggest crashes.

So, I bought another SPB, one that 
had been balled up and written off  at 
the PCA races a year earlier at VIR. 
The rebuild was to be a year-long 
project while I waited for the pan-
demic to wind down. But then my 
back gave out, and I needed more 
surgery. My body parts were timing 
out. Man makes plans… and God 
laughs.

Auto racing is about time and 
our ability to save it. This is a fool’s 
errand. Time waits for no one. I’m 
back at the track now, hauling around 
my rebuilt SPB on an open trailer, 
tent camping in the paddock and 
trying my best to bring everything 
home in one piece. I feel as fast as 
ever, but the timing sheet disagrees. 

I was once the guy who would dive 
bomb you in the morning warm-up, 
cursing the codgers who patiently 
warmed their tires and brakes. Now 
I’m the codger. And I’m watching 
the big guy in the tower reach for the 
white flag. 

Whether that means slow vehicle 
ahead or the final lap still remains to 
be seen.
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GRASS ROOTS 
STORY BY CHIP HENDERSON; PHOTOS BY CHIP HENDERSON, SKIP CARTER & DAMON LOWLEY

Top & center: Chip and son 

Connor together in the garage 

and on the track

Bottom: Photo of Chip at last 

year’s Sportscar Together Fest at 

Indianapolis

The first time I saw a PCA Club 
Race, I knew I wanted to be a 
part of  it. Up to that point, 

I had participated in a ton of  auto-
crosses and HPDE track days, but 
I wanted something more. I wanted 
to go wheel-to-wheel and duke it 
out with other drivers on a track for 
real. HPDE’s were great fun, but 
there is something about the thrill of  
competitive racing that just can’t be 
found doing hot laps at a DE. 

At that time, entry into PCA Club 
Racing was much simpler. With a 
few modifications to the car, a phys-
ical and an endorsement from the 
Region Chief  Driving Instructor, I 
was off  to the races. I soon learned 
that no matter how fast I thought I 
was as a DE hot-shoe, club racing 
required a whole new level of  skill. 
That first race weekend I got clob-
bered. I think they automatically 
put the blue flag out every time they 

saw me coming. However, there was 
another rookie racing in my class and 
we spent the weekend fighting over 
last place. It was incredible! 

The car I had at the time was a 
1986 944 Turbo. It was a solid car, 
but woefully under prepared com-
pared to the other cars in my class. 
I was starting at the base level of  
amateur racing. Both me and my car 
needed a lot of  development if  I 
ever wanted to be competitive. 

One of  the decisions I made at the 
time and still follow today, is that I 
would prepare and work on the car 
myself. I had a lift in my garage and I 
was handy with a wrench, but I had a 
limited knowledge of  race car prepa-
ration, so I had to learn on the go 
(thank you YouTube). As time went 
on, I slowly made improvements to 
the car while developing my skills as 
a driver and mechanic. To be honest, 
if  you want to run up front, this is a 

hard way to do it. Despite my best 
efforts, I was always just a little off  
the pace and could never do much 
better than mid-pack. But I was hav-
ing a great time. Regardless of  where 
I stood on the time sheet, I always 
had someone to race with – and that 
is what really mattered. Yes, mak-
ing the occasional podium is cool, 
but what I really wanted was the 
challenge of  going toe-to-toe with 
another driver of  similar abilities. It 
didn’t matter if  we were fighting for 
3rd or 13th place, it was the thrill of  
the fight that I came for – and what 
has kept me coming back. 

Another thing that draws me to 
PCA Club Racing is the manage-
ment of  the series. As an unspon-
sored amateur racer, putting an 
undamaged car back on the trailer at 
the end of  the weekend is a pretty 
big deal. I don’t have the time or 
resources to rebuild my race car after 

every weekend. A big crash would 
likely put me out for the season, so 
I appreciate the PCA’s “no contact” 
rule and focus on safety. I actually 
think this requires more skill and 
makes the racing even more chal-
lenging. However, auto racing is 
an inherently dangerous sport and 
things happen. It’s been my experi-
ence that the Stewards do their best 
to make a fair call when things go 
sideways. 

It wasn’t long before I found 
myself  Chairing the club race at Mid 
Ohio. I came into this role primarily 
to make sure the race stayed on the 
schedule. It would have been a shame 
to see the race at such a world-class 
track to go away and I’m happy to 
say that we will be keeping that tradi-
tion alive in 2022. As a Race Chair, I 
have also been impressed at the level 
of  involvement from the National 
Club Racing Staff, reviewing all the 
small details to make sure we provide 
a quality product for our racers. It is 
because of  this that when the offer 
was made to join the National team, 
I quickly accepted. 

I look forward to becoming a part 
of  the program and I bring with me 
the perspective of  a grass roots racer 
with a focus on clean, competitive 
racing. It is important to me that, at 
the end of  a race weekend, our rac-
ers had a fun and safe experience. 

I look forward to seeing you at the 
track.

Chip
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THE 1970 LE MANS RACE 
24 HOURS OF CLOSE COMBAT CAPTURED IN ONE IMAGE

STORY AND IMAGES BY HECTOR CADEMARTORI

I have always liked creating paint-
ings of  historic motorsports 
scenes, either to present a dif-

ferent angle or to try to capture the 
dramatic value of  the subject matter.

I never liked to simply paint “a pho-
to” in my work because I’ve always 
thought that if  you have the photo 

there’s really no need for an identi-
cal painting. In other words, if  there 
was a photo of  George Washington 
crossing the Delaware, there would 
not be a need for Emanuel Leutze’s 
breathtaking oil on canvas of  that 
event...At least from that angle.

The 1970 Le Mans 24 Hours was 

(as the French call this section) that 
ends at the Mulsanne corner.

To say that the weather did not co-
operate would be an understatement. 
It rained almost constantly during 
the race and accidents (some very 
serious) occurred. By morning half  
the field had retired and, of  the 57 
starters only 16 were running at the 
end (12 of  them Porsches) and just 
7 were classified as finishers, teams 
which, according to the rules, had 
covered the minimum distance.

It was a race of “firsts”.
The most radical was the change 

of  the traditional “Le Mans start” 
when the drivers lined up on the 
opposite side of  the track and run 
to their cars. That worked just fine 
when seat belts were not mandatory 
but, after this rule took effect, drivers 
were supposed to get in the cockpit, 
fasten their seat belts and then start 
the cars and drive away. In truth, that 
didn’t always happen in all cases. In 
1969 John Woolfe lost his life in an 
accident in the first lap of  the race 
because he didn’t have his seat belt 
fastened, therefore, the Automobile 
Club de l’Ouest, promoter of  the 
race, mandated that for the 1970 edi-
tion all the cars would be lined up in 
echelon, as always before, but with 
the drivers in the cars with their har-
nesses securely fastened.

Since not all the drivers inside their 
cars could see a single starter drop 
the French drapeau tricolore, four 
marshals were positioned across 
the track in front of  the cars and 
dropped their flags at the same time 
signaling the start of  the race.

For Porsche, this race celebrated 
its 20th anniversary of  their com-
peting at the French classic and this 
would be their first overall victory 
even though the marque had won in 
the smaller classes before.

The three John Wyer Automotive 
entries displaying their victorious 
blue and orange Gulf  livery and in the 
hands of  an all-star team of  seasoned 
hot-shots were the favorites, but they 
retired one after the other due to ac-
cidents and engine problems.

exceptional in many ways. My paint-
ing has departed from the creation 
of  a purely historic and accurate im-
age to depicting an imaginary scene 
showing the main protagonists of  
the event all together. The setting is 
the iconic Tertre Rouge turn, the be-
ginning of  the Hunaudieres Straight 

Ed: For maybe 15-20 years I’ve had the pleasure of knowing Hector Cadematori. He has been a 
regular driver and sponsor (Lukas Oil) for the California Festival of Speed at the Autoclub Speedway 
in Los Angeles area. Hector is a fabulous painter and loves the automotive theme. More than just 
paint, he loves the history (as you will see from this article he wrote to accompany his poster for the 
2021 Festival.

He may not drive a Porsche, but he is as head over heels in love with the automobile and performance 
driving as anyone I know.

Check out his website: hectorcademartori.com

Motor Racing Art

(909) 593-8424

hcademartori@aol.com
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All cars are required to have a dedicated one‐piece race seat with routing for straps.
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The 917K (Kurzheck or “short tail” 
with a 4.5 lt. flat-12) of  Hans Herr-
mann/Richard Attwood, represent-
ing the Austrian Salzburg-Porsche 
team, took the lead at mid-race.

At that point, the Gulf-JWA works 
917L (Langheck or “long tail” pow-
ered by the 4.9 lt. version of  the flat-
12) of  Jo Siffert and Brian Redman 
had a comfortable 10-lap lead when 
the Swiss missed a gear to avoid an-
other car and broke the engine.

Running second and third were 
two Martini Racing entries (a cus-
tomer team supported by the facto-
ry): the number 27 Porsche 908/02 
of  Rudi Lins and Helmut Marko and 
the number 3 917 “long tail” with 
Gérard Larrousse and Willi Kauhsen.

The 3 car featured (for the times) a 
definitively non-conventional green 
on a blue background color scheme 
and was nicknamed the Hippie Car 
or the Psychedelic Porsche by the 
team. When the rain finally let up on 
Sunday morning and the track dried 
up, the 917 drivers were able to pick 
up the pace and overtook the 908 for 
the second spot. 

Hans Herrmann and Richard At-
twood, in a great debut for the No. 
23 Porsche Salzburg 917K, complet-
ed 343 laps and won by five. Gérard 
Larrousse and Willi Kauhsen fin-
ished second in the psychedelic “long 
tail” and the 908/02 of  Lins/Marko 
was third with 335 laps.

The number 11 NART Ferrari 
512S “long tail” of  Americans Sam 
Posey and Ronnie Bucknum (follow-
ing the winning 917 in the painting) 
kept going and in spite of  misfiring 
and with errant steering managed to 
finish in the fourth place with 313 
laps followed by another Ferrari, 
Ecurie Francorchamps’ 512S of  De 
Fierlant/Walker (the yellow car back 
in the distance in the scene), with 8 
laps less.

Behind the leading group on the 
painting is the number 40 Porsche 
914/6 which had a remarkable race 
finishing sixth overall and winning 
the GT 2 Lt. class with 285 laps. En-
tered by a veteran driver who gave 

Top: Hector and myself in 2016 at the awards ceremony during 

the California Festival of Speed where Hector was always 

a sponsor and a driver. I was being awardwd the Lucas Oil 

Sportsmanship award

Bottom: Hector’s 1973 Can-Am painting. Turn Seven at River-

side. The penske Porsche 917-30KL of Mark Donohue leading 

the Vasek Polack 917/10K with Brian Redman aboard. Behind 

them the UOP Shadow DN2 of Jackie Oliver and Charlie Kemp 

on another 917/10K. The most powerfull cars ever raced!!!

25th Anniversary
CanAm Challenge
Fri July 29 - Sun July 31, 2022
Canadian Tire Motorsport Park (aka Mosport) 

PCA Club Racing - 2 Sprints and an Enduro
BMW Club Racing
Advanced Solo DE
Friday tailgate BBQ & Saturday awards dinner

Contact Jackie Metcalfe: club-race@pcaucr.org  | pcaucr.org/driving/club-race/

THE BORDER IS OPEN - COME RACE IN CANADA!
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Porsche its first ever class win back 
in 1951(with Edmond Mouche), Au-
guste“Toto” Veuillet's French team 
914-6 was driven by Guy Chasseuil 
and Claude Ballot-Léna. Behind 
them, and finishing three laps fur-
ther back and winning the GT 2.5 
lt. class and seventh overall was the 
Ecurie Luxembourg number 64 
911S of  Nicholas Koob and Erwin 
Kremer who would become a fa-
mous Porsche tuner.

Also on the scene (and passing 
the 911S and the 914-6 right before 
the bridge) is another Porsche 908 
owned and entered by Steve Mc-
Queen’s Solar Productions. Their 
intention was to collect footage 
for his upcoming racing movie “Le 
Mans.”

 One might have noticed the large 
bulk for the camera on the front of  
the car. McQueen himself  planned 
to share a John Wyer works Porsche 
917 with the reigning F1 World 
Champion, Jackie Stewart, but that 
paring was ruled out due to oppo-
sition by the producers of  the film, 
the movie investors and McQueen’s 
life insurance company (which de-
nied coverage).

Because the script had a Gulf-
Porsche victory, Porsche released 
its works driver Herbert Linge to 
drive the car alongside Jonathan Wil-
liams in the actual race. The effort 
collected more than 250,000 feet of  
film, although the frequent stops to 
change cameras meant the car could 
not cover enough distance to be 
classified but it still finished seventh 
with 282 laps.

My original idea was to do a paint-
ing of  the race-winning number 23 
Porsche celebrating the 50th anni-
versary of  that victory but, the more 
that I researched the subject, the 
more I realized that there was a very 
interesting story behind the winning 
red and white 917K.

My work here is really something 
of  a freeze frame version of  the 
1970 edition of  the French classic…

 If  you look you will find that there 
is much more that you can find in 
the history books.

Cayenne
Just another SUV with 
a tow hitch?

Skip Carter here
I had a recent situation where I 

needed to haul several very heavy 
loads of  construction debris to the 
San diego landfill using a friend’s 
construction trailer. 

It took about 5 seconds to decide 
whether to use my 1998 Ford F-150 
pickup with 200k hard miles or... 

The truck has been “rode hard and 
put away wet” but does the job every 
time I need it. It is also tired and 
doesn’t go far from home.

The second option was to use the 
second best tow vehicle I have ever 
owned, my 2016 Cayenne Diesel. As 
you’d expect, the diesel did the job 
without breaking a sweat.

By the way, the best tow vehicle  I 
ever owned was my 2014 Cayenne 
Diesel with air suspension (thanks 
Vvvince). 

I miss that air suspension every 
day, but wouldn’t get rid of  a diesel 
Cayenne for anything else.

“About 1993 I came up with an idea for a project: making a car that 

would remind us of the Ferraris coupes that raced in Le Mans and the 

Carrera Panamericana of Mexico in the early ‘50s. I didn’t have the money 

to do a complete new body, so I had to choose a car that it’d lend itself to 

be a lookalike with selected body changes. I chose a 1973 Datsun 240Z 

and made some sketches. My friend and fellow Argentinian Fernando 

Requejo, a master fabricator and aluminum bodywork specialist who 

worked restoring real Ferraris, Maseratis and classic cars, helped me with 

the project. He did the nose in metal and added a few details on the sides 

and on the engine cover which he made from the original Datsun hood. 

I had done some sketches for the tail section as well but, unfortunately, 

Fernando was diagnosed with a terminal illness and left us before we 

could finish the project. The car, as you can see in the photos, has a “Fer-

rari” nose, but the tail and all mechanical components are Datsun, thus 

is known in my racing circles as the “Ferratsun”, half Ferrari-half Datsun. 

I debuted the car in the 1994 La Carrera Classic, an open road race that 

went from Ensenada to San Felipe and back in Baja California, therefore, 

very soon I’ll celebrate the 30th anniversary racing the trusty Ferratsun.”

Bottom: Fernando Requejo and Hector with the Datsun “nose job” just 

finished

LocktonMotorsports.com
The Lockton Motorsports Insurance program is administered by Lockton Affinity, LLC d/b/a Lockton Affinity Insurance 
Brokers LLC in California #0795478. Coverage is subject to actual policy terms and conditions. Policy benefits are the 

sole responsibility of the issuing insurance company. Porsche Club of America will receive a royalty fee for the 
licensing of its name and trademarks as part of the insurance program offered to the extent permitted by applicable 

law. Not available in all states.

DE Insurance you can count on

Protect your investment with Off-Track Insurance for your 
competition vehicle, and DE Insurance while participating in 

non-competitive events.

Photo credit: Sideline Sports Photography, courtesy of Chin Track Days
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TIMING AND SCORING 
BEFORE TRANSPONDERS
STORY & PHOTOS BY CHUCK PERILLI, PCA NATIONAL TIMING AND SCORING TECH

My initial experience with 
timing and scoring dates 
back to the 80’s before 

PCA had a Club Racing program.  
My region (Potomac), had time trials 
once a year in conjunction with our 
August DE. Each car ran two laps 
(we would put three cars on track at 
one time spaced 20 seconds apart) 
and we had two people with stop 
watches assigned to each car, total of  
6 timers. They would compare results 
and determine the best lap for each 

car and the times were posted on a 
large board with a marker. Knowing I 
was a computer guy, the region asked 
if  there was some way to improve the 
timing method.

I gave it some thought and put 
together a simple program written 
in Visual Basic for DOS. You would 
enter the numbers of  the three cars 
before they started their run. As each 
car passed the start/finish line you 
just tapped the space bar and the 
computer recorded the time of  the 

passing. The software just used the 
internal clock in the PC to calculate 
the lap times.

At the next time trial, we set up a 
Toshiba T1200 laptop and an Oki-
data dot matrix printer and success-
fully generated the time trial results 
for over 75 cars without needing a 
single stop watch (although we did 
keep some stop watches for backup).  
We used that system for four more 
years. We even enhanced it one year 
by using a pressure sensitive strip 

PCA NOLA Cup 2022 

NOLA Motorsports Park  
May 13 - 15, 2022 
NOLA Motorsports Park is located only 14 miles (20 minutes by expressway) from downtown New Orleans.  
This will be an all PCA weekend which will include Club Races and Driver's Ed. The 2.75-mile configuration 
with the “esses” will be the venue. Go to www.NOLAPCARacing.org for more event details. 
 

 PCA Club Race Registration opens: 
       Monday, March 28th, 9:00 pm CDT 
           http://register.pca.org 

 
Friday:  
   8 AM til Noon - Optional Open Track Time  
      for race cars only (PCA Club Race Rules) 
   1 PM Official start of the PCA Club Race & DE Weekend 
   1 PM - 5 PM Practice, Practice Starts, and DE Sessions 
 
Saturday:  
   Warm up, 2 Sprint Points Races and DE  
  
Sunday: Warm up: 
   45 Minute Points Race, and DE Sessions. 
   (Racing will be done by Noon on Sunday) 
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Winners Do The Research

Be Smart, Not Sorry

AMERICAN DESIGNED                AMERICAN MADE

normally used by traffic counters.  
We taped the strip to the track and 
attached it to the serial port (remem-
ber those?) on the laptop. Worked 
great except the racer’s tape kept 
coming loose (today, Gorilla Tape 
would have solved that problem).

Then in 1992, PCA Club Racing 
started with the very first race at 
Second Creek in Colorado. The sec-
ond race was held at my home track, 
Summit Point, which I entered with 
my 1988 944 Turbo Cup. Had a great 
time until my transmission gave out 
(lost 3rd gear) in the last practice 
before qualifying.

With time to kill I decided to see 
how they handled timing and scor-
ing for the race. I walked over to the 
T&S building and found a room full 
of  ladies, all ladies, with clipboards 
and stopwatches. Each lady had three 
stopwatches on her clipboard each 
timing three different cars. They had 
no problem writing down lap times 
for several cars roaring by while at 
the same time discussing important 
stuff  like grandkids and favorite rec-
ipes. I was actually quite impressed. 
I went back to visit during the first 
sprint to see how they scored the 
race. Simple, two ladies maintained 
a manual lap chart and simply com-
pared results after the race to make 
sure they agreed.

Once again, my region asked me 
if  we could somehow automate Club 
Racing’s T&S. I had a friend who 
raced with HSR (Historic Sportscar 
Racing). He told me they used some 
sort of  computerized T&S system. I 
contacted HSR, told them I was with 
the Porsche Club and would like to 
learn how they do timing. They gra-
ciously invited me to come to their 
next race at Daytona and observe. 
Potomac Region funded my trip.

As it turned out, Daytona was 
doing major renovations at the time, 
so HSR T&S was in a temporary 
trailer in the infield. They had a lap-
top computer, a printer and a staff  
of  about six people. Two computer 
operators, two tapers and two assis-
tants. The computer had a hand-
held trigger button attached to the 

serial port. As each car passed Start/
Finish, the operator squeezed the 
trigger to record the elapsed time. 
Another operator then keyed in the 
car number. Tapers provided backup 
for any missed car numbers. The 
software matched car numbers to a 
database with names and other per-
tinent information. It maintained the 
results (which were printed out and 
stored for future use). I was told the 
software was something they pur-
chased and cost around $2,000. 

HSR invited me to observe again 
at the Walter Mitty Challenge at 
Road Atlanta. This time I actually 
worked as an assistant and ran the 
system during a practice session.

The process was not much differ-
ent than what Potomac was already 
doing with Time Trials. I sim-
ply enhanced the old DOS Visual 
Basic code to handle many cars and 
included a scoring function for race 
positions. I took apart an old joystick 
and used it to make a trigger that was 
attached to a serial port.

We used that system at the next 
Summit Point Club Race. As each car 
passed S/F, the operator squeezed 
the trigger while the second opera-
tor keyed in the matching car num-
ber using a numeric keypad. We had 
several tapers to assist with car num-
bers that were missed when a pack 
roared by. Potomac used that system 

for a total three races. Since I was 
also racing at that time, I received 
several tongue in cheek que-
ries as to how much advantage 
I programmed for myself  into 
the software. The system got the 
job done but still required a large 
staff  (including several tapers). 

We learned that several regions 
employed the services of  a lady 
who showed up with her laptop 
and printer and used some sort 
of  proprietary software. She 
worked alone and required no 
tapers or other assistance. Know-
ing how hard it is to keep track 
of  car numbers zooming by in a 
pack, to this day I am convinced 
that she was not human and was, 
in fact, an android. At any rate, 
Potomac employed her one year 
and she provided flawless results.

Around that time (1997), 
PCA National began exploring 
transponder technology from 
a company out of  the Nether-
lands called AMB (now known 
as MyLaps). Another PCA T&S 
veteran, Jon Beatty, did most of  
that evaluation. Needless to say, it 
was a game changer… Almost a 
life changing experience. 

When it comes to Timing and 
Scoring, I can honestly say that 
there is absolutely no way I miss 
the “Good Old Days”!
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This great photo of Mike James driving his SPB Boxster was 
taken by Ken Hills who, along with Victor Newman, Brian 
Wong and others are regular contributors to CRN.

I met Mike James at Sebring this year. He offered to write 
his story for this issue of CRN, which you will find on page 
28. Mike described himself to me as a retured professional 
writer which, after you read his article, you will certainly 
agree.

While most of the articles in this magazine are written by 
non-professional writers (like me), I do appreciate that the 
“quality” of most of our writings does not measure up to, 
say, what you see in Panorama.

Mike has agreed to help me develop articles and, in the next 
CRN issue you will see more of his handiwork. 
I am thrilled to say that Mike has joined our team of volun-
teers contributing to Club Racing News. 

You can look forward to seeing Mike’s work in the next Club 
Racing News.

 V O L U M E  3 0  •  E D I T I O N  2 2 . 1  •   S P O N S O R E D  B Y  P O R S C H E  C L U B  O F  A M E R I C A

 ON THE COVER

      “Summertime, and . . .
. . . The living is easy”

2022 BIR DE & CLUB RACE - JULY 8*, 9, 10
• Hosted by Nord Stern: the definition of ‘Hospitality Excellence’

• *Friday Racer and Coach ONLY Lapping sessions, Saturday & Sunday competition along 

with camaraderie, charity auctions, our famous ‘Up North’ ambience, social post-track 

action . . . BIR has it all. 

• Brainerd International Raceway in Baxter, MN:  Just two hours north of the  

Minneapolis-St. Paul metro area, website: brainerdraceway.com

• Driver Ed Registration: clubregistration.net

• A ‘Bucket List’ Track & Race!
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RACE READY? 
 

 

*Pre race and event preparation 
*Enclosed professional transportation 
*Track side support and service 
*Track car maintenance, builds,  
 Development and  support 
*Professional racing arrive and drive programs 
 in IMSA and SRO America World Challenge 
*Proud dealer and installer:  Forgeline, JRZ,  
 Porsche Motorsport, TPC, Bosch, Aim & Motec 
*Porsche Approved Collision Center 
*Bolt in roll bars & custom weld in roll cages 

 

PIKES PEAK TIME ATTACK 
CHAMPION WINNER
STORY BY ROGER JOHNSON; PHOTOS ROGER JOHNSON AND SKIP CARTER

For the past several years the 48 
Hours at Sebring Club Race 
has done something very spe-

cial at their race. They bring in a sig-
nificant race car that they keep under 
wraps and don’t unveil until the Fri-
day evening sponsor reception in the 
Hall of  Legends. The car remains on 
display throughout the weekend. 

In past years these cars have ranged 
from a 962 to the GT3R winner of  
the previous week’s Rolex 24 in all its 

grimy glory. There is a guest speaker 
who relates to the car. 

This year’s car was driven to vic-
tory in the Time Attack class at the 
Pike’s Peak Hill climb and 2nd over-
all by Romain Dumas.  It is a 2019 
GT2RS Clubsport. As you will see, 
it has been tweaked a bit for Pikes 
Peak. 

The beauty of  the Pike’s Peak 
Hill climb is that the attitude toward 
modifications is, shall we say, liberal. 

Championship Porsche displayed 
the brand new GT2RS Clubsport 
at the 2019 Porsche Parade at Boca 
Raton (next page, left top and mid-
dle photos). Clubsports are basically 
factory built track versions of  street 
cars. This car came from Porsche 
with the 700 hp engine and PDK 
transmission of  the GT2RS street 
car in a track car body.  It featured a 
lot more carbon fiber panels includ-
ing the FIA escape hatch roof. 
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Champion took this impressive track weapon and built 
on it. Look at the aero package. Starting at the front, 
there is a massive front splitter and a bunch of  intriguing 
winglets and other aero devices. Moving down the side 
(left 3rd photo from top) you will notice highly modified 
sideskirts and a variety of  aero devices in front of  the 
rear wheel arches.

But it is the rear of  the car that is most impressive 
(leftbottom photo). Probably the largest defuser you 
have ever seen, It is also likely the widest defuser you 
have ever seen spanning the entire width of  the car. Note 
the multi-element rear wing which is also much different 
than the standard Clubsport version.

Viewed from the side (photo above), with multiple 
wing elements, you need multiple adjustments. One has 
to speculate that if  his much thought and effort went 
into the aero package, what is under the body panels is 
equally impressive.

Lastly, there is the classic Champion livery. Updated 
from the 1995 design by its original designer, Dave 
Schnorr of  Schnorr Art. Dave was the guest speaker at 
the Friday night reception in Sebring’s Hall of  Legends 
in February.

It is easy to see why this was a winning effort.

Porsche 
 
 
 
 

ZONE 
At The Glen 

 

June 17 - 19, 2022 
 

Come and experience the premier road race circuit in the United States. 
 

Friday, June 17 - Practice and Fun Races 
Saturday, June 18 - Two Sprint Races, Awards 

Sunday, June 19 - 60 minute Enduro Races ending at 12:45 
Tentative schedule on Zone1.pca.org 

Registration opens May 2, 2022 

http://register.pca.org

For more information contact: 

Jim Morgan at mor6633@hotmail.com/ 518-320-0055 or 

Pete Tremper at Tremper9146@aol.com / 609.221.3854 
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DATA LOGGERS #7
GPS OVERLAY QUALITY
STORY & PHOTOS BY MATT ROMANOWSKI, TRAILBRAKE.COM

I think everyone reading Club 
Racing News knows the impor-
tance of  driving the correct 

line and how critical it is to putting 
together a fast lap. While not always 
possible during the race where finish 
position is more important than lap 
time, in qualifying the only thing that 
matters is your lap time. Driving on 
line, building exit speed, and carrying 
entry speed are the key goals here. 

In trying to compare driving lines 
between laps, sessions, and even 
teammates has become a popular 
way to use GPS lap data. With the 
availability of  satellite imagery, it’s 

long been popular to overlay the 
driving line on a “Google” image 
and see where the driver put the car. 
One issue with this is the quality of  
the GPS image that you are putting 
the driving line on. 

The data collected from qual-
ity GPS systems has been rapidly 
improving and most dedicated data 
loggers that utilize GPS will give 
very good data. Logging at over 10 
times per second, they give reso-
lution of  where the car is on earth 
accurate to a foot or less! The greater 
variable is the satellite imagery that 
we then place the car location on. 

The satellite images are flat pictures 
that are then wrapped around a 
sphere (the globe) and get distorted. 
This includes the data from Google 
Earth, Bing, and the other mapping 
services.

As you can see in Figure 1 above, 
when we place the car location and 
just compare lap to lap, our sample 
data from Lime Rock Park overlays 
great. The laps all overlay very well 
and show consistency in the line 
driven. 

The image above is a tracing of 

laps at Lime Rock Park

Register: ClubRegistration.net (http://register.pca.org)
Registration Opens: Monday, February 21, 9:00 pm (CT)  
More Info: http://peachstatepca.org/mail/group/5 

Peachstate 225 Club Race and DE
April 8, 9, 10, 2022
Thursday Test and Tune (non-PCA event)

Peachstate 225 Club Race and DE
April 8, 9, 10, 2022
Thursday Test and Tune (non-PCA event)

Register: ClubRegistration.net (http://register.pca.org)
Registration Opens: Monday, February 21, 9:00 pm (CT)  
More Info: http://peachstatepca.org/mail/group/5 
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Phone: 203-723-8928
www. SoftronicSoftware.com
email: Info@SoftronicSoftware.com

Softronic® is the leading producer of racing 
and street performance software.

Spencer Cox at the wheel of his GTB1 National Championship-winning Cayman. 
Enhanced with Softronic® software.

Softronic®-tuned cars have won the GT Class 
at the Rolex 24 at Daytona and powered every 
car in the Cayman Interseries. 

Softronic® software has also powered winning 
cars and top finishers in the ultra-competitive 
World Challenge Series, Continental Tire 
SportsCar Challenge Series, and PCA races 
from coast to coast. 

Street or track, Softronic® software helps you 
put the competition in your rear view mirror.

For figure 2 (top right), I zoomed 
in to No Name Straight and added 
the Google image behind the track 
lines. You can see the same consis-
tency in line, and the overall place-
ment of  the car shows what we 
would expect being near the left 
edge of  the track on approach to the 
brake zone for The Uphill corner.

When you check out Figure 3 (2nd 
from top), you can see how much 
the line varies in relation to the car 
that was caught in the satellite photo. 
The GPS module is mounted dead 
center of  the cowl on my 914, so it 
gives a great centerline of  where I’ve 
driven. This image show what we 
would expect. 

What we have looked at so far 
are all Google background images. 
When we check out Figure 4 (3rd 
from top), you can see that all of  a 
sudden it looks like the car traveled 
down the middle of  the track! Same 
data, different background image. 
This would certainly lead you to 
think that the car was in the wrong 
location, but it is really just how the 
background image was created and 
applied to the globe. 

Check out Figure 5 – This is the 
entry to West Bend. The GPS trace 
looks like it has a good placement on 
the Google Image. When we zoom 
in, as shown in Figure 6, we can see 
that it looks like I drove down the 
very edge of  the track. 

But, if  we remember that the GPS 
is mounted on the centerline of  my 
car, we now see that the image tells 
us that I had my left side tires off  the 
track. That would be an interesting 
turn in!

If  you dig through your data, you 
will probably see similar issues at 
different tracks. The latest satellite 
images and technology to wrap these 
images around the world has made 
the images much better. 

We don’t often see the examples 
where the car is driving through the 
woods, but it does happen. It’s now 
more important than ever to make 
sure that the images look  correct 
and take bad information with a 
grain of  salt.

55

66

22

33

44
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Name                          Region         Class Description               Start      Finish    Index      Race

  SEBRING — FEBRUARY 4-6

Steven Wilson POT SP3 89 951 32 15 17 Yellow Spring 1

Alex Au SCH SPB 99 Boxster 28 17 11 Yellow Sprint 2

Mark Murray FLC SPB 99 Boxster 32 21 11 

Rich Tillotson SFL H S 99 911 34 28 6 Green Sprint 1

Joe Crane CHO J P 04 911 GT3 36 30 6 

Ryan Magrab POT H S 08 997 24 15 9 Green Sprint 2

Andrew Burke SFL GTB1 12 Cayman 34 24 10 

Ched Crouse BGS SP996 99 Carrera 35 25 10 

Keith Clark CHO SPC 06 Cayman S 36 26 10

Gene Raymondi CNY E S 04 Boxster 42 32 10 

Colin Zazzola NE GTD1 16 GT4 Clubsport 44 33 11 Red Sprint 1

Roland Krainz CTV GT3 20 Clubsport 718 MR 38 27 11 Red Sprint 2

S Meissner/N Meissner LST 911 Cup 79 911 Euro SC 48 16 32 Black Enduro

L Wexler/T Everett FTR GTB1 14 Cayman S 48 28 20 Pink Enduro

2022 HARD CHARGERS
BY DAVID ANDERSON, CHIEF OF NATIONAL TIMING & SCORING

2022 PCA CLUB RACING 
NATIONAL SPONSORS
For direct access to sponsor website,  
go to https://pcaclubracing.org/sponsors/

MO T O R S P O R T S

May 20-22, 2022
CLUB RACE REGISTRATION OPENS ON Monday, April 4th, 2022

http://register.pca.org

CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS SERIES 2022 PCA NATIONAL 

FRIDAY PRACTICE AND FUN RACES, SATURDAY SPRINT RACES, SUNDAY 90-MINUTE ENDURO
Chip Henderson, club.race@morpca.org  Mike Root, registrar@morpca.org
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1975 Carrera 2.7 Liter  $40000 OBO
Club racer 1995 - 2016 C, H, G, GT-5 Classes. Track Instructor car 2016-present. 81 races in log book. Chris Powell engine.  
Front late Carrera oil cooler. Adjustable spring plates, big hollow torsion bars, Koni gas adjustables, big Charley bars. 3 sets 7’s 
& 8’s. Porsche LSD Diff. Recaro SPG with Schroth Enduro belts. Headers with sport muffler. SSI’s available. RS 3.8 tail with wing. 
Full cage. Radio harness. RS interior. All removed stock equipment and interior available plus H-1’s, 2 mufflers, C2 calipers, late 
Carrera calipers, matching numbers engine case, stock ‘75 Carrera whale tail. Complete Spare CIS (77). Many more extras/spares.  
Car suitable for Vintage, Spec classes, DE or your project.Car is located in Kennewick, Washington.

Phil Rochelle Call/Text 509.781.4751  Email rochelleracing@juno.com      (22.1)

1970 914 Race Car
2.2 L 6-cylinder race motor, custom trans ratios, coil over suspension, fiber glass body panels, many spares and extras. not stree-
table, no title, been a race car its entire life. contact me for detailed specs, photos and video. car is in western NC

Marc James email: marcjames757@gmail.com        (22.1)

PCA CLUB RACING 2022 
CONTINGENCY PROGRAMS
BY CONNOR HENDERSON, CLUB RACING BUSINESS MANAGER

Here is an outline of the various contingency programs available to racers. Award specifics, guidelines, forms, and the most current 

program information can be found at https://pcaclubracing.org/contingency/

    

•	 GTC 4-8 – Tires awarded to class winners of two championship points races (Sprint 2 and the Enduro 
or Sprint 3 if there is no Enduro) having two or more starters

•	 GTB 1-3 – Tires awarded to class winners of two championship points races (Sprint 2 and the Enduro 
or Sprint 3 if there is no Enduro) having two or more starters 

•	 Any open tire class running Pirelli Racing Slicks – Monetary discount to podium finishers 

•	 Fifth set of tires qualifies buyer for $2,000 credit towards their next set of tires

•	 SP2, SP3, 911 CUP, E, GTA1, GTA2, and GTA3 classes – Tires awarded to podium finishers with five or 
more cars in class

•	 SP1, SP2, SP3, SP996, SP997, SPB, SPC, D, E, and 911 Cup Class – Discount for podium finishers 

   

•	 SP1 Class and SPB Class – Toyo Bucks awarded to 1st thru 5th based on number of cars in class

   

•	 SPB – “MCS Cash” for registered winners if 8 or more cars in class

F class Boxster S race car REDUCED $38,000 OBO
Completely set up for racing. Class winner and podium finisher for last 4 
years. Ready to race. Complete with 2 sets of wheels/tires and 1 set of rains. 
Also available-24 ft V-nose all aluminum Worthington 2220 Lb dual axle 
trailer with AC. Package deal available. Boxster and trailer details/pics avail-
able for interested buyer. 

Harry Kintzi 717.951.8449 Hekintz@yahoo.com (22.1)

2002 Porsche Boxster-S street/racecar $30,000 OBO
Fully street legal track ready with 102k miles. Fully PCA/POC time trial/DE/club 
racing legal. Includes custom trailer. Stabile Energies 6-point bolt in roll cage, 
Sparco seats and 3/5 pt harness. Data, cool suit, video, custom gauges, transpon-
der. Engine has .5qt deep sump oil pan spacer & X50 baffle kit. Dual chamber 
motorsports air/oil separator. 987 high volume air box conversion, alum flywheel & 
clutch. Trans rebuilt by CMS w/Guard LSD, billet side cover. JRZ RS-1 susp. Tarett 
bars, camber plates, CCW, Cup-2 wheels. O/H’d calipers, Pagid. Car is freshly 
serviced and needs nothing. Email for complete detailed build sheet and pictures

Contact Cathy Young for more photos or other info. cathy_young7@hotmail.com
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Club Racing Chair

West Dillard
PO Box 340957, Austin, TX 78734
(512) 423-8327        west.dillard@pcaclubracing.org

Chief Steward

Dave Rodenroth
9242 Shad Creek Dr, Jacksonville, FL 32246
904.571.0930    racer914@earthlink.net

Program & License Coordinator

Susan Shire
1897 Mission Hills Lane, Northbrook, IL 60062-5760
847.272.7764     PCAClubRace@aol.com

Chief Scrutineer

Brian Gay
7908 Canterbury, Prairie Village, KS 66208
816.591.0392              Bgglook@aol.com

Chief of Timing & Scoring

David Anderson
2123 Southwind Road, Maplewood, MN 55109
612.850.7411    David.Anderson@pcaclubracing.org

Technical & Rules Coordinator

Walt Fricke
4651 Huey Circle, Boulder, CO 80305
303.499.6540    WalterFricke@msn.com

Business Manager

Connor Henderson
P.O.Box 6400, Columbia, MD 21045
410.381.0911            connorh@national.pca.org

Sponsor Coordinator

Vu Nguyen
P.O.Box 6400, Columbia, MD 21045
410.381.0911            ExecutiveDirector@pca.org
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10385 Bonnie Lane, La Mesa, CA 91941
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YOUR HEAD IS WORTH IT!

ST5 GT
HELMETS
STARTING AT $979
ITALIAN MADE
OPTIONAL INTEGRATIONS:
• EAR BUD OR EAR CUP RADIO
• TOP OR SIDE FORCED AIR
• DRINK KIT

SONOMA RACEWAY
(800) 708-RACE

JUPITER, FL
(866) 320-FAST

SEBRING RACEWAY
(863) 655-7777

ENGLEWOOD, CO
(800) 251-8917

WWW.WINECOUNTRYMOTORSPORTS.COM
FREE SHIPPING ON ALL ORDERS OVER $100

COMPOSITE CARBON 8860

#1 Stilo Dealer in North America
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