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A

s I write this, I can‘t believe
it’s already August and we are
more than half way through
our 2022 racing calendar. Thanks
to all who are getting out and supporting our regions and our national
program! If you haven’t raced yet in
2022, there are still plenty of opportunities.
One of the jobs of the PCA Club
Racing Chief Steward is to review all
appeals of at-fault incidents. Think
of that role as Director of Competition in other organizations.
As Chair, I review the results, and
sign off or go back to the Chief
Steward with my concerns. I notice
that it’s not uncommon for a racer
to request a review because they
“didn’t do anything egregious” or
“didn’t intend to hit” someone or
“just made a small misjudgment”.
This highlights an important misunderstanding about our program.
We have a great bunch of racers,
who come out to have fun. But we are
human, and amateur racers. We make
mistakes. When someone makes a
mistake that damages someone else’s
car, they get a 13 month probation.
It doesn’t have to be egregious. The
vast majority of folks on probation
were guilty of making a small miscalculation or having a minor lapse
of judgement. Almost all racers who
go on probation successfully complete their probationary period without incident. This tells me that folks
learn from what happened, and even
if they don’t agree 100% with our
rules, they manage to compete suc-
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cessfully within the framework we
have established. I know I learned
from it when I was the recipient. As I
have written before, our rules evolve
over time based primarily on feedback from racers. That said, I don’t
see a day where it takes an egregious
error to get a 13. So when you are
found at fault, learn what you can
from it, and get back out there.
Video is Your Friend

A word on self-policing. You have
heard it before, but I’ll reiterate –
video is your friend.
We often hear someone involved in
an incident report “they were blocking me all weekend”. The unsaid

part of that is “so I eventually got
frustrated and made a bad decision”.
If you are racing with someone you
feel is unfair, overly aggressive, or
just not up to it, bring your video
to the Steward. If you find after the
weekend that you have video of significant knucklehead-ism, send it to
me.
I think we all know how we want
to race and be raced, and together
we can ensure that’s how we do it.
See you at the track!

D

espite the global supply
chain’s attempts to slow us
down, we are still kicking
through this season. I am incredibly proud of this organization,
seemingly going on as if nothing
had changed. I know, I say this in
every piece, but I would like to
again thank our volunteers and racers for the consistent hard work. It
does not go unnoticed.

Be Smart, Not Sorry
Winners Do The Research

Promotional Materials

We’d like to start compiling some
cool footage to make a little advertisement for this great program. I
am requesting that drivers all send
me their favorite clips and photos
as I’d like to use them in this ad.
~30 second clips are ideal but, we
will take them all!
Business

It has come to my attention that
there have been tire shortages
and sharp price increases within
some of our groups. I ask that all
these problems be brought to my
attention as soon as possible. My
day-to-day work is ensuring that
everything goes smoothly at the
track, I need as much communication from our “troops on the
ground” to make that happen. For
our GTC guys, I have been told
our friends at Frisby have held on
to their stock of Pirelli slicks to
make sure we are supplied. Please
call them if you are having trouble
locating these tires and reach out to
me if there is any further issue.
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On the other side of things, I’d
like us all to give another thank
you to our sponsors. I encourage
everyone to revisit the contingency page on our website to go
over what they offer us. We have
some of, if not the best, contingency offerings when compared
to other racing organizations. This
said, please represent said sponsors in the ways highlighted in our
rule book!
While on this note, we are opening class sponsorship offerings.
With this, we can better tailor
benefits to each class. I ask that
everyone be open to placing some
decals/ window banners on their
cars. Our first example of this is
CAST and their sponsorship of the
911 Cup. This partnership is the
first of many that will really allow
us to refine each class and promote
its success.

In Closing

I have said it before, and I will
repeat myself; I am very open to
any and all communication. Any
issue, compliment, complaint, cool
story, anything. The more I hear
back, the more I can change/ work
with. At the end of the day, I can
only help advise decisions with the
information I am provided. Only
receiving feedback from a handful
of the same people, while helpful,
might not paint the full picture.
I thank you guys and girls in
advance for this. I look forward to
what you’ve got to say!

AMERICAN DESIGNED
CLUB RACING NEWS

AMERICAN MADE

the publication, but looking at an
enlarged view of the picture, they
are located further into the pit lane.
Further into pit lane, you can see
the check-in (pit-in loop) from the
driver’s viewpoint. Notice the loop
is denoted with large green cones on
both sides of the loop. It does appear
that this timing loop corresponds to
the first of the white-painted lines
but that’s not going to be the case
at all tracks. It’s the marked pit loop
where the pit stop clock starts.

H

alf of the 2022 racing season is in the books with
a handful of events yet
to go. It’s been a crazy summer
with ten races in eight consecutive
weeks. For Timing & Scoring, that
represents a couple of dozen days
of practice sessions, sprints, and
enduros (which roughly equates to a
review of 70 sessions and hundreds
of laps that need to be reviewed and
posted as official results on the website, SpeedHive, and Race Hero).
For the most part all goes well,
but issues crop up occasionally. Anything that can’t be done at the event
by Timing, I’m able to make the necessary corrections or updates during
the post-event review. There are,
however, some situations that can’t
be handled after the fact.
Such an issue occurred at Watkins
Glen this June. As I noted in the postevent review, there were an unusual
number of short pit stops during the
enduros. The ensuing discussion with
staff at the event described an apparent driver confusion or misunderstanding of where timing started at
pit-in and stopped at pit-out. I won’t
rehash the email thread here but will
use this opportunity to review how
pit stop timing works.
Let’s start with the current rule,
Appendix E.3: Cars entering the hot pits
for the mandatory five minute pit stop will
drive past the designated check-in point and
timing of the pit stop will begin when the
car passes the timing check point. The car
must be at or below the designated pit lane
speed limit of 35 MPH at the check-in

8

CLUB RACING NEWS

point. When the driver has determined that
their pit stop has been completed, the car
will pull away from the pit wall, and proceed at or below the pit lane speed past the
check-out point, at which time the car may
start accelerating to re-enter the track.
Cars which have pulled away from the
pit wall may not stop or otherwise impede
the exit of other cars from the pit lane in
order to optimize their pit stop time. The
elapsed time shall be from the time the car
passes through check-in until the car passes
through check-out before entering the track.
The issue at WGI was the visual
representation of the timing loop
locations for check-in (pit-in) and
check-out (pit-out). What I saw in the
photos is a number of painted lines
entering and exiting pit lane. They all
have value to different groups, but
not necessarily for us. NASCAR, for
example, has a segmented pit lane
with several timing loops that they
use to check speed entering and exiting the pits. Such is the case at WGI,
Daytona, and Fontana.
Timing & Scoring makes every
attempt to mark our pit timing loops
with cones before the practice sessions so drivers can make a practice stop for timing purposes. These
cones will be standard orange or, if
the region has them, green. We ask
the region to mark pit loops with
double cones on left and right sides
of the loop. When that’s not possible we can use oversized cones. Some
regions provide additional signage.
Whatever method is used, Timing
should let you know when they will
be deployed in the driver meeting.

Photo 1 shows a typical deployment of cones. Note the green cones
identifying the pit-out loop behind
the radio connecting the decoder
used to mark enduro check-out time.
It might be tough to see the pit out
label on the cone, but it’s there and
we will ensure that it faces the drivers leaving pit lane.
Also, note that the timing loop is
not visually identified with a painted
line. This is fairly common at most
of the tracks that PCA races. Thus,
the use of cones at pit-in and pit-out
provides a visual reference to drivers.
Where reference lines are painted
on pit lane, it’s important that drivers understand where Enduro pit
stop time starts and stops. Racers
that use painted lines and ignore the
check-in/out locations denoted by
cones will likely have a short pit stop
and be called to Black Flag to serve
their penalty.
So, what happened at WGI? I
believe the rash of short pit stops is
a result of a combination of things.
A pit line with multiple painted lines,
cones, and a misunderstanding by
drivers as to where and what were
the check-in/out loops.

Driver View of Pit-Out (photo 4)

I believe the real problem at WGI
is directly related to what drivers see
as they leave pit lane. The yellow
painted line just off the dashboard is
not the PCA check-out (pit-out loop).
This line is further denoted with red
painted stripes on the Armco.
The pit stop clock stops when the
car’s transponder is caught by the pitout loop marked by the larger green
cone on the left side (There is a similar cone on the right side of the lane).
And here is the heart of the short pit
stops seen at WGI.
Any driver expecting to use the
yellow line as the official stop to
their pit stop is going to fall short
by less than a second depending on
their exit speed, max of 35 mph,
right? If you recall my previous articles, Timing is tracking laps and pit

3. Driver View at Check-In / Pit-In Loop

4. Driver View at Check-Out / Pit-Out

Driver View of Pit-In (photo 2)

This is a view of two drivers entering pit lane. That yellow line in front
of the silver car is also marked with
two candlestick cones to the right.
This isn’t the PCA check-in (pit-in)
loop as it’s not marked with the
region’s larger green cones. It’s difficult to see the green cones here in

2. Driver View Entering Pit Lane

1. Pit-out loop at Sebring

stop times to one thousand (.001)
of a second. Any driver recording a
pit stop of 4:59.999 will be called to
Black Flag for a stop-and-go penalty.
The best way to avoid a short pit
stop is to understand and recognize
the location of pit-in and pit-out
loops. These provide the check-in
and check-out times for pit stops.
Most of the drivers in PCA Club
Racing mount transponders in the
front of their cars. Depending on
the location and signal strength of
the transponder and the speed of

approach, it is entirely possible for
the timing equipment to catch your
approach to the pit-out loop as
much as six feet before physically
crossing the loop. My suggestion is
to not creep to the pit-out loop but
drive out of pit lane after waiting in
your pit stall until the 5-minute time
is nearly expired. It’s better to have a
pit stop that is a few seconds longer
than to serve a short stop penalty in
Black Flag. A stop-and-go penalty,
on average, will cost you about 45
seconds on the track.
JULY - SEPTEMBER 2022
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Highly Engineered Solutions
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(216) 333-1200
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results Including track side live streams
by joining the mailing list on our
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on Facebook.

W

ell, since the last issue of
Club Racing News, my
wife, Suesan and I managed to spend five weeks between
Toronto, Watkins Glen and the
Porsche Parade at Mt. Pocono.
Suesan lived in Toronto from the
time she was six months old until
moving to San Diego to be with me
about eighteen years ago. 2019 was
our last annual trip before covid
hit until this year when the border
opened back up.
We have lots of friends and family
there (not to mention many favorite
restaurants and other things to see
and do), so we were very happy to
be back.
After three weeks we headed
southeast and spent three days in
Watkins Glen at the south end of
Seneca Lake. The Finger Lakes
region has always been one of my
favorite areas. Besides the raw beauty
of the area, there’s Cooperstown, the
National Soaring Museum, Corning
Glass Museum and a pretty famous
race track that has been there for a
very long time.
Watkins Glen also had a IMRRC,
the International Motor Racing
Research Center. At my first visit to
the track for our Club Race about
five years ago, I met a young gentleman at the Saturday banquet. Josh
Ashby was a very enthusiastic young
man who could talk for hours about
what the IMRRC was doing as a
repository of automobile racing history. I stopped by for a short visit the
next day and very impressed. This is

10

CLUB RACING NEWS

unlike any automotive “museum” I
had ever seen.
Next time you are in the area, I
highly recommend stopping by.
On that trip I also learned that
this part of the country is known as
the soaring capital of the country.
I’ve always been interested in flying
and soaring was certainly a part of
it. The National Soaring Museum is
located about twenty minutes from
town and was a very nice discovery. I can’t image anyplace else that
would do a better job with historic
displays and information about gliders. The weather was very overcast,
so an actual ride was not possible on
that trip.
Watkins Glen is a town of about
2000 people. Being there early June
this year, before the “tourist” season” was pretty great. It is a wonderful town that we really enjoyed
spending a few days in.
The next leg of our five week
journey was the Kalahari Resort at
Mt. Pocono, Pennsylvania. This was
the largest Parade ever, about 3000
people. Normally Parades take up
most or all of a resort, but not here.
Kalahari is so large I don’t believe we
used half of the facility.
It is a very family oriented location
only about 90 minutes from Manhattan, so there is a large contingent
from the New York, New Jersey area.
The African theme was very
impressive. It also sports the largest
water park in the country and the
largest arcade I’ve ever seen.
Suesan and I enjoy Parade. We

both have volunteer jobs and like
being an active part of the event. As
you can expect, it takes a large volunteer team to produce this event.
Five weeks was a long time to be
away from home and we were very
happy to be back in California.
The morning after we got home
we started getting emails from
Parade friends. It seemed that they
all came home with covid. Suesan
and I had some minor symptoms,
a runny nose... Nothing that would
have made us even think it was
covid but, because we were getting
so many reports, we tested and, sure
enough, positive.
So, we quarantined until we tested
negative. Having had both shots and
two boosters, I am happy to report
that our covid experience was very
mild. Of all the people we know who
came down with it, only one person
had to stay in bed for about a week.
I always figured that I’d come catch
it at some point, but who knew that
the Porsche Parade would be where
it finally happened. Like I said, it was
nice that it was not a difficult experience. We hear so much about how
terrible long covid is for those who
are affected that way.
It’s certainly not a disease to be
taken lightly. I’m just glad that it was
not something that caused us significant problems.
While in Toronto I was able to get
to our Mid-Ohio race, my first visit
there. I’ll have a report on that great
event in the next issue. Until then,
stay well and enjoy the track!

Demon Speed designs and
manufacturers high performance
components for your Porsche. Both
race and race inspired. We can help
you get the most out of your Porsche.
From our best in class suspension
links, solid sub-frame bushings, or our
solid GT3 engine mount Demon Speed
parts are designed, tested, and race
proven with winning as the goal.

Demon Speed Motorsports
is the exclusive US stocking
dealer for Joe Toth
Composites products

Demon Speed has designed and
manufactures repair and
replacement products for you
Porsche GT3 Cup to keep it rolling
the way it was new and to provide
replacement parts for those
components that are longer
available with Porsche.
Fallout Shelter Waterproof Car Covers. Exclusively at Demon
Speed Motorsports

Demon Speed Racing Tire Warmers
are the best way to hit the track hot
for better lap times, a safer
experience and to get the most
out of every track session.

High quality
waterproof car covers
for your large wing Cup
Car. Tough on weather
and gentle on your car

Visit our Website: www.demonspeedmotorsports.com

that matters in the end. Even evaluate how well the anti-fog and Rain-X
treatments are working for visibility.
You will have a huge advantage when
the race comes over those that opted
not to go out in practice, BUT they
will look like heroes if you crash in
practice... So remember, it’s practice.
If you haven’t seen the movie, go
and watch it.

The Art of Racing in the Rain

Just a play on words if you’ve read
the book and/or seen the movie. It’s
really about racing life though a dog,
“Enzo’s” eyes based on real racing
life. If you know Don Kitch you
know the story.
Let’s talk about those rain days at
the racetrack. The first decision is if
you want to drive in the rain or sit it
out. I raced against a guy in the early
80’s that owned a concrete company.
He didn’t need to drive since he was
doing it for pleasure and not making
a living at it. He didn’t like driving in
the rain and so he didn’t even own a
set of rain tires! If you like driving
in the rain or at least don’t mind it,
read on.
There are some things we can look
at first that pertain to preparation.
After that we will look at the actual
act of driving in the rain.
Vision:

First and most importantly is
vision, we have to see. What we look
through has to be clean and stay
clean and fog free. Treat the windshield with something to fight fog
and condensation. There are special treatments made by Rain-X and
such. The outer part of all the glass,
windshield, rear and side windows,
mirrors, etc can be treated with
Rain-X and that will help the water
bead up and be clear. New glass is
better than old pitted windshields
where water and dirt can accumulate.
The inside can be treated with antifog. The best rain experience I ever
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had was a rain race at Daytona and
nobody could see due to extreme
fog inside the car’s windshield and
windows except my car. Mine was
crystal clear. I asked the crew afterward what they did and they told
me they put dish soap on the windows and buffed it off. It was magic.
If you know rain is possible in the
future, apply all this before it starts
raining and everything is still dry. It
will work better. In a pinch, strap a
squeegee inside so you can use it to
clear the windshield inside if it gets
too bad. If you have an open cockpit
car, do the same on your visor and
you may leave the visor cracked open
to promote airflow.
Tires

Rain tires are very good in the rain/
wet. The have bigger sipes (grooves
to channel water out) and the compound is much softer. They have
much more grip and are less prone
to hydroplaning. You may adjust tire
psi to conditions and those tires.
Racing rains are generally better with
a couple of pounds less air for compliance and grip but too much less
and they allow water to build under
the tire and hydroplane quicker. Tire
psi will be influenced by how much
water there is.

Car setup

Since there is less grip in the wet
than the dry, we need to soften the
car up. If there is plenty of time
and we know it’s going to be wet the
entire race or session, we can soften
spring, sway bars, shocks and change
the brake bias a couple of full turns

to the rear. It there is limited time,
just change what you can quickly,
sway bars, shocks, and brake bias. A
good safe change would be to soften
the front sway bar to full soft, and
the same or disconnect the rear sway
bar completely, soften the compression on the shocks to full soft and
put the rebound about 50%. Brake
bias is the most important to move
to the rear. If you have a rear wing,
put it at max down force.
Driving

Now that we have a few changes
with the car and clear vision and correct tires and psi, it’s time to drive.
First, realize every lap the track may
be different conditions than the last
lap, so be open to what is coming
up. It may have rained more or a
car went off and drug mud onto the
track since that corner last lap. The
lay of the land will dictate the drainage of the track and will follow the
same patterns each time it rains.
The puddles will get bigger and
form in new places as it rains more
and dissipate the same as it rains less.
If it rains, don’t wait until the race to
drive in it. If there is a practice and
you think it will rain in the race, get
some practice laps in the rain first.
Don’t try to drive fast in practice
at first, just drive to absorb the condition of the track. Don’t risk the
car to win practice, learn where the
grip is, where the puddles are, how
the car’s brake bias set, what the
car setup is like and make changes.
Remember, the race is the only thing

Miscellaneous Photos
Ken Hills at Sebring 2022
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Register at: http://register.pca.org

Dates
Region/Zone

Event
Additional info

Schedule, News, Forms, Information: http://PCAClubRacing.org

Event Contact

		
May 14 - 15
Buttonwillow		
James McClelland
925.286.2336
Golden Gate		
West Coast Series		 mcclelland.ggr@gmail.com
		
May 20 - 22
Mid Ohio*		
Chip Henderson
614.491.0150
Mid Ohio				 club.race@morpca.org
		
May 21 - 22
Hastings		
Rick Mourey
860.965.4937
Great Plains				 wopowog@earthlink.net
		
May 28 - 29
Eagles Canyon Raceway I
David Hodges
713.304.2557
Maverick				clubrace@mavpca.org
Jun 3-6
Laguna Seca		
James McClelland
925.286.2336
Golden Gate		
West Coast Series		 mcclelland.ggr@gmail.com
Jun 11 - 12
UMC (Miller)
Max Dufford  
   801.512.4938
Intermountain
West Coast Series
mdufford@mindsprint.com
		
Jun 17 - 19
Watkins Glen*		
Jim Morgan
518.320.0055
Zone 1		
Clubsport, Triple Trofeo		 mor6633@hotmail.com
				
Jul 9 - 10
Brainerd*		
John VeLure
952.240.6023
Nord Stern				 JohnVelure@att.net
			
Jul 29 - 31
CTMP (Mosport)*
Jackie Metcalfe
226.343.0552
Upper Canada				 j.metcalfe@hotmail.ca
		
Aug 12 - 14
NJMP*		
Dan Petchel
609.298.2277
Schattenbaum				carsinc@comcast.net
Aug 27 - 28
Sonoma Raceway I
James McClelland
925.286.2336
Golden Gate		
West Coast Series		 mcclelland.ggr@gmail.com
		
Sep 3 - 5
Road America*		
Cheryl Lehman Collier 312.402.6112
Chicago		
Clubsport, Triple Trofeo		 roadamerica-trac@pca-chicago.org
Sep 16 - 18
Summit Point*		
Donna Amico
443.745.2359
Potomac		
Vintage		donna@pcapotomac.org
		
Sep 17 - 18
High Plains*		
Vicki Earnshaw
720.244.1532
Rocky Mountain		
West Coast Series		 vicklm@aol.com
		
Sep 24 - 25
Thunderhill Raceway II
James McClelland
925.286.2336
Golden Gate		
West Coast Series		 mcclelland.ggr@gmail.com
		
Oct 8 - 9
Sonoma Raceway II
James McClelland
925.286.2336
Golden Gate		
West Coast Series		 mcclelland.ggr@gmail.com
Oct 14 - 16
Eagles Canyon Raceway II*
David Hodges
713.304.2557
Maverick				clubrace@mavpca.org
		
Oct 21-23
Carolina Motorsports Park
Bill Scarbrough
803.600.6704
			
Vintage		clubrace@carolinas-PCA.com
Oct 21 - 23
Daytona* — CANCELLED		
Zone 12				
* Indicates an Enduro
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FIGHTING BACK
STORY BY MIKE JAMES; PHOTOS PROVIDED BY RAPHAEL ASSUNCIO

R

aphael Assunção and his twin
brother, Freddie, were born
in 1982 in Recife, Brazil, a
booming city of 4 million and the
largest metropolitan area of the state
of Pernambuco in the northeast corner of South America. Older brother,
Junior, was born a year earlier. “I
wasn’t a very good student,” Raphael
admits. “I got in a lot of trouble.
There were lots of fights. Fighting
has always been in my blood.”
In 1994, at the urging of a friend,
the boys’ single-parent mother
moved the family to Miami Beach.
They spoke no English. Raphael and
Freddie had just turned 12. “Miami
was very rough,” he remembers. “I
didn’t go out looking for fights. It
just seemed like fights found me.
The culture of Miami – it was filled
with hot-blooded Columbians, Venezuelans, and Argentinians. I was
always in trouble.”
Four years after arriving in South
Florida, in 1998, the family relocated

16

CLUB RACING NEWS

to the Atlanta area. In high school,
the boys all discovered mixed martial arts, particularly Brazilian JiuJitsu. “It was created in Brazil, but
we learned it here in Atlanta,” he
explained. “By age 17, I started getting pretty serious about combat
sports, and I didn’t want to get in
trouble anymore.”
Older brother Junior began fighting for money in 2003 with the
International Sport Combat Federation. Three months later, Raphael
followed. His twin-brother, Freddie, also turned pro. In 2009, at the
age of 27, with a 15-1 professional
record, Raphael Assunção joined the
WEC (World Extreme Cagefighting). It soon merged with UFC (Ultimate Fighting Championship) and
became the largest mixed martial arts
promotion company in the world,
with what were considered the highest-level fighters in the sport.
By 2015, Raphael, who stands 5’5”
tall, had stepped up to the bantam-

weight division (135 pounds). He had
a pro record of 23-4 and was one of
the hottest stars in the UFC’s rapidly expanding multi-billion-dollar
TV universe. “I was a big part in the
development of the ‘little guys,’” he
remembers. “Most of the focus, until
then, had been on the heavyweights.”
He suddenly found himself, in his
early thirties, with a level of professional success he never could
have imagined as a troubled kid in
Miami. With a bonus check burning
a hole in his pocket, Raphael decided
to treat himself to a car -- a really
nice car -- a really fast car -- a 2002
Porsche 996 Twin-Turbo with the
X50 upgrade… 444 horsepower of
pure all-wheel testosterone.
“Aw, man, that was my dream car,”
he says. “When I had the cash to
afford one, I started searching eBay
and found one in Wisconsin. So I
flew up there (the seller recognized
him from UFC) and drove the car
back home to Atlanta. It had been

tracked before. It hadn’t been maintained very well. It was leaking oil. It
was a bomb about to explode. But I
loved that car.”
“I had a lot of speeding tickets
when I was younger, when I had
a Honda Civic. I drove like a little
fool,” he says with a smile. Now he
had a Porsche that could top out at
more than 190 mph. “The Turbo
was wicked fast. But it was scary as
hell on the street, and I knew it was
gonna get me in trouble. As a professional athlete, I couldn’t afford
trouble. My brother (Freddie) and I
heard about these ‘Chin Track Days,’
where you could pay a fee and get
on a race track. So, we signed up
for a weekend at Road Atlanta.” His
first time on track was in June 2015.
“They gave me an instructor, and I
learned how much I didn’t know. Aw,
man, I just fell in love with the whole
track thing, you know?”
From 2015 to 2018, Raphael did
26 track days with Chin. He soon
realized that while the Turbo was
fast in a straight line, it was getting
passed by lighter, more nimble, Caymans in the corners. “So I bought a
2012 Cayman R (with a PDK). Great
car, but I wanted a manual. And, by
then, I was ready for the next step. I
wanted to go racing.” He began filling out PCA paperwork and searching for a real Porsche race car.
In early 2018, he bought a caged
2009 Cayman 3.8L and entered his
first PCA Club Race, in April, as a
rookie candidate at Road Atlanta.
“The first time I ever drove the car
was that race weekend. I thought,
‘Oh, my gosh, what have I gotten
myself into?’” As a rookie, he was
required to finish four races without
incident to earn a full PCA competition license. But, in his very first
race, he had a DNF. “It was raining.
So, at the last minute, I bought a
set of Hoosier Wets. I never drove
on wet weather race tires before.
I got a good start and was moving
up through the field. Then the rain
stopped and the track dried. The
tires went away. My pace was totally
off. I couldn’t control the car. So I
JULY - SEPTEMBER 2022
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just came in.”
He bounced back in Sprint #2,
finishing18th overall in a field of
48 cars. A month later, Raphael was
5th overall and 1st in class at Barber
Motorsports Park. In September he
traveled to Road America for the
first time, finishing 1st in GTB3 in
both Sprints and the Enduro. In 29
PCA Club races, he has had 13 class
wins and has finished on the podium
86% of the time. But, while the racing has been exceptional, his professional fighting career has suffered
exponentially.
The inconvenient truth is: After
Raphael began PCA racing in 2018,
he lost his next four consecutive UFC
fights, the last two by second-round
knockouts. Before that, he had 11
wins in his 12 previous matches, the
only loss coming to a former world
champion. In a sport where backto-back losses can sink a career, he
had now lost four in a row and three
fights have been canceled because of
an elbow injury, a torn bicep, and a
Covid infection. Did his love of racing play a part in the slump? Or were
there other reasons? “It’s true, yeah,”
he admits. “I’ve won more races than
fights lately.”
“In club racing, you want to win,
but you don’t want to crash the car. So
maybe you give a guy a break here, and
let him go there, and figure ‘I’ll catch
him later.’ In fighting, it’s a FIGHT.
It’s full-on commitment inside the
cage. And the time goes by super
quick. So you can’t say, ‘I’ll catch him
later.’” A typical UFC Bantamweight
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fight might be just three 5-minute
rounds. He began asking himself if
he had adopted a club racer’s mindset
in the cage. “Have I started to ease
off a bit?” he wondered. “Am I being
too careful? I don’t know. But, [the
losses] keep happening. I have no
explanation for that.”
High-level professional athletes
have long held that it’s possible to
lose the competitive edge when family obligations begin to press into
the space once occupied by total
dedication to craft. Raphael was 30
years old and nearing the zenith of
his career when he met his future
wife, Narla Castilho, at a party. Three
years later, they were married. Their
daughter, Rafaella, was born in early
2016 at about the same time Raphael
began his love affair with the racetrack. “That was an awesome time,”
he recalls. “Everything fell into place.
Best time of my life.”
He is clearly puzzled by the change
of fortune that began in 2019. “In all
four of those fights, I was home the
next day, and it was like nothing happened. I didn’t even have a bruise.
No injuries. My daughter was like,
‘Hey, Daddy, I thought you had a
fight?’ Oh, man, that hurts. If I lose
a fight, I want to get home busted up.
You know? But the last four fights, it
was like nothing had happened.”
Assunção’s 19-year career as a professional fighter is decidedly nearing
its end. He’ll turn 40 in July. The injuries he’s suffered over two decades
of brutal training and cage warfare
have taken their toll. He’s contractu-

ally obligated to UFC for two more
bouts, although his next fight has yet
to be scheduled. His career record is
now 27-9.
His older brother, Junior, retired
from fighting in 2018 at the age of
37, with a pro record of 16-8. Raphael’s twin-brother, Freddie, stepped
down the following year, also at age
37, with a 10-2 pro record. Freddie
now manages the family business,
Ascension Mixed Martial Arts, in
Cummins, northeast of Atlanta,
where Raphael continues to train.
As a paid combatant, he has mastered the art of intimidation. In the
blink of an eye, he can freeze his face
into a dark menacing scowl that will
stop lesser men in their tracks. But,
to those who know him, Raphael is
an amiable, pleasant soul. Considering his background and his choice
of employment, he often finds himself caught between the expectations
others may have of him, while trying
to maintain the domestic discipline
he has come to embrace as an adult.
Earlier this year, his teenage temper resurfaced and nearly got the
best of him. “I got pissed off at this
guy (at Road Atlanta), and I went
into his tent, and I said, ‘Hey, man,
why are you f*cking driving like a
maniac? What’s going on with you?’
And he looked at my car and he saw
the ‘MMA’ (Mixed Martial Arts)
graphics, and his face kinda went
white. And I was like, ‘Oh, jeez, this
is a bad situation I just created.’ So I
was polite and I said, ‘Oh, okay, just
be safe out there.’ But I think I lost

1/4 Mile Record 9.397 @ 146MPH

1st Place - Time Attack 2
Porsche of Colorado Springs

2015 Pikes Peak International Hill Climb

World Fastest Turbo S (Stock Turbo)
Predator Performance

Vengeance Racing

1/2 Mile Record @ 177MPH

1/4 Mile Record 9.717 @ 143MPH
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Rotors, Hats &
Big Brake Kits
Street & track pads for your Porsche
my head a little bit, like a kid, you
know? Hard headed, stupid. So, after
that, I took all the ‘MMA’ graphics
off the car. I don’t need that. I don’t
need trouble.”
Raphael’s daily driver is a GMC
pickup. “I don’t speed on the highway anymore,” he says. “As a racer,
I don’t have anything to prove.” He
draws parallels between being a professional fighter who no longer needs
to pick a fight on the street. He keeps
the Cayman race car at home in his
two-car suburban garage, tucked in
between the lawn mower and Rafaella’s inflatable toys.
“Sometimes, when I need to
think,” he says, “I sit in the garage
with the car. I feel at peace there. The
car – I know the power and speed it
has – and I like sitting there in the
quiet, admiring how beautiful it is at
rest – how confident and capable it
seems. I want to be more like that:
confident and peaceful.”

Receive a FREE fleece lined helmet
bag with each helmet purchase!

It’s the most effective
heat prevention
system.
Full systems,
replacement
parts &
accessories
available
Cool-a-Clava
Helmet Cooling Insert

Harnesses, Nets,
Restraints

Sabelt GT3 Harness
FIA 8835 latest spec
All 2” webbing
Like us on Facebook to learn more about
product updates, sales and more.
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10 LESSONS ALL RACERS WISH
THEY’D LEARNED EARLIER IN
THEIR CAREERS
STORY BY PETER KRAUSE; PHOTOS PROVIDED BY MIKE JAMES

R

acing can age a person quickly.
That’s not necessarily a bad
thing, but the learning curve
at nearly every level is so steep that
if you stick with it, you will become
a better, smarter and safer driver.
This sport tends to self-select, so
flakes don’t generally hang around
too long.
Racing schools usually have a
similar curriculum that follows the
basics: How to keep everyone safe
while inculcating good practices and
acquainting drivers with a glossary
that’s like a foreign language if not in
words, then in concept and execution.
Contrast this with that first day
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at an actual race, where the veteran
drivers gather around the newbie
friend and dispense advice laden
with their heroics–like how, for
example, they cheated death by this
much as they were split by the leaders lapping them for the second time
in a session.
If only that hive mind could be
transferred to the novice in one fell
swoop. But it can: Here are 10 bits
of wisdom to help quickly build that
foundation.
1. Racing Is Real

No matter what they teach you in
school, you are rarely prepared for

racing reality before you’re dumped
into the general prison population.
School is a cosseted, caring environment, full of hypotheticals and
theory. Race weekends do not operate that way. Racing often devolves
into everyone for themselves. (It
doesn’t have to be that way, but too
many people watch sensationalized
pro racing and then set out to emulate that.)
Bottom line: Keep your wits about
you. Take nothing for granted. Trust
no one to do the right thing until
they demonstrate that they can do
the right thing.

Deluxe partners with businesses big and small to drive results. It’s what we’ve
done for over a century and it’s what we’ll do for you today as we continue
to innovate ways to help businesses pay with ease, get paid faster and grow
profitably. Our trusted tools and resources will put you on the fast track to
help you succeed. Learn more at deluxe.com.

Preferred Partner of Porsche North America and a Sponsor of the
Carrera Cup series.

© 2022 Deluxe Corporation
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2. No One Else Cares

You’re always going to be racing with the people immediately
ahead of you and those immediately
behind you. Deal with it.
Remember that great “I was seventh!” YouTube video featuring Ken
Zalner? (If not, look it up.) Even
though he qualified seventh, for
whatever reason Ken was held on
grid and let out last. From there he
proceeded to pass nearly the entire
field during the pace lap in order
to claim the spot that he felt he
deserved. It’s epic.
It’s also a supreme example of the
fact that no one except you cares
where you think you should be. You
have to earn your place, not take it,
not feel entitled to skirt the rules in
order to get where you think you
ought to be.
3. Keep Your Emotions in Check

You can’t win a race on emotional,
visceral responses, though you can
surely lose one on them. Again, the
dreaded combination of unrealistic
expectations and emotions bubbling
to the surface can often compromise
a good effort. More often they can
result in an expensive body shop
bill. (Have you priced a Porsche 911
re-tub recently? It can sure punch a
hole in even the most robust racing
budget.)
Be calm, look at the long game,
and balance the risk with the reward.
If in doubt, don’t. As the great Skip
Barber instructor Bruce MacInnes
says, “If it feels good, watch out!”

4. Passing Is an Art

Not only is passing a learned art,
it’s also one that depends on several
planets coming into alignment–and
then you have to be close enough to
take advantage of the opportunity.
Early on in your racing career,
carving through the field like a scalpel generally only happens in your
mind. That scalpel is often more like
a lead knock-off hammer: crude but
effective, with both drivers scrabbling around the corner, breathing
hard, and emerging with great relief
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that they narrowly averted disaster.
When done correctly, passing is
beautiful, the synchronized ballet
defined by a carefully crafted plan
executed with great precision. Strive
for that “smart” pass, one that begins
at the exit of the previous corner (or
even before). Avoid the dive bomb,
hail Mary lunge that ends in tears for
both drivers.
5. Assume Nothing

Two of the most dangerous words
in motorsports? “I thought.” How so?
“I thought they saw me.”

“I thought they were going to stay
off track, not come back on.”
“I thought they were going to
brake later.”
“I thought I could stay ahead, even
though my tires were going off.”
Each is an admission of a misjudgment – often a costly one, if not
in bodywork, then in the hard-won
trust of your competitors.
Don’t be “that guy.” Be trustworthy. Do the right thing. Race with
people and accumulate the intelligence needed to trust them before
leaving less margin for error.
6. There’s No Such Thing as
“Owning a Corner”

More than a few car-to-car incidents have occurred when a driver
feels that he or she has beaten the
competition to the turn-in point,
only to find a surprise: That other
car isn’t in their mirrors, but rather
directly alongside or, heaven forbid,
a nose ahead. The result? Nothing
good.
If you’re the passing driver, the
best defense against this situation
is a good offense. Present your car
sooner, placing it right in the other
driver’s field of vision. Take away
that driver’s ability to claim that they
didn’t see you.
The best drivers, when alongside
each other, let the corner sort it out:

26

CLUB RACING NEWS

Two abreast and whoever gets back
to power first and can corral their
steed most effectively on the exit,
wins.
Until the next corner.

valuations, but gathering knowledge
about the track you’re going to run
is like adding arrows to your quiver.
You will profit from it if you do your
homework.

7. The Car Is Always More Capable Than You Are

10. Be Realistic

So many control inputs are based
on what the driver believes the car can
accept, not what the car will accept.
Not a few times have I coached drivers who, when suddenly confronted
with a spinning car in front of them,
engaged in perfect threshold braking, often shocking themselves (and
me) with their excellent execution of
this fundamental skill. Afterward, it’s
easier for them to ask more of the
car’s braking system.
If the car doesn’t inspire confidence when tasked, fix it so it does.
There is no car that cannot be driven
faster by someone else. Think about
that.

Adjust your expectations downward so that you can be pleased
when and if you exceed them, especially early on in your track and racing career. I see a lot of the intensity
of daily life creep over into this
wonderful, calming and pleasantly
distracting avocation–and not for
the better.

So take a deep breath. You’re only
as good as your last performance;
build from there. Be aware that
every driver often reaches performance plateaus where they’re stuck
no matter how hard they try. It’s only
when they step back, deconstruct
what they’re doing, and improve the
quality of every individual on-track
decision and execution that they end
up driving quicker, easier and with
more headroom.
Going faster with less effort and
less risk is the worthiest goal.
Good luck!

8. No Place Is Filled With More
False and Misleading Information Than the Paddock

The post-session chronicles in
Connie’s Pub at VIR can rival some
of the biggest fishing stories ever
told. These stories are usually not
malevolent or designed to deliberately mislead, they’re just the massaged recollection of an imperfect
data recorder, the human brain.
We often remember things the
way we would have liked them to
be, not necessarily as they actually
happened. It’s not a bad thing, just
something to keep in mind when
you hear all of those stories about
friends who were flat through this
corner or braking at the last marker
for that other one. Start easy and add
speed gently, because it’s very hard to
take it off.

9. Do Your Homework Early

Today, there is no excuse for not
using the prodigious resources available online regarding track specifics: What pads or tires work best,
the general track culture, whatever.
Sure, some of these are subjective

Peter Krause provides professional, private and individual analysis and performance optimization for track day, club, and entry level professional racing
sports car drivers at VIRginia International Raceway. Since 2001, Krause has
pioneered the application of GPS video and data logging technology to advance
driver performance in club-level, historic and entry level professional drivers.
peter@peterkrause.net
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WHY SP1 TO SPC?
LET’S SEE
STORY BY STEVE COOMES; PHOTOS FROM KEN HILLS, BRIAN WONG AND STEVE COOMES

R

ewind: In April 2005 I sold
my pharmacy to a national
drug store chain. I was hot
and heavy into DE with my ‘02
Corvette Z06 and happened to be
a PCA member which allowed me
to participate in their events along
with another local DE organization.
Double the fun.
Some friends of mine were Club
Racing and had a wheelin’-dealin’
hare-brained car swap scheme going
on. One of the cars needed to be
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sold. The now famous quote was:
“Coomes is flush with cash. He’ll
buy the 944 S2”. So I did.
At that time the car was in Class
F. My first race was at Motorsport
Ranch in May 2005. I had what I considered a good handle on that track.
In my mind it was thousands of laps
and I would be unbeatable. Then
reality hit. When the experienced
Club Racers got warmed up I didn’t
stand a chance. In fact, drivers who
had never been to MSR were quicker

than me. I had a great time and still
have friends I met that weekend. I
made progress and finally won a race
at Heartland Park in Topeka, KS in
April 2006. In a monsoon! Hoosier
Radial Wets were definitely the way
to go.
In 2008 PCA Club Racing underwent class realignment. I was now in
Class E. Some poor decision making
caused several DNF’s that eventually
snowballed to a DQ. I was in despair
as the car became less reliable and

consequently less fun. In a twist of
irony my car never made a full lap
in the Maverick Region race in May
2010. I rented an SP1 from Chris
Blazer for the Enduro and had a
blast. Even though I ran out of gas a lap short. A couple more attempts
in the S2 led me to being ready to
quit Club Racing entirely.
In the fall of 2011 I rented the SP1
from Chris again for Hallett. There
were 13 on track sessions that weekend. I ran 12 in their entirety and
only came in early during qualifying
as I didn’t think I could improve any
more. And history will show most
drivers run their fastest qualifying
lap on a very early lap in that session.
Another quote surfaced: “When
you come to the track you are supposed to drive, not work on your
car!” I bought the rental car after
that weekend.
It has run with several different
numbers. The #3 is what the 917
Hippie Car carried. The #34 came
from the necessity to change due
to a conflict with #3 at a race. The
#11 is my ML number from Gratitude Training. So now, after 11 years
piloting an SP1, I decided to make
the jump to SPC.
SPC thoughts

Last year at the Brainerd 2021
Club Race I was discussing my
thoughts about changing to SPC. I
was afforded the opportunity to run
two sessions in two different SPC’s.
In a well planned onslaught of
peer pressure, intimidation and cold
beer, I felt that it was time. I finished
the season in the trusty Hippie Car
SP1. The donor car search began on
the Sunday evening of the Maverick
Region race at ECR. In what is now
realized as a small miracle, a perfect
example was on Rennlist for under
20K. Monday morning the seller had
a deposit.
Seems like tearing apart a perfectly
beautiful, well running 2006 Cayman
S would be sacrilege. The car is now
well on its way to being a race car
built to the highest level. This presented a problem at the beginning of

Facing page: Jaspers-Coomes Red Bull SPC in current
race trim taken at Road Atlanta
Top: New build sporting CSF radiators and OE center
radiator addition
Bottom: New build rear showing SPC suspensioin
components and Fabspeed exhaust
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this race season. I had a car in development but not ready to race! What
is a solution? Buy a turn-key car, of
course.
I had a plan up my sleeve. My
friend, Adam Jaspers, had just
bought a single hull sailboat and
was spending time prepping it for
some long off shore trips. This took
his attention away from his SPC. In
a moment of provoked weakness
he agreed to sell it to me. Adam &
Angela treated me to some snowmobiling in southern Wyoming on my
visit to northern Colorado to get the
car. And, on the way home to Texas
I had the chance to detour far south
due to a large storm that closed
Raton Pass.
After a test day at ECR I made
a few small changes and was ready
for Road Atlanta. I had good success there, without realizing the rear
shocks were on the way to self-destruction. The next race was at HPT
and my car was porpoising worse
than the F1 cars. I still managed to
eek out success. Back in Texas I had
a contact who is successfully campaigning a Cayman in enduro racing. He offered to look at the car.
Due to my work schedule, I had
his shop look over the car. The rear
shocks came off and went for overhaul. A few other tweaks had it ready
for ECR and the repair(s) made it a
dream to drive.
My return to Brainerd this summer
in an SPC was also successful. The
racing there is fantastic, the track is
FAST and the people are amazing.
Get that one on your list.
So the place my SPC experience
began is my latest race. I will be on
my way to Road America over Labor
Day weekend for the first time at
that track. I look forward to racing
against the Canadians. They took
good care of me at CTMP (Mosport)
when I was Scrutineer (Taking care
of me is code for supplying ice cold
beer). I also plan to drive HPR and a
finale back at ECR II in October as
the final race of 2022.
The new build might be ready for
ECR and, if so, she’ll get her inaugu-
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ral coming out showing. If not, I’ll
have the Coomes-Jaspers Red Bull
SPC rockin’ & rollin’.
If you see me at a Club Race make
sure to say hello. I enjoy meeting
new people and sharing our love of
racing and Porsches.
Scrutineering

In addition to my racing addiction
I have been exposed to another side
of the Club Racing experience. In
late 2020 I was approached by a couple of race stewards and scrutineers
asking how I’d feel about joining the
National Staff as a scrutineer. By
day I am a pharmacist and by night I
am what I’d consider a pretty decent
amateur mechanic. So the position
didn’t sound unreasonable.
My response to them was
“Maybe.” Turns out that word in the
volunteer circle translates to “Yes.”
With a great deal of encouragement
from Kathy Fricke I was assigned my
three training races in 2021. I have to
admit I really enjoyed it. I’m sure it
didn’t hurt to have all the experience
as a racer, and the job came naturally.
This year I will have worked three
races as a full Scrut, albeit still in
rookie status amongst the more traveled staff. And the opportunity to
attend races that would otherwise
not be on my list is awesome. Of
course the racing and people make it
all worthwhile.
ED: Having been to many races where
Steve had been driving, I can tell you that it
is always a pleasure to see and speak with
him. You can see his welcoming smile from
a mile away.
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Hans compatibility. It features a 100% carbon fiber shell lined with NASA-developed
Confor® foam and integrated lateral head restraints. The carbon shell construction offers
outstanding rigidity with a 50% weight savings over fiberglass shells while the Confor®
cushions mold to the driver, absorbing 85% of initial energy distributing loads for the ultimate
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JAN HAYLEN
STORY & PHOTOS BY PEDRO P. BONILLA, PEDRO’S GARAGE

I

was honored to have been asked
by the Kart4Kids Committee
to write a piece highlighting Jan
Haylen’s career and accomplishments to be published in their 2022
official K4K Program.
I was so impressed with Jan’s
accomplishments that I though I
would share with other Porsche
enthusiasts and that’s why we’re pub-
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lishing it here too.
A few weeks before the K4K
event, I called him, got his voicemail
and left a message for him to call me
back at his convenience. Little did I
know that he was in the middle of
his honeymoon! Congratulations!
Sorry for the intrusion.
The next day Jan was very gracious to return the call and we had a

very nice conversation where I asked
many questions, mostly about his
career and his early karting life.
“I started racing karts at 10 years
old, a little late” said Jan, when I
inquired about his introduction into
motorsports . “A friend of mine had
a home-made kart which he would
share with me. Sometime later he
was able to obtain a real (used) kart
JULY - SEPTEMBER 2022
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which we also shared and that helped
me a lot”.
About his beginnings he commented that his father and the rest
of the family were very supportive
of his racing even though no one in
his family had been involved with
racing before. About a year after his
friend purchased a real kart, Jan was
able to get his own. “It was used”, he
said, “but that was it for me. Every
spare moment that I had from that
moment on was for racing”.
At 15 Jan signed his first professional contract and was able to race
against and for the biggest Karting
Factory Teams in Europe.
“My early background is a bit different than most other young drivers. Everyone wanted to jump into a
Formula Ford as soon as they could,
but I stayed in karts until I was 20
years old”.
One of those that had left early
had been Jan’s teammate, Jenson
Button.
I asked Jan if this had been in
his native Belgium and he said that
initially, yes, but as he got more
and more involved, he was racing
throughout all of Europe where
80% of the races were being held.
I commented how we had similar
early racing careers. He asked what
I meant and I told him that I had
started racing on a home-built kart
as well at the age of 7. My Dad had
helped me get a used pro kart and
that took me from team to team,
staying very active till I was 20. But
then I realized that God had a sense
of humor. “What do you mean”, he
said. I told him that God had put
Ayrton Senna in my brain but then
he gave me a 6’ 1” body which carried over 100 pounds more than the
rest of my competitors so I had no
chance. He laughed out loud, so I
guess he agreed.
And what about after karting, I
inquired. “In 2000 I jumped into
Formula Ford”, said Jan, “slowly
because I had a limited budget. I
then moved to England, made connections and I ended up racing for a
small private team. In 2001 I was the
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first British Formula Ford Champion
to win with a small private team and
that gave me the push. A short time
later I got a contract with the Mercedes Benz Junior Program AMG/
Formula 3”.
By the end of 2005 Jan decided to
move to the US to do Indy (Champ
Car at the time) for 2006 and 2007
where he raced with several teams:
Dale Coyne Racing and Conquest
Racing. “There was an opportunity
for me to do more in open wheel racing, but when the two Series merged,
GT was the way to go for me. I have
no regrets”.
In 2008 he began his North American sports car racing career where
he participated in multiple sport car
series racing different brands of cars
as well.
In 2009 Jan signed on to do the

Firestone Indy Lights but ended up
not racing. In the 2010 Indy Lights
season opener in St Pete, he finished
second and in 2011 he drove in the
24 Hours of Daytona and made six
starts in the European FIA GT3
championship.
From 2014 to today, Jan has
been immersed in GT cars, mostly
Porsches and from 2017 he’s been
most actively racing with Wright
Motorsports.
2021 was Jan’s banner year. He
won the Michelin Pilot Sport Challenge Driver’s and Team Championship. Teaming up with Patrick
Long and Trent Hindman for the
four endurance races of the WeatherTech Sports Car Championship,
they finished second in class at the
12 Hours of Sebring in the number
16 Porsche 911 GT3R and took a
JULY - SEPTEMBER 2022
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fifth place at Petit Le Mans, earning the 2021 Michelin Endurance
Cup. For the rest of the season Jan
raced the number 20 Porsche 911
GT3R with Fred Poordad, finishing
in the top five for all thirteen races.
They earned the Driver’s Championship Title and Wright Motorsports
the Team Championship Title. The
nine championship titles won by Jan
in 2021 earned him the prestigious
Porsche Cup Award, since 1970, an
annual honor given to the most successful private (non-factory) Porsche
driver. The cup came accompanied
with a brand new Porsche as well.
Congrats!
At the end of the year, Wright
Motorsports announced that Jan
would run another full season (2022)
alongside Ryan Hardwick, racing the
number 16 Porsche 911 GT3R in
the IMSA WeatherTech Sports Car
Championship.
They started the new season very
well indeed. On January 20th, 2022,
the Wright Motorsports’ number 16
Porsche 911 GT3R driven by Ryan
Hardwick, Jan Heylen, Zacharie
Robichon and Richard Lietz took
first place in the GTD Class at the
Rolex 24 Hours of Daytona!
During our interview, I asked Jan
if he could point out one particular special win during his career that
stood out in his mind. He told me
that every win had been special in
its own way and he couldn’t point
to one in particular, but in the same
breath he also said that because of
his long-time friendship with Patrick
Long, winning their Class at the 12
Hours of Sebring with Patrick as a
co-driver had been very special for
him. He also said: “Winning the
Rolex 24 and the Michelin Pilot
Challenge had been very rewarding
as well.”
I could have chatted for hours with
him, but I thanked him and let him
rest. Godspeed Jan Heylen. Have a
great 2022 and beyond. You have a
large fan base behind you!
Happy Porsche’ing,
Pedro
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Phone: 203-723-8928
www. SoftronicSoftware.com
email: Info@SoftronicSoftware.com

Softronic is the leading producer of racing
and street performance software.
®

Softronic®-tuned cars have won the GT Class
at the Rolex 24 at Daytona and powered every
car in the Cayman Interseries.
Softronic® software has also powered winning
cars and top finishers in the ultra-competitive
World Challenge Series, Continental Tire
SportsCar Challenge Series, and PCA races
from coast to coast.
Street or track, Softronic® software helps you
put the competition in your rear view mirror.

Top: No 16 Blue Porsche GT3R, Wright Motorsports 1st Place GTD Class at
the 2022 Rolex 24 Hours of Daytona
Middle: 2022 Rolex 24 Hours at Daytona - GTD 1st Place Team

Spencer Cox at the wheel of his GTB1 National Championship-winning Cayman.
Enhanced with Softronic® software.
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RACE ADS
PAGE

EVENT

DATE

35

Sebring 48 Hours

Feb 2-5

44

West Coast Series (see calendar)

DE Insurance you can count on

Protect your investment with Off-Track Insurance for your
competition vehicle, and DE Insurance while participating in
non-competitive events.

LocktonMotorsports.com
The Lockton Motorsports Insurance program is administered by Lockton Afﬁnity, LLC d/b/a Lockton Afﬁnity Insurance
Brokers LLC in California #0795478. Coverage is subject to actual policy terms and conditions. Policy beneﬁts are the
sole responsibility of the issuing insurance company. Porsche Club of America will receive a royalty fee for the
licensing of its name and trademarks as part of the insurance program offered to the extent permitted by applicable
law. Not available in all states.

Terrence Judge in his H stock 1990 C2 at Sebring this year

ON THE COVER
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Veteran PCA Club racer Steve Coomes is pictured speeding
down the hill through Turn 11 this past April in the Peachstate 225 at Michelin Raceway Road Atlanta. Despite 274
PCA races over a long 17-year career, this was Steve’s first
time out in his newly built Spec Cayman. He won both
sprints in class and finished 2nd in the Sunday Enduro.
You can read more about Steve’s transition from SP1 to SPC,
and his decision to build a racecar from the ground up, in
his story on Page 28.
Ace PCA photographer Ken Hills snapped the cover shot of
the #11 Red Bull Spec Cayman framed by Atlanta’s iconic
Bradford pear trees, which bloom white in early Spring and
signal the end of Winter in Georgia.
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2022 HARD CHARGERS
BY DAVID ANDERSON, CHIEF OF NATIONAL TIMING & SCORING
Name

Region

Class

Description

Start

Finish

Index

Race

BRAINERD — JULY 9-10
Steve Coomes

MAV

SPC

06 Cayman S

14

10

4

Sprint 1

Tom Hays

NST

GTB1

09 Cayman

18

12

6

Sprint 2

Tom Hays

NST

GTB1

09 Cayman

9

5

4

Sprint 3

BUTTONWILLOW — MAY 14-15
Cory Deeds

WMI

GTD2

19 718 GT4 Clubsport 4

3

1

Sprint Race 1

Karen Holmes

SVR

911 Cup

73 911T

8

7

1

Sprint Race 1

Andy Simpkinson

SVR

911 Cup

68 911

9

8

1

Sprint Race 1

Charles Wirken

AZ

GTD1

16 GT4 Clubsport

10

9

1

Sprint Race 1

Karen Holmes

SVR

911 Cup

73 911T

7

4

3

Sprint Race 2

Charles Wirken

AZ

GTD1

16 GT4 Clubsport

7

5

2

Sprint Race 3

CANADIAN TIRE MOTORSPORT PARK (MOSPORT) — JULY 29-31

RMT

SP1

87 944

15

14

1

Spint 1

NST

SPC

08 Cayman S

8

6

2

Sprint 2

Kris Pippin

KSC

SP1

87 924S

12

10

2

Sprint 2

Terry Morris

WIC

SP1

84 944

12

11

1

Sprint 3

Walt Fricke

RMT

D

S 82 911SC

13

12

1

Sprint 3

LAGUNA SECA — JUNE 3-6
Greg Chiocco

GG

SPB

97 Boxster

12

8

4

Group 1 Sprint 1

John Seidell

GG

SPB

97 Boxster

16

12

4

Group 1 Sprint 2

Kelly McKnight

GG

SPB

99 Boxster

14

8

6

Group 1 Sprint 3

Walter Nilsen

GG

GT3

07 Cayman S

21

15

6

Group 2 Sprint 1

Sean Meel

GPX

911 Cup

81 911SC

22

16

6

Group 2 Sprint 1

Jan Sussman

LA

GT4

00 Boxster S

24

14

10

Group 2 Sprint 2

Val AAAAAWilt

LA

911 Cup

70 911

17

13

4

Group 2 Sprint 3

H

P 90 964 C2

11

8

3

Green Sprint 1

MID-OHIO — MAY 20-22
Terrence Judge

POT

Eric Rahenkamp

SFL

SP3

90 944 S2

15

10

5

Green Sprint 2

NCT

E

S 86 951

16

11

5

Green Sprint 2

Benjamin Pook

UCR

SPC

07 Cayman S

9

4

5

Sprint 1

Christropher Fahy

Jordan Simon

HV

F

S 04 Boxser S

14

9

5

Sprint 1

Jason Knupp

CHO

E

S 89 944

22

17

5

Green Sprint 2

Paul Neto

UCR

SP2

85 944

18

13

5

Sprint 1

Brian Weathered

CHO

VGTX

V 74 914-6

24

18

6

Yellow Sprint 1

William Johnson

CTV

SP2

84 944

20

15

5

Sprint 1

John Gilliland

POT

GTB1

15 Cayman S

23

17

6

Yellow Sprint 3

Sprint 2

Michael Schmitz

MIL

GTB1

11 Cayman S

12

6

6

Pink Enduro

Ben Wallace

CTV

F

P 01 Boxster S

13

9

4

Jordan Simon

HV

F

S 04 Boxster S

8

6

2

Sprint 3

Michael Sylvestre

UCR

SP2

87 944

9

7

2

Sprint 3

Paul Neto

UCR

SP2

85 944

10

8

2

Sprint 3

Nick Khilnani

LVS

SPB

99 Boxster

17

7

10

Sprint 1

Tommy Chan

UCR

F

S 89 951

11

9

2

Sprint 3

Korbin Golder

INT

SPB

99 Boxster

11

8

3

Sprint 3

William Johnson

CTV

SP2

84 944

12

10

2

Sprint 3

Mark Boschert

INT

SPB

99 Boxster

13

10

3

Sprint 3

Benjamin Pook

UCR

SPC

07 Cayman S

7

6

1

Enduro

Erik Hjortshoj

NE

SPC

07 Cayman S

8

7

1

Enduro

Ben Wallace

CTV

F

P 01 Boxster S

10

9

1

Enduro

EAGLES CANYON — MAY 28-29

UMC (MILLER) — JUNE 11-12

WATKINS GLEN — JUNE 17-19
Dwayne Moses

POT

911 Cup

82 911 SC Euro

8

3

5

Green Sprint 1

Michael Stach

CTV

SP3

94 968 Firehawk

10

2

8

Green Sprint 2

Frank Vitiello

MNY

GTA3

19 991.2 Cup

35

23

12

Red Sprint 1

Carl Tallardy

RTR

GTP2

95 Fab Car

46

34

12

Red Sprint 1

45

Randy Maxwell

OZK

GT3

02 996

9

6

3

Sprint 1

Glen Morris

MAV

SPB

99 Boxster

20

17

3

Sprint 1

Eric Boueilh

UCR

GTA2

12 997 Cup

34

11

Red Sprint 2

Brent Smith

MAV

SPB

97 Boxster

22

19

3

Sprint 1

Walker Jezek

HCT

SP997

09 997 Carrera S PDL 22

9

13

Yellow Sprint 1

Wilson Clayton

RMT

SPB

97 Boxster

35

32

3

Sprint 1

Geoff Isringhausen Jr

LTR

GTB1

11 Cayman S

25

12

13

Yellow Sprint 2

Steve Coomes

MAV

SPC

06 Cayman S

5

3

2

Sprint 2

Matt Distefano

UCR

SPC

07 Cayman S

27

14

13

Yellow Sprint 2

Francisco De Jesus

MAV

GTC7

18 991.2 GT3 Cuo

2

1

1

Sprint 3

Rafael Serralta

MAV

GT3

90 964

4

3

1

Sprint 3

Alan Benjamin

RMT

VO+

V92 USA Cup

5

4

1

Sprint 3

HASTINGS — MAY 21-22

42

David Nelson
Tyler Twite

Stacy Robns

RMT

GTD1

16 GT4 Clubsport

7

6

1

Sprint 1

Bret Bailey

NST

911 Cup

07 Cayman S

7

6

1

Sprint 1

Terry Morris

WIC

SP1

84 944

14

13

1

Sprint 1
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Travis Chambers

SFL

SPB

99 Boxster

32

18

14

Orange Enduro

Irene Yuan

MAV

SPB

99 Boxster

36

22

14

Orange Enduro

Keith Fisher

NIA

GTB1

09 Cayman

21

7

14

Purple Enduro

Jared Odrick

CPA

GTA3

15 991.1 GT3 Cup

27

15

12

White Enduro

APRIL - JUNE 2022
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PCA CLUB RACING 2022
CONTINGENCY PROGRAMS
BY CONNOR HENDERSON, CLUB RACING BUSINESS MANAGER

Classified Ad information

Photo Ads: $40.00. Runs in two issues of Club Racing News
Text only Ads: Free
Contact Skip Carter for more information
1999 996 GTRS $95,000 OBO 				

(22.4)

Track proven full race setup –DAWE MOTORSPORTS build-excellent condition -PCA
& HSR Log Books. Engine -2000 GTR-78.4MM X 102MM bore, Pauter rods, Mahle
RSR pistons & cylinders, 35MM solid cam followers, Titanium R valves, Reground
Cam Shafts, MOTEC M48 ecu & harness, DAWE’s exhaust system, Tilton 51/2 triple
disc clutch (NEW 2022) light flywheel. Trans-Early Cup six speed, Cup ramp style
limited slip diff, short gears -6th at 8000RPM -157 MPH, Motorsport Syncros, Factory
or Albins gears. Suspension- Complete 996 Cup suspension & brakes, dual master
cylinders (No ABS), polished & Blueprinted axle assemblies, 2 Sets BBS Center Lock
wheels
Bodywork- Complete 996 GT3RS wide body work, Polycarb windows, MOTEC Dash, DAWE’S Shifter, Large Center Front
Radiator, raised rear wing w/ end plates, front dive plates & splitter, custom chassis wiring harness. Recent 2021/2022
Race Prep- NEW PAINT, New SCROTH Belts, Cool Shirt Setup, New power steering pump, rebuilt steering rack, MOTON
Shocks rebuilt, New Tilton clutch after last race event, Lithium Ion lightweight battery, new Fuel Safe fuel filler cap, New 2021
PAGID brake pads (New extra set PAGID pads), 2 Sets BBS wheels, New Carbon Fibre mirrors- More information & pictures
available - car can be seen at MUSANTE Motorsports in South Windsor, CT

Here is an outline of the various contingency programs available to racers. Award specifics, guidelines, forms, and the most current
program information can be found at https://pcaclubracing.org/contingency/

				
•

GTC 4-8 – Tires awarded to class winners of two championship points races (Sprint 2 and the Enduro
or Sprint 3 if there is no Enduro) having two or more starters

•

GTB 1-3 – Tires awarded to class winners of two championship points races (Sprint 2 and the Enduro
or Sprint 3 if there is no Enduro) having two or more starters

•

Any open tire class running Pirelli Racing Slicks – Monetary discount to podium finishers

•

Fifth set of tires qualifies buyer for $2,000 credit towards their next set of tires

•

SP2, SP3, 911 CUP, E, GTA1, GTA2, and GTA3 classes – Tires awarded to podium finishers with five or
more cars in class

•

SP1, SP2, SP3, SP996, SP997, SPB, SPC, D, E, and 911 Cup Class – Discount for podium finishers

•

SP1 Class and SPB Class – Toyo Bucks awarded to 1st thru 5th based on number of cars in class

•

SPB – “MCS Cash” for registered winners if 8 or more cars in class

Contact Steve Keneally 617-838-4648 e-mail: info@americanglobal.org

Apr 2-3
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Golden Gate

Thunderhill 1

May 14-15 Golden Gate

Buttonwillow

Jun 3-6

Golden Gate

Laguna Seca

Jun 11-12

Intermountain

UMC (Miller)

Aug 27-28 Golden Gate

Sonoma 1

Sep 17-18

Rocky Mountain

High Plains

Sep 24-25

Golden Gate

Thunderhill 2

Oct 8-9

Golden Gate

Sonoma 2
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